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Independence is not the result of a great 
amount of goods, but independence is the 

self s independence. (Al-Bukhari)
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Preface on Translations and References

aT
he English equivalent of the Arabic terms inevitably varies according 

to the context when trying to convey the most accurate concept 

of the meaning. Some concepts in Quranic Arabic have no suitable 

English equivalents; such terms have been retained in an equivalent of 

their sound in Arabic.

In accordance with scholarly Islamic tradition, the Imam has taken as 

his first source the Noble Qur’an, borrowing from the various English 

translations. The Bewley translation is the most consistent and succinct 

and therefore the most widely used. In an attempt to use fewer Arabic 

terms the Imam has occasionally departed to other excellent modern 

translations such as those of Dar al-Islam and the Zaytuna Institute, 

where the scholars are also native speakers of English and therefore 

familiar with terms which will best convey the meaning to the reader.

After the Noble Qur’an, Imam Mohsen has taken hadith from the 

collections of al-Bukhari, Muslim, Ahmad, Abu Dawud, the Muwatta 

of Imam Malik, and the works of Imam an-Nawawi.

After the hadith, Imam Mohsen has used the teachings of recognised 

traditional Islamic scholars and thinkers such as Imam al-Ghazali, Ibn 

Rajab and Ibn Qayyim.

Wherever possible, references are shown within the text, both for ease of 

verification and to support the authenticity of the message.



Introduction

The slaves of the All-Merciful are those who walk with humility on the earth, 

and who, when the ignorant speak to them, say, “Peace”;

those who pass the night prostrating and standing before their Lord;

those who say; “Our Lord, avert us from the punishment of Hell, its 

punishment is inescapable pain. It is indeed an evil lodging and abode”

Those who, when they spend, are neither extravagant nor mean, but take a 

stance midway between the two.

Those who do not call on any other god together with Allah and do not kill 

anyone Allah has made inviolate, except with the right to do so, and do not 

fornicate; anyone who does this shall pay the penalty and on the Day of Rising 

his punishment will be doubled and he will be humiliated in it timelessly, for 

ever, except for those who turn in repentance and believe and act rightly. Allah 

will transform the wrong actions of such people into good — Allah is Ever- 

Forgiving, Most Merciful —for certainly all who repent and act rightly have 

turned sincerely towards Allah.

Those who do not bear false witness and who when they pass by worthless talk, 

pass by with dignity.

Those who, when they are reminded of the signs of their Lord, do not turn their 

backs, deaf and blind to them.

Those who say, “Our Lord, give us joy in our wives and our children and make 

us a good example for those who are God-fearing”
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Such people will be repaid fir their steadfastness with the Highest Paradise, 

where they will meet with welcome and with “Peace”. They will remain in it 

timelesslyfir ever. What an excellent lodging and abode!

Say: “What has My Lord to do with you if you do not call on Him? But you 

have denied the truth, so punishment is bound to come.” (25:63-77)

S
laves of the All-Merciful! In the above verses of Surat al-Furqan,

Allah, exalted is He, mentions the special characteristics of these 

elite human beings whom He has raised, to a very high status amongst 

His creation, both in this world and the Hereafter.

Slaves of the All-Merciful! Allah, exalted is He, honours His special 

slaves by joining their names with His.

Slaves of the All-Merciful! They have human form but they are not like 

other human beings. They are very near to Allah, exalted is He. They 

are the ones about whom He says:

Yes, the friends of Allah will feel no fear and will know no sorrow.
(10:62) * ' ’' ■

Slaves of the All-Merciful! They are the ones whom Allah, exalted is He, 

describes in the hadith qudsi when He says:

My slave draws nearer to Me by nothing more pleasing to Me than what I 

have made obligatory on him, and then continues to draw nearer to Me by 

supererogatory devotions until I love him: and when I love him I become 

his hearing with which he hears, his sight with which he sees, his hand 

with which he strikes, and his foot with which he walks. Should he ask of 

Me, I will surely grant his request; should he ask Me for protection I will 

surely protect him. Never do I hesitate in anything as I hesitate in taking 

the soul of My believing slave: he dislikes death, and I dislike displeasing 

him, but it is something inevitable. (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Slaves of the All-Merciful! They are the ones who will be safe on the 

Day of Greatest Terror.

The greatest terror will not grieve them, and the angels will meet them,

“This is your day which you were promised.” (21:103)

Slaves of the All-Merciful! They are those on the straight path who say:

“Our Lord is Allah”, and then go straight, on them will the angels descend. 

“Do not fear and do not grieve but rejoice in the Garden that you have 

been promised!” (41:30-32)

Slaves of the All-Merciful! They are the people whom Allah, exalted is 

He, ordered His Messenger $$ to keep company with.

Keep yourself patiently with those who call on their Lord morning and 
evening, desiring His Face. (18:28)

Slaves of the All-Merciful!They are the people beloved of the Messenger 

of Allah &

Abu Said al-Khudri related: Once the Prophet entered the mosque and 

found a group of the Companions sitting together in remembrance of 
Allah and he asked them: “Why are you gathered here?” “We are gathered 
here to remember Allah and to thank Him for the gift of Islam,” they 

replied. “By Allah! Are you only gathered for this reason?” he asked them. 

“By Allah! We are only gathered for this reason,” they replied. The Prophet 

repeated his question three times and they replied three times with the 

same answer. After this he said: “I did not ask you again and again because 

I didn’t believe you. I asked you because the angel Jibril 8^ came and told 

me that Allah, exalted is He, is proud of you and is praising you amongst 

His angels because of what you are doing.” (Muslim)

Slaves of the All-Merciful! They are the ones whose souls are tranquil 

and whose hearts have found peace.

Those who have iman and whose hearts find peace in the remembrance of 

Allah. Only in the remembrance of Allah can the heart find peace. (13:28) 

0 self at rest and at peace, return to your Lord well-pleasing and well- 

pleased. Enter among My slaves! Enter My Garden. (89:30-32)

Have they not achieved the ultimate goal of Islam?
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What has been mentioned here about the slaves of the All-Merciful is

like a drop in the ocean in comparison to their real worth. If we desire 
to be one of them, if we long to attain to their exalted ranks, we must 

hasten to learn about their special qualities and strive to imitate them. 

Islam is about striving for perfection according to the example of our 

beloved Prophet $ and the noble ones whose hearts have been illuminated 

by the light that he brought The slaves of the All-Merciful are living 

proof of the authenticity of the Message of Islam. They walk in the 

footsteps of the Messenger and his Companions, sitting at the feet of 

the noble scholars and keeping company with the right-acting. They have 

struggled with their selves and increased their devotions until they have 

become beloved to the All-Merciful, and He has purified their hearts, 

illuminated them and drawn them near to Him.

If we desire the greatest gift Allah, exalted is He, bestows on a human 

being: to be raised among the ones who are connected to Him, the slaves 

of the All-Merciful, then we must follow in their noble footsteps. May 

Allah grant us success. Ameen.

The great honour of being selected as Allah’s slave

Some people who claim to follow the revealed books have misinterpreted 

the biblical statement that Allah created man in His own image, taking 

only the superficial meaning of this profound statement instead of 

seeking the sublime possibility of our human potential. They claim that 

it is better to be a son of God than a slave of Allah. This comparison 

dearly indicates a lack of knowledge of tawheed, which is the science by 

which we understand the unity of Allah, the unity of His Lordship of 

His creation, and the unity of His names and attributes. Allah, exalted 

is He, has described Himself in the Noble Qur’an with these words: 

"There is nothing like Him” (42:11). The observable natural order in 

the universe and the earth clearly indicates that it has emanated from 

one unique independent source. It is this unique source, our Creator, 

Allah, exalted is He, whom we worship. A son is a duplicate of his father, 

having similar attributes and an independent will. Thus, if Allah were to 

have a son, there would be two independent creators and consequently 

a conflict of wills resulting in chaos. This is inconceivable, and people 

commit a serious logical error by attributing divinity to the prophet Isa 

$3 who was given birth to by his mother and seen to eat, drink and 

walk in the marketplace. While committing this error, they somehow 

manage to overlook the even more miraculous creation of their original 

ancestor, the prophet Adam ® although his origin is described without 

contradiction in all the revealed books.

To be a slave is to be abased or to abase yourself, either willingly or 

unwillingly, to someone or something that you are completely dependant 

upon. The opposite condition is to be a free person. The question 

is, “How can any human beings claim to be free while their lives are 

dominated by their dependence on this world?” We humans, who must 

eat, drink, work and test, are slaves to both our real physical needs and 

our imaginary desires, and we devote most of our time and effort to 

fulfilling them. Is there anyone of us not devoting himself to a goal 

of some kind, seeking wealth or power, acquiring a symbol of worldly 

success or trying to attract the attention of a suitable mate? In spite of 

all our concerted efforts, our effect on the universe, even our success in 

gaining control over natural events has been quite insignificant. Even our 

most brilliant nuclear physicists cannot control the complex processes 

that take place within their own bodies. It would be wiser to admit our 

incapacity before our Creator.

Few people realise that a life spent pursuing the perceived symbols of 

material success is a life spent in slavery. When slavery was abolished in 

the USA, did African Americans become free? Free perhaps from the visible 

shackles of their tangible owners, but never free from the invisible bonds 

of their intangible desires. Their only freedom and our only freedom, is 

freedom of choice - freedom to choose the master to whom we devote 

our time and effort.

The bonds that enslave people to this material world are bonds of fear. 

Fear of death, hunger, rejection, loss, humiliation and failure. Islam, 

submission to the Unique Creator, the Eternal Source and Destination of 

all, teaches us that the life we have been given in this world is for a limited
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time only, during which our provision is guaranteed, and so all these fears 

are unfounded. The All-Merciful Creator has provided us with guidance 

on a straight path through this life, if we follow it. What we should fear 

is that He might allow us to go astray or even deny His guidance, thus 

preventing our safe return to Him and condemning ourselves to an eternity 

of misery and suffering. He is the Independent, the Before Endless Time, 

the Absolute Source of the creation, the Bringer into Being, the Sustainer, 

the Provider, the Destroyer and the Going On After Endless Time. These 

are only a few of His Divine Names by which He manifests His Reality 

in His universe for those who possess intelligence.

We human beings have a limited choice. Either to be a doomed slave 

of this harsh world or to be a grateful slave of the All-Merciful. To 

be truly free in this world, we must devote ourselves to the One Who 

created us and upon Whom we depend. Indeed, taqwa, fearful awareness 

of the awesome power of our Lord and Creator, is the highest attribute a 

human can possess, and to be named the Slave of the All-Merciful Lord 

of creation is to be admitted to the highest station to which a human 

being can aspire. May Allah grant us success. Ameen.

1. Humility

Th slaves of the All-Merciful are those who walk with humility on the

earth... (25:63)

T
he first quality that Allah the Exalted mentions about the slaves 

of the All-Merciful is their humility. They have realised their 

insignificance in relation to the vastness of Allah’s creation and their 

hearts are humbled and filled with awe of Allah, exalted is He, the 

Exalted, the Formidable. Today’s scientists will confirm that our planet is 

a small part of the solar system, and that the solar system is one of many 

in a vast galaxy of stars, and that this galaxy is like a grain of sand in a 

vast desert in comparison to the universe. What is the significance of a 

human being when compared to the whole universe? Yet today’s scientists 

are proud of what they have discovered, even though their knowledge is 

like a raindrop in comparison to Allah’s creation that encompasses vast 

oceans beyond our comprehension.

The slaves of the All-Merciful are well aware of the vastness of Allah’s 

creation and do not need scientific instruments to confirm their

knowledge. Their hearts are humbled before Allah the Exalted, and 

because of their humility before Him, He has raised them to a high 

station.

Abu Hurayra related that the Prophet $ said: “I testify to three things. 

Giving sadaqa does not decrease your capital; when the slave forgives his 

brother for the sake of Allah, Allah gives him honour; and whoever 

humbles himself before Allah, Allah will raise his degree.” (Muslim)
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Honour, power and glory belong to Allah and to His Messenger and 

the Believers. (63:8)

The greatest human beings, the prophets and the messengers, were 

characterised by humility.They knew that their prophethood was not an 

achievement of which they could be proud, but an honour bestowed upon 

them by Allah the Exalted. Allah ordered His prophet Muhammad

Be kind and humble to the believers who follow you. (26:215)

The Messenger of Allah was the most humble of men.

Abu Hurayra 4® relates that the Prophet £ said: “Every prophet tended 

sheep.” The Companions asked him, “Were you a shepherd too?” 

He replied, “Yes, I was a shepherd for the people of Makkah.” (Al- 

Bukhari)

When she was asked what the Prophet did when he was at home, Aisha 

£ replied: "He spent his time helping his family until the time of the 

prayer and then he hurried to pray.” (Al-Bukhari)

It is related by Aisha, al-Hasan ibn Ali, Abu Sa’id al-Khudri and others 

that he would dean his own dothes, mend his own sandals, serve himself, 

sweep the house and hobble the camel. He would take the camels out to 

graze and eat with the servants. He would knead bread with them and 

carry his own goods from the market. (Al-Bukhari and Ahmad)

A man came to him and began to tremble out of awe of him. The Prophet 

£ told him: "Relax, I am not a king. I am the son of a Quraishi woman 

who eats dried meat.” (Ibn Majah)

Abu llmama said, "The Messenger of Allah came to us leaning on a 

staff and we stood up for him. He said: ‘Do not get up as the Persians 

do to show esteem for one another.’” (Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah)

He said: "I am a slave. I eat as a slave eats and I sit as a slave sits.” (Al- 

Bukhari)

The Prophet $ used to ride on a donkey and would have someone ride 

behind him on it. He would visit the very poor and sit with the poor. He 

answered the invitation of the slave and sat amongst his Companions, 

mixing with them. He would sit down amongst whichever part of the 

group he came to.

The slaves of the All-Merciful are those who walk with humility on the 

earth. (25:63)

We can see by the way a person walks and acts whether they are proud, 
disdainful of others, impatient, or afraid. The slaves of the All-Merciful 
are described here as walking humbly and sedately. They do not hold their 

heads high, nor do they bow excessively. They walk in an unaffected way, 
so as not to draw attention to themselves or give others the impression 

that they are pious.

Do not avert your face from people out of pride and do not strut about 

arrogantly on the earth. Allah does not love anyone who is vain or boastful. 

Be moderate in your walking and lower your voice. The most hateful of 

voices is the braying of the donkey. (31:18-19)

Do not walk on the earth with conceit and arrogance. You will certainly 

never split the earth apart, nor will you ever rival the mountains in height! 

(17:37) ; - ' ■ • : - • - ’ ' ' • •

The slaves of the All-Merciful are humble because they know that the 

Hereafter is only for humble believers.

The Home of the Hereafter. We grant it to those who do not seek to 

exalt themselves in the earth, or to cause corruption in it. The successful 

end is for those who have taqwa. (28:83)

They know that pride is an attribute of ignorant people who have 

forgotten the One Who was generous to them. They misuse His gifts 

and feel pride in their own power. We can find many examples of these 

people in the Noble Qur an.

Qarun was one of the people of Musa, but he lorded over them. 

(28:76)

So We caused the earth to swallow him up, and his house. (28:81)
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Pharaoh was a proud boaster. He called out saying, “I am your lord most 

high!” (7924)

For the one who overstepped the bounds and preferred the life of this 

world, the Blazing Fire will be his refuge. (79:38)

When he was on the point of drowning he cried out, “I believe that there 

is no god but Him in whom the tribe of Israel believe. I am one of the 

Muslims!” “What, now! When previously you rebelled and were one of 

the corrupters?” (10:90-91)

The Prophet 1 forbade us to be proud.

Abdullah ibn Masud related that the Prophet said: “Whoever has a 

grain of pride in his heart will not enter Paradise.” A man stood up and 

asked. "What about the person who likes to wear good clothes and fine 

shoes?" The Prophet replied, “Allah is beautiful and loves beauty. Pride 

means to deny the truth and to look down upon others.” (Muslim)

The Prophet $ hated pride.

Salama ibn al-Akwa related that a man was sitting in the company 

of the Prophet & and eating with his left hand. The Prophet advised 

him: “Eat with your right hand.” The man was too proud to change 

his habit while his people were looking on, so he said: “I cannot.” The 

Prophet said: “So be it” From that moment the mans right hand became 

paralysed. (Muslim)

Only Allah has the right to be proud.

Allah says: “Honour is My lower garment and pride is My upper garment; 

whoever desires them, I will destroy him without remorse.” (Muslim)

The slaves of the All-Merciful are always humble because they want Allah 

to love them. They know that if they act proudly He will hate them.

Abu Hurayra £ related that the Messenger of Allah said: “There 

once lived a very proud man. He used to wear the finest clothes and his 

hair was always combed in the latest fashion. He was very proud of his 

appearance and was strutting about with his head held high when Allah 

caused the earth to open and swallow him. He will continue to fall into 

the depths of the earth until the Day of Rising. One of the signs of 

the Last Day will be when pride appears and spreads among men.” (Al- 

Bukhari and Muslim)

The likeness of the life of this world is that of water which We send 

down from the sky, and which then mingles with the plants of the earth 

to provide food for both people and animals. Then when the earth is at 

its loveliest, and takes on its fairest appearance, and its people think that 

they have all the power to control it at their disposal, Our Command 

comes upon it by night or day and We reduce it to dried out stubble, as 
though it had not been flourishing the day before! In this way We make 

our signs dear for people who reflect. (10:24)

We should reflect upon what Allah the Exalted has taught us, and take as 

our example the humility of the slaves of the All-Merciful. If we have a 

strong desire to be amongst them we must struggle with our selves until 

we become humble people. May Allah guide us all and grant us success 

in this endeavour. Ameen.
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2. Peace

., .and who, when the ignorant speak to them, say, “Peace”. (25:63)

T
he second characteristic of the slaves of the All-Merciful is that

when ignorant people jeer at them they reply with mild and 

gentle words. They walk sedately and with humility, as we mentioned 

in the first chapter, and they do not pay any attention to ignorant 

and foolish people, because they are occupied in their remembrance 

of Allah, exalted is He. They see no reason to become involved with 

those who jeer at them or to waste their time arguing with them 

because they know it will only encourage those people to be more 

foolish, which is a waste of effort. Moreover, they do not have proud 

selves that wish to defend themselves or retaliate. Their first priority 

is constant remembrance of Allah, exalted is He, from which they do 

not wish to be distracted, and so when they are abused they just reply, 

‘Peace!’They do not say this because they are weak or unable to defend 

themselves, but because they do not wish to descend to the level of 

fools and their time is too precious to waste on something that has 

no value in the sight of Allah.

Wherever we go, we will inevitably encounter ignorant people, even 

amongst the Muslims. They are the ones in any group who think that 

they already know everything that they need to know. This prevents them 

from respecting and learning from the wise. These people imagine that 

they are doing the right thing while they are actually doing wrong. They 

like to argue and interfere, hindering progress and preventing things from 

going smoothly. In the end, they are the greatest losers because they harm 

themselves more than the ones they wish to harm.

Say: “Shall I inform you of the greatest losers in respect to their actions? 

People whose efforts in this life are misguided while they think that they 

are doing good.” (18:103-4)

Their foolishness will cause them to be misguided and lead them into 

corruption.

When they are told, “Do not cause corruption in the earth,” they say: 

“We are only putting things right" No indeed! They are the corrupters 

but they are not aware of it (2:11-I2)

An-Nu’man ibn Bashir related that the Messenger of Allah said: 

“Those who keep within Allah’s limits and those who don’t are like people 

who are travelling on a ship. Some of them sit on the upper deck and the 

others below. When those below are thirsty, they ask those on die upper 

deck to pass water to them. They do not like having to ask for water so 

they try to think of an alternative. Then one of them

we bore a hole in the side of the ship so that we can get water whenever 

we want?’ If the people on the upper deck allow the people below to 

carry out their plan they will all be drowned, but if they prevent them 

they will all be saved.” (Al-Bukhari)

In the logic of the Glorious Qur’an it is pointed out that there is a big 

difference between a person who has knowledge and a fool.

Say. “Are they the same — those who know and those who do not know?’ 

(39:9)

Allah will raise in rank those of you who have iman and those of you who 

have been given knowledge. (58:11)

suggests: ‘Why don’t

Only those of His slaves with knowledge have fear of Allah. (35:28)

Allah likens ignorant people to the blind:

Is he who knows that what has been sent down to 

is the truth like him who is blind? (13:19)
you from your Lord
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Those who are blind in this world will be blind in the Hereafter. (17:72)

If anyone turns away from My reminder, his life will be a dark and narrow 

one and on the Day of Rising We will gather him blind. He will say: 

“My Lord, why have you gathered me blind when before I was able to 

see?” He will say: “Just as Our signs came to you and you forgot them, 

in the same way you are forgotten today.” (20:124-5)

Can you make the deaf to hear or guide the blind? (43:40)

Who when they pass by worthless talk, pass by with dignity; and who 

when they are reminded of the signs of their Lord do not turn their 

backs, deaf and blind to them. (25:73)

Ignorance is the opposite of knowledge. If knowledge is a light by which 

a man can see the Straight Way, then ignorance is darkness in which a 

man will blindly stumble and lose his way.

The blind and seeing are not the same. Nor are the darkness and the 

light. (35:19-20)

Those who have been given knowledge see that what has been sent down 

to you from your Lord is the truth. (34:6)

This is why Allah has raised the status of people of knowledge.

Amar ibn Suwayb related from his father from his grandfather & that 

the Messenger of Allah said: “He is not one of us who does not 

have mercy on the young and respect for the elders and doesn’t honour 

the rights of the people of knowledge.” (At-Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud 

and Muslim)

Abu Musa al-Ash’ari related that the Messenger of Allah said: “It 

is from Allah’s attribute of beauty that He puts in your heart respect for 

the white haired Muslims, the one who has memorized the Holy Qur’an 

and the just leader.” (Abu Dawud)

It is necessary to know how to define ignorance from an Islamic point of 

view. We can recognise the ignorant man by his foolishness and stupidity, 

but ignorance in Islam does not necessarily mean lack of education,

although this might be a contributory factor because it prevents a person 

from being able to read and study more about the Deen. \

We must not forget that the Prophet did not read or write.

You never recited any book before it. Nor did you write one down with
your right hand. (29:48)

Yet our beloved Messenger has taught the wise of many generations 

of Muslims, and his teaching will continue until the Last Day. We can 

find many great historical figures who were unable to read and write, 

but this did not prevent them from seeking knowledge and using all the 

faculties which Allah had given them to seek knowledge of the Reality. 

For example, before the Revelation there was in Makka a wise man named 

Kus ibn Saida. He was a famous orator. He could not read or write, but

people came to listen to his speeches and learn from his wisdom. He 

would always invite his listeners to use their minds to reach towards the 

Creator by teaching them to reflect on all the natural phenomena and on 

life and death. The Prophet Muhammad used to listen to the words 

of Kus and he admired them. After the Prophet emigrated to Madina, 

he asked about Kus because he wanted to meet him, but he was told that 

he had died many years ago. He said: “May Allah have mercy on Kus. 

He will be resurrected as a single nation.” Kus died before Islam but he 

used the intelligence that Allah had given him to understand the truth 

about His creation and so he was raised to a high status. (Ibn Kathir in 

as-Sirat an-Nabawiyya, at-Tabarani and al-Mas’udi in Muruj adh~Dhahab')

harm others by his words and actions.

The foolish man is prevented by his own ignorance from educating himself 

according to the teachings of the Qur’an and the Sunnah, and training 

himself to have good manners and not

He cannot see the need to study these things because he is so completely 

occupied with meaningless material goals that he is lost in darkness.

Once a man who had not been taught to read and write came to the 

Prophet $ and said: “I have travelled for three days to meet you because 

I want to ask you just one question.” The Prophet smiled and asked 
the man: “What is your name?” The man replied: “My name is Zaid
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al-Khayla (Zaid the Horse).” The Prophet smiled and said: “Your name 

should be Zaid al-Khayra (Zaid the Good). What is your question?” Zaid 

al-Khayr asked: "I would like to know how we can tell the people whom 

Allah loves from the people whom He doesn’t love.” “How did you feel 

when you woke up this morning?” asked the Prophet. “I awoke loving 

the right path and the people who follow it, and if I too can follow it I 

will be happy and if I cannot I will be very sad,” the man replied. The 

Prophet said: "Truly, this is the sign of the people whom Allah loves. If 

you are not one of them Allah would not care about you wherever you 

may be." (Ibn Majah)

in the Qur an who boasted about his garden and said arrogantly, “I 

think that the Hour will never come!” (18:36). This is the highest 

level of stupidity because everything that we receive has been granted 

to us by Allah.

If you tried to count the favours of your Lord you would never be able 

to count them. (16:18)

Whatever blessings and good things you have, they are from Allah. 

(16:53)

Zaid is a good example of someone seeking knowledge. He had a 

strong desire to be one of the beloved slaves of Allah. Not being able 

to read or write did not prevent him from correcting his faults, learning 

courtesy and educating himself about Islam. Conversely, a foolish person 

is pleased with himself and does not seek real knowledge because he is 

not aware that he is doing anything wrong. Consequently, he does not 

control his actions or his tongue, and has no interest in acquiring the 

good character and courtesy that distinguish human beings from animals. 

Such a person may rise to the highest level of knowledge in the sciences 

of this world and still have no idea on how to correct his own character 

unless he is fortunate enough to be guided to the straight path of Islam. 

Such people are the greatest losers because they do not even know the 

difference between good and bad, useful and useless. In Islam they are 

considered ignorant, whereas a person who has not studied the sciences 

of this world but who has educated and disciplined himself correctly 

according to the teachings of Islam is considered better in the sight of 

Allah and the Muslims.

A person once abused Sayyiduna Ali ^>. That night Ali came to him in 

his dream and greeted him with "Salam — peace”. The man went to a man 

of knowledge and asked him what it meant. The wise man said: “You 

must be one of the ignorant people because Allah says: The slaves of the 

All-Merciful are those who walk with humility on the earth, and when 

fools harass them they reply, “Peace”.’” (25:63) (Nahj al~Balagha)

Ignorance leads to disbelief, wickedness and disobedience.

Allah has given you love of iman, and made it pleasing to your hearts, and 

has made disbelief, wickedness and disobedience hateful to you. Such are 

they who are rightly guided. (49:7)

The story of Iblis is a dear example of this. His ignorance led him to 

disobey the order of Allah.

Ignorant indeed are those who do not even realise they are ignorant. 

They are not aware of the gifts coming to them from Allah at every 

moment, and if they obtain something, they consider that they acquired 

it by their own efforts and not because the Provider, Allah, exalted is 

He, had written it for them. They resemble Qarun, the arrogant tyrant 

been given to me
because of the knowledge I possess.” (28:78), or the man mentioned

from the people of Musa, who said: “This has only

He refused and was proud, and he was one of the disbelievers. (2:34)

Allah commanded the Prophet S:

Make allowances for people, command what is right and turn away from 

the ignorant. (7:99)

Allah says about the slaves of the All-Merciful:

When they hear worthless talk they turn away from it and say: “We have 

our actions and you have your actions. Peace be upon you. We desire not 

the company of the ignorant” (28:55)

Because of the bad things resulting from ignorance and foolishness, the
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Prophet always sought refuge 

say as he went out:

with Allah from it. So he would always

“0 Allah, I take refuge with You lest I should stray or be led astray, or 
slip or be tripped or oppress or be oppressed, or behave foolishly or be 

treated foolishly.” (At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah)

So if we desire to be one of the slaves of the All-Merciful, we must avoid 

ignorance and learn wisdom and good manners and educate ourselves 
in the way of Islam.

3. Night Prayers1 (Tahajjucty

1 We use the word 'prayer sometimes for salat or du’a, since the ‘tbadah of the night comprises salat, du ’a 
and Jlilr because of the famous hadith in which Abu Hurayra narrated that the Messenger of Allah 
said: “Our Lord, the Blessed and Exalted, descends every night to the heaven of this world when the last 
third of the night is still to come and says, "Who will call on Me so that I may answer him? Who will ask 
Me so that 1 may give him? Who will ask forgiveness of Me so that I may forgive him?’” (Mttwatta’ Imam 
Malik)
So the worship of the night includes all of these elements, and of course, the nature of salat itself is 
ptaycr, i.e. duh as defined by the ‘ulama.

Those who pass the night prostrating and standing before their Lord. (25:64)

W
hen the night comes, the slaves of the All-Merciful transform 

its darkness into light. They love the darkness of the night more 

than the light of the day because they know it contains a great secret. 

One of the salihun (people of right action), Sulayman ad-Darani, said: 

“If it were not for the night I would love nothing in this world.” ( Tarikh 

Dimasbq, Ibn Asakir). One of the salihun said: “For these forty years 

nothing has made me sad except the Coming of dawn.” The greatest gift 

that Allah can give these people is to awaken them in order that they 

can pray to Him, with both extra salat and du a, while others are asleep. 

Allah has chosen them and raised their station because He knows the

purity of their intention and wishes to give them a light to guide them 

and guide others by diem.

One man asked Hasan al-Basri A, why the faces of the people who perform 

tabajjui (night prayers) shine more brightly than others. Fie answered: “It
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is because when they are alone with the light of the All-Merciful, He 

clothes them with light from His Light.” (Chapter on al-Muraqaba wa}l~ 

muhasabah in Ihya ulwm ad-dirt, Imam al-Ghazali)

Abd al-Aziz ibn Umayra said: “When a man goes to the king of the 

kings of this world, he receives the treasures of this world. What about 

the man who goes to the King of all the Worlds, will Allah not give him 

a greater reward?”

The meaning of the sabtt is intimacy with Allah, exalted is He, hoping 

for His mercy and humility before His might. It is the fortress of the 

believers. There is a cure and nourishment for our hearts and souls in it. 

It is the best way to obtain success and all good.

The Messenger of Allah $ said: “If a person performs the five daily sdat 

after making a thorough wmJm, and prays them at the beginning of their 

time with complete humility and submission, Allah has promised to forgive 

him.” (Muslim, Abu Dawud and Ahmad)

Salat is the second pillar of Islam, the first being the affirmation of Allah’s 

unity. In addition to performing these five obligatory daily prayers, the 

slaves of the All-Merciful leave their beds when they hear His call during 

the night and perform extra prayers while ordinary people are sleeping. 

There are many well-authenticated hadith confirming the blessings of 

prayer during the hours of darkness.

It is related by Abu Hurayra that the Messenger of Allah said: 

“Allah, exalted is He, descends to the heaven of this world in the last 

third of the night saying: ‘I am the King; whoever asks of Me, I will 

answer him; whoever requests something from Me, I will answer his 

request; whoever asks for forgiveness, I will forgive him.’” (Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim)

Abu Hurayra also reported that the Prophet said: “The best prayers 

after the obligatory prayers are the night prayers.” (Muslim)

Umar ibn Absa related that the Messenger of Allah # said: “The Lord 

is nearest to His slave in the last part of the night, so if you can be with

the people who remember Allah at this time, do so. (Al-Hakim and 

at-Tirmidhi)

The night prayers hold many secrets.

Jabir ibn Abdullah & said: “I heard the Messenger of Allah ^5 say: “In 

the night there is a special hour. If a slave with sincere humility asks 
Allah for anything of this world or the next at this time, his prayer will 

be answered. This time occurs every night.” (Muslim)

The salihun know that the prayer of the night brings life to dead hearts, draws 

us nearer to Allah, protects us from wrong action, erases our bad actions 

and deanses our bodies of sickness. This is why the Prophet said:

"You must perform the night prayers because it was the habit of the 

people of the previous nations.” (At-Tirmidhi; related by Bilal «$fe)

Abdullah ibn Abbas said: “Whoever would like Allah to make the 

standing on the Day of Rising easier for him should stand and prostrate 

before his Lord in the darkness of the night ‘How about the one who spends 

the night hours in prayer, prostrating and standing, fearing the Hereafter 

and hoping for the mercy of his Lord? Say: “Are they the same — those 

who know and those who do not know?” It is only people of intelligence 

that pay attention (39:9).” (Al~Jami’li ahkam al-Qur’an, al-Qurtubi)

The slaves of the All-Merciful are those intelligent people who pay 

attention to this verse and rise from the comfort of their beds to spend 

part of the night with their Lord. So Allah says about them:

They used to sleep only a little by night and in the hours before dawn 

they would seek Allah’s forgiveness. (51:17-18)

the slaves of the All-Merciful enjoy performing these devotions.

Abu Sulayman ad-Darani said, “The people of the night enjoy their 

nights much more than the people who spend their nights frequenting 

night dubs. If there were no night I would not wish to remain in this 

world. If Allah, exalted is He, only rewarded the people of the night
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with the sweetness which they received in their prostrations, that would 

be enough for them.” (Chapter on Tartib al-Awrad wa Tafdeel in Ihya ‘ulum 

Min, Imam al-Ghazali)

Abdullah ibn Umar said when death came to him: “I do not feel sad 

about leaving anything in this world except fasting in the hot days of 

summer and standing in prayer during the night.” (At-Tzba^at, Ibn Sa’d)

When one of the salihun was on his deathbed, the people around him 

asked him if there was anything that he wanted. He replied: “I would like 

a very long night in which I could stand before my Lord.”

Performing tahajjud in the darkness of the night is a good way of learning 

how to pray with humility and submission, because these prayers are only 

between the slave and his Lord. No one but his Lord sees him or knows 

that he performs them. They are a proof of a believer s sincerity and he 

will surely be one of the successful people about whom Allah says:

Successful indeed are the Believers. Those who are humble in their prayers. 

(23:1-2)

They used to sleep only a little by night and in the hours before dawn 

they would seek Allah’s forgiveness. (51:17-18)

Their sides forsake their beds as they call upon their Lord in fear and 

ardent hope. And they give from what We have

person knows what joy is kept hidden from them as a reward for what 

they used to do. (32:16-17)

Allah, exalted is He, ordered the Prophet to do the night prayers saying:

You who are enwrapped in your clothing! Stay up at night, except a little, 

half of it or less, or a little more, and recite the Qur’an distinctly. We will 

impose a weighty word upon you. Certainly rising at night has a stronger 

effect and is more conducive to concentration. In the day much of your 

time is taken up with business matters. (73:1-5)

To get up for the night prayers we have to oppose our selves strongly, because 

we would rather sleep the whole night than leave our comfortable beds.

provided for them. No

Some people asked Abdullah ibn Mas’ud -4S>: “Why can we not perform 

the night prayers?” He replied, “Because of your wrong actions. They 

weigh you down and cause you to sleep.” (At-Tahajjud, Ibn Abi Dunya)

Some people asked Ibrahim ibn Adham: “We cannot get up for the night 

prayers. Can you advise us as to what we should do in order to perform 

them?" He replied, “If you do not disobey Allah during the day, He will 

wake you to stand before Him during the night because to stand in front 

of your Lord in the night is a great honour for you, and the disobedient do 

not deserve this honour.” (At-Tahajjud, Ibn Abi’d-Dunya)

The Companions mentioned a man in front of the Prophet, saying: “So 

and so always sleeps until the sun has risen.”The Prophet said: “Shaytan 

has urinated in that mans ear.” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

The slaves of the All-Merciful have many reasons for performing tahajjud. 

It is their source of sustenance, and every one of them gets from it 

whatever he needs. Some of them are lovers, enjoying intimacy with 

their Beloved; others are striving to raise their station and draw nearer 

to their Lord; some are in fear, begging Allah to forgive them; others are 

hoping for His mercy and still others are apologising for their inability 

to give sufficient thanks for all the blessings that they have received 

from Him.

He who wishes to attain the high position of those who pray during the 

darkness of the night should prepare by having wudu when retiring to 

bed and making the intention to pray tahajjud before sleeping. When he 

wakes, he should thank Allah for returning him to life after taking his 

soul in sleep and ask Him for protection from the Fire. Then he should 

make wudu and perform the prayers.

Abu Hurayra reported that the Messenger of Allah ££ said: “Shaytan 

ties three knots in the neck of a man when he sleeps. If he awakes and 

remembers Allah, the first knot is untied. If he performs wudu the second 

knot is untied; if he performs two rak’ats the third knot is untied.” In the 

morning he will wake up feeling refreshed. If not he will feel dull and 

sleepy in the morning. (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)
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It is sunnah to make tahajjud from two to eight rak’ats in length and then 

perform the three rak’ats of the witr prayer making eleven rak’ats in all. 

They should be performed in twos.

Abdullah ibn Umar ibn al-Khattab related that the Prophet $ said: 

“The night prayer is two and two and if you are suffering distress you 

can make witr one raF«t.” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

It is sunnah to make the first two rak’ats light, to ask for forgiveness and 

recite Qur’an. Aisha A* related that the Prophet used to pray eleven 

rd’tits during the night (Al-Bukhari). What an example he has left for us! 

He would stand at night in prayer until his feet were swollen, and when 

Aisha became worried about him and asked why he prayed so much when 

he knew that Allah had already promised him forgiveness, he would reply: 

"Am I not a grateful slave?” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Allah ordered His Prophet &

Stay awake for prayer during the night as a supererogatory action for 

yourself. It may well be that your Lord will raise you to a praiseworthy 

station. (17:79)

He always ordered his Companions to pray at night.

Sayyiduna Ali related that the Prophet would knock on the wall of 

the room he shared with Fatimah and say: “Why don’t you get up and 

pray?" (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

The Prophet & once said about Abdullah ibn Umar ibn al-Khattab 

& “Abdullah is a good man as long as he gets up and prays during the 

night” From that time, Abdullah could not sleep at night except for a 

short time. (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Abdullah ibn Amr ibn al-As related that the Prophet said: “Abdullah! 

Don't be like a man who used to pray at night but has ceased to do so.” 

(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Abdullah also reported: “The prayer that Allah loves best is the prayer 

of Dawud and the fast that Allah loves most is the fast of Dawud. He 

slept half the night, prayed for one third and slept one sixth. He would 

fest one day and eat the next” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

The Prophet $$ used to encourage his wife to pray with him. Abu Hurayra 

related that the Prophet $$ said: “If a man rises at night to pray and 

wakes up his wife and they pray two rak’ats together, Allah will write them 

amongst the people who remember Allah much.” (Abu Dawud)

It was the sunnah of the Prophet to rest if he became drowsy during 

his prayers.

Aisha related that he S said: “If anyone feels sleepy in his prayer he 

should rest until his sleepiness passes because if he prays in this state 

he may say something unintended and wrong himself.” (Al-Bukhari and 

Muslim)

The people who pray in the night have a high status in both this world 

and the Next

Asma’bintYazid related that the Prophet said: “On the Day of Rising 

the people will be gathered in one line and the call will come: ‘Where 

are the people who forsook their beds?’They will come and there will be 

only a few of them, and they will enter Paradise without being questioned 

about their past deeds. After they have entered Paradise, Allah will order 

all the rest of the people to come for questioning.” (Ibn Abi Hatim, and 

Ibn Kathir in his ta/sir)

Who would not want to be one those fortunate people who enter the 

Garden without being questioned about their deeds in this world? What 

can we do to be among these people? In his book Ihya ulum ad-din, Abdul 

Hamid al-Ghazali has given some advice concerning the inner and outer 

qualities which help a person to stand before Allah, exalted is He, in 

prayer at night. He advised us about four outer aspects:

1. Do not eat or drink too much as it will make you sleepy.

2. Do not tire yourself out during the day doing something that has 
no value.

3. Take a midday nap if it is possible.
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4. Do not commit any wrong actions during the day or Allah will 

prevent you from standing in prayer at night.

Imam Al-Ghazali also advised us about four inner aspects:

1. Clean your heart of any envy of Muslims, and avoid following 

innovations and preferring this world over the Hereafter.

2. Remember that death will surely come to you, act for the Next 

world and fear in your heart postponing good deeds.

3. Strive to appreciate the significance of standing in prayer before 

your Lord at night.

4. This is the most important! Love Allah and have a strong belief 

while you stand in prayer that you are speaking directly with Allah, 

exalted is He, and do not utter a word without being aware of its 

meaning.

The Prophet $ said, “Stand before your Lord in prayer during the night, 

because it was the practice of our righteous predecessors. It draws you 

near to Allah and erases your wrong actions. It prevents a man from 

wrong actions and his body from sickness” (Ahmad and at-Tirmidhi). 

May Allah increase our iman and grant that we are among those who 

regularly perform the night prayers. Ameen.

4.The Punishment of the Fire

... those who say;‘Our Lord, avert from us the punishment of Hell, its 

punishment is inescapable pain. It is indeed an evil lodging and abode’...

(25:65-66)

T
he Slaves of the All-Merciful have ta^wa and obedience to Allah, 

exalted is He. They are always seeking His pleasure, begging His 

forgiveness, asking to be admitted to the Garden, and taking refuge with 

Him from the punishment of the Fire.

Every self will taste death. You will be paid your wages in full on the 

Day of Rising. Anyone who is distanced from the Fire and admitted to 

the Garden has triumphed. The life of this world is just the enjoyment 

of delusion. (3:185)

On the Day of Rising everyone will know the results of their actions 

in this world and the slaves of the All-Merciful prepare for this day, 

because they do not wish to be amongst the people about whom Allah, 

exalted is He, said:

The day when the wrongdoer will bite his hands and say, “Alas for me! 

If only 1 had gone the way of the Messenger! Alas for me! If only I had 

not taken so-and-so for a friend! He led me astray from the reminder 

after it came to me.” Shaytan is always a deserter in the hour of need. 

(25:27-29)

It is from the time of death that everyone will begin their 
the Next World.

journey to
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Abu Hurayra related that the Messenger of Allah said: “Allah will 

show everyone who is about to enter the Garden the position they would 

have had in the Fire if they had disobeyed His command, so that they 

will be grateful, and He will show everyone who is about to enter the Fire 

the position they would have had in the Garden if they had obeyed His 

command, so that they will be filled with remorse.” (Al-Bukhari)

Whoever enters Hell will not be able to escape. There he will neither die 

(to be in rest) nor live (a good living). (87:13)

Neither will it have a complete killing effect on them so that they die, 

nor shall its torment be lightened for them. (35:36)

They will call out: “0 Malik! (the angel in charge of the custodians of 

Hell) Let your Lord put an end to us!” He will say, “You will stay the 

way you are.” (43:77)

Concerning this, Ibn Abbas said: “The time between their asking 

to be released and their receiving the answer from Malik will be one 

thousand years.”

Some of the Names of the Fire

Ik Pit

As for him whose balance is light, his motherland is Hawiyya (a deep pit). 

And what will convey to you what that is? A raging Fire! (101:7-10)

Ik Sbatterer:

No indeed! He will be flung into al~Hutamah (the Shatterer). And what 

will convey to you what the Shatterer is? The kindled fire of Allah 

reaching right into the heart. It is sealed in above them in towering 

columns. (104:4-9)

The Raging Blaze:

But no! It is a Raging Blaze stripping away the limbs and scalp. 

(70:15-16)

Why has Allah Created the Fire?

First, the Fire is necessary for the establishment of justice. There are 

many tyrants who oppress others without receiving punishment for 

their wrongdoing in this life. If their account of good and evil actions 

has,not been balanced in this world it will be balanced in the Hereafter, 

because Allah has set everything in balance and the scales of His justice 

are inevitable and inescapable. Even if a criminal escapes from justice in 

this life by paying a bribe, by tyranny or by deceit, he will never escape 

the final justice.

We will set up the Just Balance on the Day of Rising and no self 

will be wronged in any way. Even if it is no more than the weight of 

a mustard-seed, We will produce it. We are sufficient as a Reckoner. 
(21:47) V ‘'

So if a believer is oppressed by a tyrant in this world, Allah will give him 

his full rights from this wrongdoer on the Day of Rising.

Those who did evil used to laugh at those who believed. When they 

passed by them they would wink at one another. When they returned 

to their families they would make a joke of them. When they saw them 

they would say, “Those people are misguided.” But they (the sinners and 

disbelievers) were not sent as watchers over them. So this Day (the Day 

of Rising), those who believe are laughing at the disbelievers (while they 

are redining) on couches, gazing in wonder. (83:29-34)

Those who persecute believing men and believing women and then do 

not turn in repentance will have the punishment of HelL (85:10)

Second, the Fire is necessary to prevent the believers from succumbing 
to the temptations of Shaytan.

Third, it will encourage the believers to increase in good deeds in order 
to distance themselves from it.

There are three basic reasons for performing a good deed:

I. Because a man truly understands the greatness of Allah and 
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worships Him only for His sake, and not seeking any reward. This is 

the station of the Messenger of Allah who stood in prayer during 

the night until his feet became swollen and his wife Aisha asked 

ojit of pity.

“Why do you yourself suffer like this when Allah has already promised 

you forgiveness?” To which he replied: “Am I not a grateful slave?” (Al- 

Bukhari and Muslim)

2. For the sake of Allah and hoping for the Garden.

For those who have tapva there is triumph: Gardens and grapevines and full

breasted maidens of similar age, and an overflowing cup, where they will hear 

no bad speech and no lies, a recompense from your Lord, a commensurate 

gift (according to the best of their good deeds). (78:31-36)

3. Out of fear of Allah’s punishment and fear of the Fire.

Beforehand we used to live in fear (of the punishment of Allah) in the 

midst of our families. But Allah was gracious to us and safeguarded us 

from the torment of the searing Fire. (52:26-27)

What are the Conditions of the Fire?

/fcjud

Fear the Fire whose fuel is people and stones. (2:24)

“...I will fill Hell with jinn and men all together.” (11:119)

0 you who believe! Guard yourselves and your families against a Fire 

whose fuel is men and stones. (66:6)

Abu Hurayra^ relates: “We were sitting with the Messenger of Allah 

when we heard a terrible sound. He asked us: “Do you know what that 

was?" "Only Allah and His Prophet know,” we replied. He said, “That 

was die sound of a stone which was thrown into the pit of the Fire seventy 

years ago. It has just reached the bottom.” (Muslim)

fl

Its consistency

They shall have coverings of Fire over them and coverings of Fire beneath 

them. (39:16)

Its colour

The Messenger of Allah jg described the colour of die Fire:

Allah stoked it for one thousand years until it became red hot, and for a 

thousand years until it became white hot, and for one thousand years until 

it became blade and dark as night. (At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah)

How about the inhabitants of the Fire?

Theirfood

Labouring, toiling endlessly, roasting in a red hot fire, drinking from a 

boiling spring. They have no food but a bitter thorny bush,, which neither 

satisfies nor nourishes. (88:5-6)

The Tree of az-Zaqqum is the food of the wicked, seething in the belly like 

molten brass, as boiling water bubbles and seethes. “Seize him and drag him 

bodily into the middle of the Blazing Fire. Then pour the punishment of boiling 

water over his head.” “Taste that! You (thought that) you were the mighty one, 

the noble one! This is the very thing that you used to doubt!” (44:43-50)

The Messenger of Allah said: “If one drop of az-Zaqqum was put in 

this world it would taint all the food and no one would be able to eat.” 

(Ahmad, Ibn Majah and at-Tirmidhi)

Their drink

And if they ask for help, they will be helped with water like boiling oil, 

that will scald their faces. Terrible is the drink and evil is the resting 

place. (18:29}

Tktir clothes

Garments of fire will be cut out for them and boiling water poured over 

^eir heads which will melt the contents of their bellies as well as their
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skin, and they will be beaten with hooked rods of iron. Every time they 

want to get away from it because of their suffering, they will be driven 

back into it: "Taste the punishment of the Burning!” (22:19-22)

Ikir condition

Flat on their faces, blind, dumb and deaf: their shelter will be Hell.

Whenever the Blaze dies down, We shall increase it for them. (17:97)

Iheir punishment

Allah says their punishment will continue without reduction, 

endlessly.

They will beg Allah to let them return to this world to perform good 

deeds, but their request will not be granted. They will say: “Our Lord, 

our miserable destiny overpowered us. We were misguided people. Our 

Lord, remove us from it! Then if we revert again we will definitely be 

wrongdoers." He will say: "Slink away and do not speak to Me.” (23:106- 

103)

Those in the Fire will say to the custodians of Hell: “Call on your Lord 

to make the punishment less for us for just one day.” They will ask: Did 

your Messengers not bring you dear signs?”They will answer: Yes. They 

will reply: “Then keep calling!” But the calling of the disbelievers only 

goes astray. (40:49-50)

Ils lightest punishment

A man will be standing on burning coals so hot that his brain will boil 

from their heat, and he will think that he is being punished the most 

but he has the lightest of the punishments of the Fire. (Al-Bukhari and 

Muslim)

Who Will Inhabit the Fire?

The Mulhidun

These are the people who are making ilhad; the Deniers. They are the 

people who deny the existence of Allah, exalted is He, because they

cannot see Him. Their mistake is that they do not believe in anything 

that they cannot see or touch. These are people like the communists and 

the atheists. Allah says about them:

They will not believe in it until they see the painful punishment. (26:201)

There are two categories of i/W. The first is complete denial: that is to 

deny the existence of Allah and reject all religions. Its people are the 

kafirun, the unbelievers. The second is partial ilhad. Some people know 

that Allah exists, but they do not fear Him or obey Him. Instead, they 

follow their desires and do all kinds of evil deeds. This category includes 

the the hypocrites.

lie Mushrikun

These are the people who worship what is other than Allah. They worship 

imaginary gods or the things they have invented, other humans or even 

themselves.

Some people set up equals to Allah, loving them as they should love 

Allah. But those who have iman have greater love for Allah. If only you 

could see those who do wrong at the time when they see the punishment, 

and see that truly all strength belongs to Allah, and that Allah is severe 

in punishment. (2:165-7)

The Dhalimun

The disbelieving wrongdoers who follow their own desires, seeking 

the good things of this world with no thought for the Hereafter. They 

mislead the ignorant in this world and encourage them to follow them 

in wrong action.

People who love to see indecency being spread about concerning those 

who have iman will have a painful punishment in both this world and the 

Hereafter. Allah knows and you do not know. (24:19)

Ik Mujrimun

These are the criminals, the evildoers. They kill innocent people, oppress 
others or commit unpardonable crimes against humanity.
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If only you could see the evildoers, hanging their heads in shame before 

their Lord: Our Lord, we have seen and we have heard, so send us back 

again and we will act rightly. Truly we now have certainty.” Had We so 

willed We could have given guidance to everyone, but now My Words are 

shown to be true: that I shall fill up Hell entirely with jinn and human 

beings. So taste it Because you forgot the meeting of this Day, We have 

forgotten you. Taste the punishment of eternal timelessness for what you 

did. (32:12-14)

Thus he (Pharaoh) befooled and misled his people, and they obeyed 

hint (43:54)

Th ‘Usat - Disobedient

Those who do not obey the order of Allah and do not do the prayer.

Those in the Gardens will ask the evildoers: “What caused you to enter 

Saqar (The Scorcher)?" They will reply: “We were not among those 

who did salat and we did not feed the poor. We plunged with those who 

plunged and denied the Day o

(74:40-45)

f Judgment until the Certain came to us.

How Can We Avoid the Punishment of the Fire?

Knowledge of this punishment should make us humble before Allah, 

exalted is He, increase us in good actions which will draw us nearer to 

Him andkeep us far from wrong actions. We must realise the importance 

of every moment we have been granted in this world and use our time ’ 

carefully so that we do not die like the inhabitants of the Fire who cry 

in anguish about all the time they wasted in this world.

Anas ibn Malik related that the Messenger of Allah said that on the 

Day of Rising, Allah will take a man who indulged in the pleasures of 

this world and dip him into the Fire and ask him: ‘Did you enjoy your 

life in this world?” He will answer: “O Allah, I did not enjoy a single 

moment” (Muslim)

We must make tawba (turn sincerely to Allah). We must be fully repentant 
for our wrongdoing.

0 you who believe! Make tawba to Allah. It may be that your Lord will 

admit you to Gardens with rivers flowing under them on the Day when 

Allah will not disgrace the Prophet and those who had itnan along with 

him. Their light will stream out ahead of them and on their right. They 

will say. “0 Lord, perfect our light for us and forgive us! You have power 

over all things.” (66:8)

We must take ourselves to account.

Umar ibn al-Khattab said: “Take your self to account and balance your 

good deeds before they are balanced for you.” (At-Tirmidhi)

We must strive to do good actions, because if we truly believe in the 

punishment of the Fire we will make every effort not to be one of its 

unfortunate people. Instead we will wish to be like the slaves of the 

All-Merciful, who pray to Allah, exalted is He, to protect them from 

the punishment of the Fire.

It is recommended to make this supplication before the salam at the 

condusion of our salat.
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If only you could watch when they are being held over the Fire saying: 

"Oh! If only we could be sent back again, we would not deny the signs 

of our Lord.” (6:27)

Reflecting on this knowledge will help us to remember that any pleasure 

we could find in forbidden things is only 

any satisfaction.
temporary, and will never give

AWunimfl inni aWhubika min ‘adhabi abqabri, wa min ‘adhabi jahannama, wa min 

jilnati’l-ttiabya wa’Lmamati, wa min sharrijitnati’l~masihi>d--dajjal.

0 Allah, 1 take refuge in You from the punishment of the grave, from the 

torment of the Fire, from the trials and tribulations of life and death and 

from the evil affliction of al-Masih ad-Daj jal. (Al-Bukhari)



38 Slaves of the All-Merciful

May Allah guide us to the good, strengthen our iman and make us 

the people who pray for safety from the Fire of Hell. Ameen.



5. Spending in the Way of Allah

...those who when they spend, are neither extravagant nor mean, but take a 

stance mid way between the two ... (25:67)

T
he Slaves of the All-Merciful have ilm al~yaqeen — certain knowledge 

that everything they possess is a blessing bestowed on them by Allah 

from His overflowing mercy.

Any blessing that you have is from Allah. (16:53)

Allah has preferred some of you over others in wealth and property. 

(16:71)

If you tried to count Allah’s blessings, you could never count them. (16:18)

The Test

When we consider how much we actually need in order to live we find 

that it is far less than most people imagine and only a small portion of 

what Allah has granted to many human beings whether they worship 

Him or not

The Messenger of Allah S said: “The entire dunya (material world) is not 

worth even a mosquitos wing in the eyes of Allah, exalted is He.”

In other words:

If our Lord had considered that this material world possessed any value 

at all, He would not even have given the disbelievers as much as a drop
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of water to drink.” (Ibn Majah and at-Tirmidhi, related by Sahl ibn Sa’d 
as-Sa'idi *&)

This should give us cause to reflect on how much importance we attach 

to material possessions, how much food we consume, how much we 

waste and how ungrateful we are.

Allah has promised us enough food to keep our backs straight, sufficient 

clothing to protect us from the cold and a roof to shelter us from the 

wind and rain. When Allah blesses us with more than our immediate 

needs we should be very careful, because He is testing us to see what we 

will do with this surplus.

We shall test you with evil and with good. (21:35)

We have tried them as We tried the people of the garden. (68:17)

When we consider the huge numbers of people in need of clean drinking 

water, let alone proper nutrition, we can see that we humans have failed 

miserably to manage and distribute the bounty which Allah has granted 

us. He has kept His promise, but we humans have a lot to answer for, 

and we will be questioned.

The slaves of the All-Merciful know that when Allah, exalted is He, 

provides for them from His bounty He is testing them, so they try 

hard to pass the test. Every one of them knows that his rizq (provision) 

for his entire life has already been decided, and that when the time of 

his death comes the Angel of Death will say to him: “I have searched 

the whole world to find one piece of food with your name on it and I 

have found none. I have searched the whole world to find one drop of 

water with your name on it and I have found none. I have searched the 

whole world to find one breath of air with your name on it and I have 

found none.” Then his feet will not move from that place and he will 

be questioned about:

.. .his life and how he spent it, his knowledge and how he acted on it, 

his wealth, how he obtained it and how he spent it, his body and how he 

acted with it. (At-Tirmidhi)

How to toss the Test

The slaves of the All-Merciful are certain that they will be questioned 

so they are very carefill about their actions. First, they make sure that 

the source from which they accept goods or money is kaloL Every one of 

them knows that his provision for his entire life has been written when 

he was in his mother s womb.

Ibn Masud £ related that the Prophet said: “For everyone of you, his 

creation is gathered in the belly of his mother for forty days as a drop of 

fluid, then for forty days as a dot of blood, then forty days as a lump of 

flesh. Then the angel is sent to him and blows the ruA (spirit of life) into 

his body and Allah orders the angel to write four things: His provision 

by which he will live; the duration of his life; his actions; and whether 

bistiidwillbe happy (in the Garden) or grievous (in Hell). By Allah , the 

One other than Whom there is no god, one of you will do the actions of 

the people of the Garden until there is only a forearms length between 

him and it, then the decree will overtake him and he will do the actions of 

the people of the Fire and thus enter it. One of you will do the actions 

of die people of the Fire until there is only a forearms length between 

him and it, then the decree will overtake him and he will do the actions 

of die people of the Garden and so enter it.” (An-Nawawi)

Seeking Our Provision

IVeknow that we have been promised our provision. It is already written for 
us and we will get it Is it not therefore even more beneficial to seek it by halal 

means! Once Ali ibn abiTalib wanted to pray in the mosque of Kufa. He
gave the reins of his camel to a man who was standing outside the mosque 
and asked him to take care of it until he had finished praying. While he was 
in the mosque, the man took the halter of the camel to the market and sold 
it for two dirhams. During his prayer, Ali had a strong feeling that he should 
reward the man with two dirhams for taking good care of his camel. When 
he came out of the mosque and discovered what the man had done he said: 
“Glory be to Allah! He did not have enough patience to wait for his rizq to 

wme to him and so he hurried to get it by a kram way?
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Although people try to get their provision faster or to increase it by cheating, 

lying, stealing, gambling or taking interest this story shows that all these 

things are completely unnecessary because our provision will definitely come 

to us by a good way if we are patient. So impatience in this situation will 

lead to wrong actions which leads to the Fire. This is why the slaves of the 

All-Merciful take care of how they obtain their provision.

After the slaves of the All-Merciful have obtained Allah’s gifts in halal 

ways they take care to use them in Aak/ ways. The best way to spend 

money is in the way of Allah.

“The one with the longest hand.” His wives went away and measured 

their hands with a stick and found that Sawdas hand was the longest. 

(When Tainab bint Jash died first, while Umar was the khalifa) we came 

to know that his saying a long hand’ was a symbol of giving generously 

in rdojo, because Zainab bint Jash was the first to follow the Prophet 

and she used to love to give in sadaaa!’ (Sawda’ died later in the khalifate 

of Mu’awiya); (Al-Bukhari)

Allah warns us not to store up wealth and tells us what will happen if 

we do not pay Allah His due on it

Is there anyone who will lend Allah a generous loan so that He can

multiply it for him many times over? (2:245)

Who will make a good loan to Allah so that He may multiply it for him? 

He will have a generous reward. (57:11)

Anything you spend in the Way of Allah 

you shall not be treated unjustly. (8:60)

will be repaid to you in full and

Sadaqa (optional acts of charitable generosity)

Satya or zakat should only be given from provision 

by fefal permitted means.

that has been obtained

just as one of you

Abu Hurayra & related that the Prophet $ said: “Give in sadaqa even if it 

is only as much as one date, as long as it has come from honestly earned 

income, for Allah only accepts from honestly earned money. Allah takes 

it in His right hand and fosters the reward for that person, caring for it 

would bring up a

as large as a mountain.” (Al-Bukhari)

baby horse, so much so that it grows

Abu Hurayra £ also related that the Prophet said: “If I was given gold 

as much as the mountain of Uhud, I would not be content unless after 

three nights I had distributed it all to those in need, except for something 

I must keep to pay my debt. (Al-Bukhari)

Aisha 4 related that the wives of the Messenger of Allah once asked 

him: “Who will be the first of us to follow you (in death).” He answered:

As for those who save up gold and silver and do not spend it in the Way 

of Allah, give them news of a painful punishment on the Day it is heated 

up in die fire of Hell and their foreheads, sides and backs are branded 

with it “This is what you kept for yourselves, so taste what you were 

keeping.” (9:35)

Whoever gives satya sincerely for the sake of Allah, exalted is He, Allah 

will increase him in baraka.

Rafi’ibn Khadij *£ related that the Prophet said: “Sadaqa. closes seventy 

doors of bad.” (At-Tabarani)

Anas ibn Malik £ related that the Prophet said: “Sadaqa keeps away 

die anger of your Lord and saves you from a bad end.” (Ibn Hibban and 

at-Tirmidhi)

Umar ibn Auf 4 related that the Prophet said, "The sadaqa of a 

Muslim brings him goodness in this life and saves him from a bad end.” 

(At-Tirmidhi)

Abu Bakr As-Siddiq <£ related that the Prophet said: “Save yourself 
from the Fire even with half a date, because straightens what was

crooked and saves you from a bad end.” (Abu Yala and al-Bazzar)

The Rights of Allah on Our Provision

The one who spends in the way of Allah must remember to thank H im 
^the way He guided him to make this good action.
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Abu Hurayra related a story which was told by the Prophet “One 

day a man was travelling in the desert when he heard a voice coming from 

the sky which said: ‘Give water to the land of so-and so.’ He looked up 

and saw a cloud change its direction and then let its rain fall on a certain 

spot. So he followed the cloud until he came to a place where a man had 

made a tank to keep water for irrigating his field. He asked the man his 

name and the man told him the name that he had heard from the sky 

and said: ‘Why do you ask my name?’ So the traveller told his story and 

asked the farmer: ‘By Allah! Tell me why our Lord treats you like this?’

The man replied, ‘Because I divide the grain from this field into three 

parts. One third is for Allah. I use it to feed the needy in return for Allah’s 

generosity to me. One third is for my family and the rest I return back 

to the field to grow next year’s crop.’” (Muslim)

Allah tells us about the people of a village who did not want to pay 
Allah’s rights from the fruits of their farm. They conspired together to 

avoid giving sadaqa to the needy of the village and Allah punished them 

for mis.

We have tried them as we tried the owners of the garden when they swore 

that they would harvest in the morning but did not say the redeeming 

words: “Insha Allah (If Allah wills)”. So a visitation from your Lord came 

upon it while they slept and in the morning it was burnt and stripped 

bare. In the morning they called out to one another: “Leave early for 

your land if you want to pick your fruit.” So they set off, quietly saying 

to one another: “Do not let any poor man into it today while you are 

there.”They left early, intent on carrying out their scheme. But when they 

saw it they said: “We must have lost our way. No the truth is that we 

are destitute!” The best of them said: “Did I not say to you: ‘Why do 

you not glorify Allah?’”They said: “Glory be to our Lord!Truly we have 

been wrongdoers.” They turned to face each other in mutual accusation. 

They said: “Woe to us! We were indeed disobedient. Maybe our Lord 

will give us something better than it in exchange. We entreat our Lord.” 

Such is the punishment. And the punishment of the Hereafter is much 

greater if they only knew. (68:17-19)
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Allah's Reward for Sadaqa

The slaves of the All-Merciful know that Allah will accept their sadaqa 

and keep it and foster its growth for them and that they will benefit 

from it after their death.

The likeness of those who spend their wealth in the Why of Allah is that of 

a grain which produces seven ears; in every ear are a hundred grains. Allah 

gives multiplied increase to whomever He wills. Allah is All-Encompassing, 
All-Knowing. Those who spend of their wealth in the way of Allah and 
then do not follow what they have spent by demands for gratitude or 

words will have their reward with their Lord. They will feel no

fear and will know no sorrow. (2:261-2)

The Messenger of Allah said: “When the son of Adam dies his actions 

cease except for three things: Sodoqot al’-Jariah, knowledge which is useful 

to others that he passes on, and a good son who prays for him." (Abu 

Dawud and an-Nasa’i)

Correct Intention

When giving the niyyab (intention) is very important. Allah will 

not accept any action unless it is done with a sincere intention, and 

sometimes He gives a reward to a person according to his intention, even 

if it is not possible for that person to carry out what he intends. For 

example, there was a terrible famine in the history of the Tribe of Israel. 

One of their people was travelling in the desert and as he passed by a 

mountain he thought: “If I had a mountain of food like that I would 

give it all to the poor and needy amongst my people.” So Allah wrote 

this for him as if he had actually done it, because of the sincerity of the 

man’s intention. (Ihya eulum ad-din, Imam al-Ghazali)

Abu Hurayra & related that the Messenger of Allah said: “A man said

that he would give something in sadaqa. He went out and gave his charity 

to a man not knowing that the man was a thief. Next morning the people 

told him that he had given his alms to a thief and he exclaimed, ‘O Allah! 

All praise and thanks be to You, I have given sadaqa to a thief! I will give
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sadaqa again.’ So he went out once more and unknowingly gave his 
to a prostitute. Next morning the people told him that he had given his 
sadaqa to a prostitute and he exclaimed ‘O Allah! All praise and thanks 

be to You, I have given sadaqa to a thief and a prostitute! I will give sadaqa 

again.' This time he went out and unknowingly gave his sadaqa to a rich 

man. Next morning the people told him that he had given his sadaqa to 

a wealthy person and he exclaimed, ‘O Allah! All praise and thanks be to 
You, I have given sadaqa to a thief, a prostitute, and a wealthy man! I will 

give sadaqa again.’ Then a wise person came to him and said, ‘The sadaqa 

that you gave to the thief might make him stop stealing; and the sadaqa 

that you gave to the prostitute might make her refrain from adultery; and 

the sadaqa that you gave to the rich man may teach him that he too should 

spend his wealth in the way of Allah.’” (Ahmad and Muslim)

The Messenger of Allah said: "Seven people will be under the shade on the 

Day of Rising. One of them is a man who spends in sadaqa in such a way that 

his left hand does not know what his right hand has given.” (Al-Bukhari)

Abu Hurayra related that the Prophet said: “Every day two angels 

descend and one of them says: '0 Allah! Compensate every person who 

spends in your cause.’ And the other says: ‘O Allah! Destroy every miser!”’ 

(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

It is important to remember that sadaqa need not only be a gift of money. 

There are many types of sadaqa. When you meet your brother with a smile, 

it is sadaqa, when you give someone a helping hand or remove an obstacle 

from the pith, it is sadaqa. When you guide a blind person or help an aged 

person or even put a morsel of food in your wife’s mouth it is written as 

sadaqa. We should always try help needy people who ask for our help.

The Middle Way

The slaves of the All-Merciful spend from their money without being 

extravagant or showing off.

Do not waste by extravagance. He does not like those who waste by 

spending extravagantly. (6:141)

Children of Adam! Wear fine dothing in every mosque and eat and drink 

hut do not be extravagant. He does not love the extravagant. (7:31)

So the slaves of the All-Merciful take a middle position between 
extravagance and miserliness.

Those who, when they spend are neither extravagant nor mean, but take 
a stance mid-way between the two. (25:67)

Do not keep your hand chained to your neck but do not extend it either 

to its full extent so that you sit there blamed and destitute. (17:29)

This is one of the meanings of Ummatan Wasatan (a. middlemost/balanced 

community), which is how Allah describes the Muslims in the Qur’an 

(2:143);

May Allah, exalted is He, guide us to follow the slaves of the All-Merciful 
by using what He has generously provided for us in a way that is pleasing 
to Him, spending in His way without ostentation, and thanking Him 
fatfe opportunity to give for His sake. Ameen.

Abu Hurayra & related that the Prophet £ said: “The example of a miser 

and a sadaqa-giver is like the example of two people wearing iron cloaks 

from their breasts up to their collar bones. When the sadaqa-giver gives in 

charity, the doak expands until it covers his whole body even hiding his 

fingertips and covering his footsteps, but when the miser wants to spend, 

the doak contracts and every band becomes fixed so that when he tries 

to widen it, it remains tight." (Al-Bukhari)
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6. Sincerity

darkness, unable to emerge from it? That is how what they were doing is 

made to seem attractive to the disbelievers. (6:122)

Knowledge of Allah, exalted is He, has brought salina (tranquility) to 
the hearts of the slaves of the All-Merciful and this distinguishes them 

from other human beings. As for those who have no knowledge of Allah, 

exalted is He:

As for anyone who associates anything else with Allah, it is as if he had 
fallen from the sky; and the birds had snatched him and carried him 
away, or the wind had thrown him to alar off place. (22:31)

...and those who do not call on any god beside Allah... (25:68)

T
he worship of the slaves of the All-Merciful is only for Allah alone, 

exalted is He. They know His unity by the knowledge He has 

bestowed on them so they are far away from any form of sink (taking 

anything as an object of worship in partnership with Allah, exalted is 

He). They know that Allah will forgive any wrongdoing that is followed 

by sincere repentance except for associating partners with Him.'Absolute 

Oneness does not forgive worshipping anything except the One.

Allah does not forgive anything being associated with Him, but He 

forgives whoever He wills for anything other than that; and whoever 

, associates something with Allah has committed a terrible crime. (4:48)

Allah does not forgive anything being associated with Him, but He 

forgives whoever He wills for anything other than that; and whoever 

associates something with Allah has gone very far astray. (4:116)

If you associate others with Allah, your deeds will come to nothing and 

you will certainly be among the losers. (39:65)

How could the slaves of the All-Merciful associate partners with Allah, 

exalted is He, when they know that it is He who has saved them from 

the ignorance of disbelief by guiding them to Islam?

Is someone who was dead and We brought to life, supplying him with 

a light by which to walk among people, the same as one who is in utter

about the Oneness of Allah. Teachings of His unity

Tawbid, Unification

Understanding tawbidis so important that the Messenger of Allah 

spent the first thirteen years of his mission in Makka teaching people 

take up a large part

of the Noble Qur’an. Surat al-Ikhlas, which clearly states the doctrine 

of unity, is said to be equal to one-third of the Quran.

all. He has not given birth and was not born. And no one is comparable 
to Him.” (112:1-4)

WiJ makes it dear that Allah, exalted is He, has no likeness. He is 

One in His essence, His attributes and His action. He is the Lord and 

Sustainer of the whole universe.

Say. "Who is the Lord of the heavens and the earth?” Say. “It is Allah.” 

Say. “So why have you taken protectors other than Him, who have no 

power to help or harm themselves?” Say: “Are the blind and the seeing 

equal? Or are the darkness and the light the same? Or have they associated 

partners to Allah who create as He creates, so that all creating seems die 

same to them.” Say. "Allah is the Creator of everything; He is die One, 

the All-Conquering.” (13:16)

Say. "Who provides for you from the sky and the earth? Or who controls 

hearing and sight? And who brings out the living from the dead an d the 
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dead from the living? Who directs the whole affair?”They will say. “Allah.” 
Say “So will you not then be afraid of Allah’s punishment?” (10:31)

Tawbid adb-Dbat, Oneness of the Divine Essence

When we try to understand Allah’s attributes we should remember this 

verse of Surat ash-Shura:

Nothing is like Him. (4211)

Only Allah can have knowledge of His Divine essence and we can only 
know Him through the manifestation of His names and His attributes, 

knowledge of which has been revealed to us through His prophets and 

messengers. The slaves of the All-Merciful do not give any name to Allah 

except the names by which He has named Himself. If we want to pray 

to Allah, we should call on Him by His beautiful names.

And the Most Beautiful Names belong to Allah, so call on Him by them 

and leave the company of those who desecrate His Names. They will be 

repaid for what they did. (7:180)

Tawbid ar-Rububtya, Oneness of Lordship

Allah is the Lord and Sustainer of everything He has created. He gives 
and withholds; He protects and harms; He honours and abases; He 
originates and returns back; He gives life and takes life. The tnushrikun 
amongst the Arabs knew this and believed that Allah was the Sustainer 
of the Universe, but they chose to worship idols to draw near to Him, 

so Allah said about them:as

The slaves of the All-Merciful know that the actions of Allah are not

like those of His creatures. When we say that Allah is merciful it is 

not the same as when we say that Muhammad is merciful. Allah’s

mercy is all-encompassing without limit or likeness. Allah has described 

Himself in the Majestic Qur’an in the Ayat al-Kursi or the Verse of the

Throne:

Allah! There is no god but Him, the Living, the Self-Sustaining. He is 

not subject to drowsiness or sleep. Everything in the heavens and the 

earth belongs to Him. Who can intercede with Him except by His 

permission? He knows what is before them and what is behind them 

but they cannot grasp any of His knowledge except what He wills. His 

footstool encompasses the heavens and the earth, and their preservation 

does not tire Him. He is the Most-High, the Magnificent. (2:255)

If you were to ask them: “Who created the heavens and the earth?” 

They will surely say “The All-Mighty, the All-Knowing created them.” 

(43:9)

Say “Who is the Lord of the seven heavens and the Lord of the mighty 

throne?” They will say “Allah.” Say: “So will you not fear Allah?” 

(23:86-87)

If you asked them who created them, they would say: “Allah.” So how 

have they been perverted} (43:87)

How strange that while they believed that Allah had created them they 

still worshipped other gods.

And your god is one God; there is no god but Him, the All-Merciful, 

the Most Merciful. (2:163)

I am Allah! There is no god but Me, so worship Me and establish salat 

to remember Me. (20:14)

Tawbid al-Ulubiya, Oneness m Worship

This is very important because it means that we must make our worship 

only for Allah, exalted is He. All the prophets and messengers called 

mankind to do this:

0 my peo

you not have taquai (7:65)

"Worship Allah and keep clear of all false gods.” Among them were some 

whom Allah guided but others received the misguidance they deserved.

pie! Worship Allah! You have no other god than Him. So will

So know that there is no god except Allah. (47:19)
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Travel about the land and see the final fate of the deniers. (16:36)

The slaves of the All-Merciful love Allah so they worship Him according 

to the way he has ordered them.

not look at your bodies but He looks at your hearts and your actions.” 

(Muslim)

Say: “If you love Allah, then follow me and Allah will love you and forgive you 

for your wrong actions. Allah is Ever-Forgiving, Most-Merciful. (3:31)

They love Allah and they love people for the sake of Allah, and they 
remember well what the Messenger of Allah said:

“0 Allah! Give me love of You, love of the people who love You, and love 

of every action which draws me nearer to Your Love.” (At-Tirmidhi)

The slaves of the All-Merciful fear Allah.

Those who fear their Lord in the Unseen will have forgiveness and an 

immense reward. (67:12)

The slaves of the All-Merciful trust in Allah.

Why indeed should we not put our trust in Allah when He has guided 

us to our ways? (14:12)

So all their worship and obedience is for Allah alone. Because of their 

obedience, Allah, exalted is He, loves them and mentions their special 

attributes in the verses of Surat al-Furqan which form the basis for this 

book:

... those who do not call to any god beside Allah. (25:68)

The slaves of the All-Merciful sincerely worship Allah. This is because 

the Prophet # was ordered to be sincere in his worship.

Say: "Verily I am commanded to worship Allah (alone) by obeying Him 

and living in worship of Him with sincerity for His sake only.” (39:1)

They know that Allah does not care if we gain a high position in this 

world. He is only concerned about the good actions that we perform 

for His face alone.

Abu Hurayra & related that the Messenger of Allah said: "Allah does

Sincere Intention

The slaves of the All-Merciful dedicate their actions to Allah alone by 
making a sincere intention, and holding to that intention firmly. Allah 
will not accept our actions, no matter how grand they are, unless they 
sincere. We must be very careful not to perform actions that on the surface 
appear to be good actions, but which are only performed to be seen by 
others, and not intended for the face of Allah. To do this is shirk (to 
associate partners with Allah, exalted is He), because we are mistakenly 
thinking that there is someone other than Allah whom we should please, 
that someone else will reward us, and that there is some reason to act 

other than for the pleasure of Allah, may He be glorified. This is very 

dangerous because Allah has promised to forgive any wrong action from 

the son of Adam if he turns in sincere repentance except, as was Stated 

at the beginning of this chapter, associating partners with Him.

Allah does not forgive anything being associated with Him, but He 

forgives whoever He wills for anything other than that; and whoever 

associates something with Allah has committed a terrible crime. (4:48)

There are two kinds of insincere action. The first is the action that is 

done completely for show, as in the case of the munafiq (hypocrite). The 

hypocrites seemed to be praying five prayers with the Prophet everyday, 

hut they were doing so without sincerity and so Allah did not accept 

their outwardly good actions. Allah says about them in the Qur’an:

Verily the hypocrites seek to deceive Allah, but it is He Who deceives 

them. And when they stand up for salat, they stand with laziness and to be 

seen by men, and they do not remember Allah except a little. (4:142)

The second is the action that we begin with a good intention, but when 

we are seen by someone our intention changes to be one of pleasing 

them, instead of pleasing Allah. For this reason we must be on our guard 

against Shaytan (the accursed tempter), who wants to divert and pollute
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Travel about the land and see the final fate of the deniers. (16:36)

The slaves of the All-Merciful love Allah so 
to the way he has ordered them.

they worship Him according

Say. “If you love Allah, then follow me and Allah will love you and forgive you 

for your wrong actions. Allah is Ever-Forgiving, Most-Merciful. (3:31)

They love Allah and they love people for the sake of Allah, and they 

remember well what the Messenger of Allah $$ said:

“0 Allah! Give me love of You, love of the people who love You, and love 

of every action which draws me nearer to Your Love.” (At-Tirmidhi)

The slaves of the All-Merciful fear Allah.

Those who fear their Lord in the Unseen will have forgiveness and an 

immense reward. (67:12)

The slaves of the All-Merciful trust in Allah.

Why indeed should we not put our trust in Allah when He has guided

us to our ways? (14:12)

So all their worship and obedience is for Allah alone. Because of their 

obedience, Allah, exalted is He, loves them and mentions their special 

attributes in the verses of Surat al-Furqan which form the basis for this 

book:

... those who do not call to any god beside Allah. (25:68)

The slaves of the All-Merciful sincerely worship Allah. This is because 

the Prophet # was ordered to be sincere in his worship.

Say: “Verily I am commanded to worship Allah (alone) by obeying Him

and living in worship of Him with sincerity for His sake only.” (39:1)

They know that Allah does not care if we gain a high position in this 

world. He is only concerned about the good actions that we perform 

for His face alone.

Abu Hurayra £ related that the Messenger of Allah said: “Allah does 

not look at your bodies but He looks at your hearts and your actions?

(Muslim)

Sincere Intention

The slaves of the All-Merciful dedicate their actions to Allah alone by 
making a sincere intention, and holding to that intention firmly. Allah 
will not accept our actions, no matter how grand they are, unless they 
sincere. We must be very careful not to perform actions that on the surface 
appear to be good actions, but which are only performed to be seen by 
others, and not intended for the face of Allah. To do this is shirk (to 
associate partners with Allah, exalted is He), because we are mistakenly 
thinking that there is someone other than Allah whom we should please, 

that someone else will reward us, and that there is some reason to act 
other than for the pleasure of Allah, may He be glorified. This is very 

dangerous because Allah has promised to forgive any wrong action from 

the son of Adam if he turns in sincere repentance except, as was stated 

at the beginning of this chapter, associating partners with Him.

Allah does not forgive anything being associated with Him, but He 

forgives whoever He wills for anything other than that; and whoever 

associates something with Allah has committed a terrible crime. (4:48)

There are two kinds of insincere action. The first is the action that is 

done completely for show, as in the case of the munafiq (hypocrite). The 

hypocrites seemed to be praying five prayers with the Prophet everyday, 

but they were doing so without sincerity and so Allah did not accept 

their outwardly good actions. Allah says about them in the Qur'an:

Verily the hypocrites seek to deceive Allah, but it is He Who deceives 

them. And when they stand up for salat, they stand with laziness and to be 

seen by men, and they do not remember Allah except a little. (4:142)

The second is the action that we begin with a good intention, but when 

we are seen by someone our intention changes to be one of pleasing 

them, instead of pleasing Allah. For this reason we must be on our guard 

against Shaytan (the accursed tempter), who wants to divert and pollute
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all our acts of worship, by testing the sincerity of our intention at all 
times. Before we begin we must be sure that our intention is sincerely 
for Allah alone, exalted is He. During the action we must check that 

our intention remains strong. After completing our action we must ask 
Allah to accept it.

And (remember) when Ibrahim and (his son) Ismail were raising the 
foundations of the House (the Ka’bah at Makka), (saying):

7. Respect For All Forms of Life

“Our Lord! Accept (this service) from us. Verily, You are the Hearer and 

the Knower of All Things.)” (2:127)

Imam An-Nawawi said: "If you want to bar the way of Shaytan who is 
tempting you to show off, you must know that you have nothing to gain 

and nothing to lose from created beings by your showing off, so you must 

not care about them. If you care about them you only burden yourself 

unnecessarily and what is worse, you cut your connection to Allah and 

so your action has no value to Him. Furthermore, He will be angry with

Hurayra Allah, exalted is He, said on the tongue of His Prophet 

“The Richest of the Rich does not accept any action which is tainted 

with shirk” (Muslim)

Say: “I am only a man like you. It has been revealed to me that your 

God is One God. So whoever hopes for the Meeting with his Lord, let 

him act righteously and associate none as a partner in the worship of 
his Lord.” (18:10) ’ ’ : ;‘ ’

May Allah guide us to follow the slaves of the All-Merciful in 

worshipping Him with sincerity. Ameen.

.. .ani io not take the life of anyone Allah has made inviolate except in the 

course of justice ... (25:68)

A
llah, exalted is He, teaches us in these verses of Surat Al-Furqan 

that the worship of the slaves of the All-Merciful is for Him alone, 

because it is based on pure tawhid without any shirk. The passage goes on 
to explain the effect that this pure worship has on their actions. By the 
sincerity of their worship Allah has established peace in their hearts. As 

men of peace they deal with Allah’s creation calmly and serenely; in the 

knowledge that they must treat all His creatures as He has commanded 

them. They know that they cannot spill the blood of any creature without 

a good reason. Because of their fearful awareness of Allah, exalted is He, 

they do not permit themselves to exceed the limits He has imposed on 

them and so they control themselves and keep their actions within the 

limits He has set

Islam is the way of peace: peace with our own selves, and peace with 

others. The greeting of Islam is ‘Peace!’ Allah commands us to treat all 

human beings peacefully, as long as they are not causing any trouble 

for us.

Allah does not forbid you from being good to those who have not fought 

you in your fa (prevented you from worshipping Allah), or driven you 

from your homes, or from being just towards them. And Allah loves those 

who are just. Allah only forbids you from taking as friends those who have 

fought you in your fa and driven you from your homes and who supported
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your expulsion. Any who take them as friends are wrongdoers. (60:8-9)

0 you who believe, when you go out to fight in the way of Allah, make 

sure of the facts carefully. Do not say: “You are not a Believer!” to someone 

who greets you as a Muslim, simply out of desire for the goods of this 

world. With Allah there is booty in abundance. That is the way you were 

before but Allah has been kind to you. So make sure of the facts carefully. 

Allah is aware of what you do. (4:94)

If any of the idolaters ask you for protection, give them protection until 

they have heard the words of Allah. Then convey them to a place where 

they are safe. That is because they are a people who do not know. (9:6)

According to these verses of the Noble Qur’an, we must treat people 

fairly and kindly. In this the Messenger of Allah is the most excellent 

example. He always treated people courteously, even his enemies. He 

always prayed to Allah to guide them even while they were attacking him. 

When he went to the people of Ta’if to call them to Islam, the people 

drove him out and stoned him until blood ran down to his feet, but his 

heart remained calm and he did not become angry or seek revenge. He 

called on Allah to strengthen him, and the All-Merciful sent the angel of 

the mountains to him. The angel said: “If you wish I will bring these two 

mountains together and destroy all the people of Ta’if!” But the Prophet 

$ said: “Do not destroy them. Perhaps in the future one of their people 

will accept Islam.” (Ibn Majah)

Once, after a long and fierce battle, the Prophet became weary, hung 

his sword on a tree and lay down to rest. An enemy soldier grabbed the 

Prophets sword and stood over him crying: “Who will save you from 

me now?” The Prophet called out: “Allah! Allah! Allah!” and the sword 

dropped from the astonished man’s hand. The Messenger of Allah 

picked up his sword and asked his enemy: “Who will save you from me 

now?” The man was afraid and cried: “O Muhammad, have mercy on 

me!” The Prophet said: “In the name of Allah, you are free to go.” The 

man was so moved by this example of compassion that when he returned 

to his people he told them: “I have just come from the greatest man in 

the whole world!” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)
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We have only sent you (Muhammad ^) as a mercy to all the worlds. 

(21:107)

After the Muslim forces had opened Makka to Islam, the Prophet 

gathered the people of the city together and asked them: “What do you 

think that I will do with you now?” They said to him: “O Muhammad! 
You will be fair and generous as your father was.” He said to them “Go, 
you are free.” (Abu Hurayra related it in al-Bayhaqi)

When the heart of a true believer is full of the greatness of Allah, exalted 
is He, and the mercy of Islam how could he possibly fight with others 
without a good reason?

What is Jihad?

Some people say that Islam is the religion of the sword, but those people 
have not understood Islam properly. When the Qur’an commands us to 

perform JiW, the meaning is to make effort, to struggle, to try to the 
utmost of your ability. Those who misunderstand or wish to mislead 

others have mistakenly translated the word jihad as holy war’. In fact, the 
words ‘holy war’ do not appear even once in the Noble Qur’an. As we 

have said, the true meaning of jiW is struggle, and the biggest jihad in 

Islam is called jihad an-nafs, the struggle with your own self.

If we consider the restrictions that Allah has placed upon Muslims when 

they go out to fight a war, we will find a vast difference when we compare 

them with non-believers. If Muslims must go to war they are forbidden 

to take the lives of women, children, old people, farmers, workers in the 

temples and churches or in fact any civilians. Muslims are only permitted 

to light and kill enemy soldiers. Muslim soldiers are even commanded 

not to kill animals or cut down trees or plants. Consider the behaviour 

of other armies which do not discriminate between soldiers and civilians 

but regard all the people of a country as their enemies and fight until 

they kill everyone. After the fighting in Bosnia the world was shocked 

by the mass graves which contained the bodies of women, children, 
the elderly and innocent civilians, but sadly these are the most frequent 
casualties of modem warfare.
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The Safety of Non-Muslims under Islamic Rule

Some people say that non-Muslims suffer under Islamic rule but this 

is not correct. The people who say this do not understand Islam at all. 

The rights of non-Muslims living under Islamic law are protected. The 

Messenger of Allah has warned us not to treat them harshly just 

because they are not Muslims. So he said: 

nWhoever harms the people of the ok, or one with whom we have made

an agreement, I will be a witness against him in front of Allah, exalted

is He, on the Day of Judgment. (Abu Dawud)

And he $ said, “If anyone harms, overburdens or takes something by 

force from a non-Muslim under our protection, I will be against him on 

the Day of Judgment.” (Al-Bayhaqi)

He i also said, "Whoever kills a non-Muslim under our protection will 

not enjoy the perfume of the Garden, and this perfume can be enjoyed 

from a distance of forty years.” (Al-Bukhari)

When the Khalifa Umar ibn al-Khattab & was walking in the streets of 

Madina he found an old Jewish man begging. Umar went to him and 

asked him: “Why are you asking people for money?” The man replied: 

“Because I have no money and I am too weak to work.” Umar exclaimed: 

"By Allah! We have not treated you fairly. How can we leave you without 

food after you have become old?” He returned to the Boy t al-Mal (treasury) 

and ordered his treasury staff to find out all the old people who were 

living in the same condition as this man and provide them with a pension 

from the state finds so that they would no longer need to beg. (Al~Kharaj, 

Imam Abu Yusuf)

While Umar was the Khalifa, Amr ibn al-As was the ruler of Egypt. One 

of Amrs sons took part in a horse race with a Christian. Near the end of 

the race the Christian spurred his horse forward and won the race. Amr s 

son slapped the mans face, shouting angrily: “How could you overtake the 

son of an amir?”The Christian was very troubled by the bad behavior of 

the amirs son and went to Umar and told him what had happened. Umar 

sternly summoned Amr ibn al-As and his son to appear before him, and 

in front of the people of Madina he admonished them: “Have you made 
your subjects into your slaves when they were born free men?” Umar told 
the Christian he could retaliate by striking the son and Amr ibn al-As as 

well but the Christian was overcome by the fairness of Umar’s just words 
and replied: "I forgive them.” (Abqariyat Umar, Abbas al-Aqad)

How can a heart that is full of love for Allah, exalted is He, ever hate 

others even if they are not of the same religion? True Islam guides the 
Muslim to love others whoever they may be, and to wish for guidance 
for all human beings. The true Muslim does not hate people. He only 
hates some of their actions that are against the way of Islam.

When is Fighting Permitted in Islam?

Fighting is, however, permitted under certain circumstances.

l.Dtfma

When anyone attacks the Muslims, they must fight to protect themselves 

and their families.

Fight in the way of Allah against those who fight you, but do not go 

beyond the limits. Allah does not love those who go beyond the limits. 

(2:190) - ■■ ,

At such a time the Muslims must fight to defend themselves. This jihad 

is obligatory and Allah commands us not to run away from the battle.

Anyone who turns his back on them that day unless he is withdrawing to 

rejoin the fight or withdrawing to support another group, brings Allah’s 

anger down upon himself. His refuge is Hell. What an evil destination. 

(8:16)

Abu Barza al-Aslami related that Julaybib was one of the poorest of 

the Companions. One day, the Messenger of Allah said to him: “Why 

don’t you marry?” He replied, “I am a poor man and I do not come 

from a good family, so who will marry me?” The Prophet ordered him 

to go to the head of one of the noble families of Madina and say: “The 

Prophet orders you to give me the hand of your daughter in marriage.”
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The father was surprised and consulted with his wife and daughter about 
Julaybibs request. His daughter said: “How can I refuse someone who 

the Messenger of Allah has recommended to me?” and she accepted 
Julaybib as her husband.

When the Battle of Uhud had ended, and the Muslims were counting 
their dead and wounded, the Messenger of Allah asked who had been 
martyred. They mentioned the names of all the Muslims whose bodies 

they had found and the Prophet asked: “Where is Julaybib, I do not 
see him?” The Companions searched for him and found his martyred 

body in the midst of seven dead enemy soldiers he had killed as he died 
fighting. The Prophet said: “This man belongs to me and I belong to 

him.” (Ahmad)

Ard he asked: "What month is it?” And they answered: “It is a sacred 

mcmlh.'Then he asked: “What city is this?” And they Said: “This is the 

sacred city.” He said: “So your blood is sacred and your wealth arid your 

households are sacred as this day and this month and this place is sacred.” 
: Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

When Abdullah ibn Abbas >&> used to look at die Ka’ba, he would say: 
“1 swear by Allah that you are a sacred place, but the Muslim household 
is even more sacred than you in the eyes of Allah.” (Gbayat al-Marurn, Ji 
tiiltbfij dh^hudith al-halal wiManxm, Al-Albani)

A Muslim is not permitted to take the life of another Muslim except 

in three circumstances.

2. fating to Spread Islam

Some people misunderstand this point as they think that Muslims have 

been ordered to fight non-Muslims, but this is not the case. Islam orders 

Muslims to invite people to learn about Islam in a good way without 

using force:

There is no compulsion where the deen is concerned. (2:256)

Sometimes in the earlier days of Islam, emperors and rulers did not want 

their subjects to be Muslims. They oppressed their people by keeping 

them behind a wall like prisoners or slaves. In order to take Islam to the 

people, the Muslims had to liberate them from the rulers who oppressed 

them. The Muslims fought the armies of the oppressors to liberate the 

people from tyrannical rule and teach them about Islam. The people 

were not then compelled to become Muslims.

Taking the Life of another Muslim is Forbidden

The previous section looked at the rules in Islam which concern harming 

non-Muslims. Now we turn to the rules concerning other Muslims.

Ibn Abbas 4 related that during the Hajj, the Messenger of Allah % 

asked the people: “What day is it?" They answered: "It is a sacred day.”

i. Id the case of a life for a life, under the law of equal justice.

ii. The person who rejects Islam and rejects Allah.

iiL In the case of an adulterer who is or has been married.

I. A Lijefer a Life

We are not allowed to take the law into our own hands even under these 

circumstances. The offender must be tried and sentenced by the Islamic 

authority of the land, according to the law of equity.

Yghi who believe! Retaliation is prescribed for you in the case of people 

killed: free man for free man, slave for slave, female for female. But if 

someone is absolved by his brother, blood-money should be claimed 

with correctness and paid with good will. That is an easement and a 

maty from your Lord. Anyone who goes beyond the limits after this will 

receive a painful punishment. There is life for you in retaliation, people 

of intelligence, so hopefully you will have taqwa. ((2:178-9)

We prescribed for them in 'it: a life for a life, an eye for an eye, a nose for 

a nose, an ear for an ear, a tooth for a tooth, and retaliation for wounds-

But if anyone forgoes that as a charity, it will act as an expiation for him. 

Those who do not judge by what Allah has sent down,, .such people are 

wrongdoers. (5:45)
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The father was surprised and consulted with his wife and daughter about 

Julaybib s request. His daughter said: “How can I refuse someone who 
the Messenger of Allah has recommended to me?” and she accepted 
Julaybib as her husband.

When the Battle of Uhud had ended, and the Muslims were counting 

their dead and wounded, the Messenger of Allah <£ asked who had been 

martyred. They mentioned the names of all the Muslims whose bodies 
they had found and the Prophet asked: “Where is Julaybib, I do not 

see him?” The Companions searched for him and found his martyred 
body in the midst of seven dead enemy soldiers he had killed as he died 

fighting. The Prophet said: “This man belongs to me and I belong to 

Km;” (Ahmad)

2. fating to Spread Islam

Some people misunderstand this point as they think that Muslims have 

been ordered to fight non-Muslims, but this is not the case. Islam orders 

Muslims to invite people to learn about Islam in a good way without 

using force.

There is no compulsion where the Hern is concerned. (2:256)

Sometimes in the earlier days of Islam, emperors and rulers did not want 

their subjects to be Muslims. They oppressed their people by keeping 

them behind a wall like prisoners or slaves. In order to take Islam to the 

people, the Muslims had to liberate them from the rulers who oppressed 

them. The Muslims fought the armies of the oppressors to liberate the 

people from tyrannical rule and teach them about Islam. The people 

were not then compelled to become Muslims.

Taking the Life of another Muslim is Forbidden

The previous section looked at the rules in Islam which concern harming 

non-Muslims. Now we turn to the rules concerning other Muslims.

Ibn Abbas £ related that during the Hajj, the Messenger of Allah $$ 

asked the people: What day is it?" They answered: “It is a sacred day.”

And he asked: “What month is it?” And they answered: “It is a sacred 

month."Then he asked: “What city is this?” And they said: “This is the 

sacred city.” He said: “So your blood is sacred and your wealth and your 

households are sacred as this day and this month and this place is sacred.” 

(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

When Abdullah ibn Abbas used to look at the Ka’ba, he would say: 
“I swear by Allah that you are a sacred place, but the Muslim household 
is even more sacred than you in the eyes of Allah.” (Ghayat al-Maram, Ji 
takbrij ah-haditb al-balal wa’l-haram, Al-Albani)

A Muslim is not permitted to take the life of another Muslim except 

in three circumstances.

i. In the case of a life for a life, under the law of equal justice.

ii. The person who rejects Islam and rejects Allah.

iii. In the case of an adulterer who is or has been married.

1. A Ii/iJiM’ a Life

We are not allowed to take the law into our own hands even under these 

circumstances. The offender must be tried and sentenced by the Islamic 

authority of the land, according to the law of equity.

You who believe! Retaliation is prescribed for you in the case of people 

killed: free man for free man, slave for slave, female for female. But if 

someone is absolved by his brother, blood-money should be claimed 

with correctness and paid with good will. That is an easement and a 

mercy from your Lord. Anyone who goes beyond the limits after this will 

receive a painful punishment. There is life for you in retaliation, people 

of intelligence, so hopefully you will have taqwa. (2:178-9)

We prescribed for them in it: a life for a life, an eye for an eye, a nose for 

a nose, an ear for an ear, a tooth for a tooth, and retaliation for wounds. 

But if anyone forgoes that as a charity, it will act as an expiation for him. 

Those who do not judge by what Allah has sent down, such people are 

wrongdoers. (5:45)
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The law of equality in punishment in Islam is a powerful deterrent 
because if someone knows that they will be harmed to the same degree 
as they harmed another they will think twice before hurting someone 
else. This is the punishment in this world, but Allah’s punishment in 
the Next World is much more terrible, because if someone kills another

person without just reason he will be dealt with by Allah as one of those 
who work corruption in the earth.

If someone kills another person — unless it is in retaliation for someone 
else or for causing corruption on the earth — it is as if he had murdered 
all mankind. And if anyone gives life to another person, it is as if he had 

given life to all mankind. (5:32)

As for anyone who kills a believer deliberately, his repayment is Hell, 
remaining in it timelessly, for ever. Allah is angry with him and has cursed 

him and has prepared for him a terrible punishment. (4:93)

Islamic Law gives the bereaved family the right to choose one of the 

following courses of action in dealing with the killer.

i. To allow a judge to sentence the killer to be executed.

ii. To accept a financial compensation for their loss.

iii. To forgive.

Allah commands us to judge the killer fairly as an individual, and not to 

take revenge on anyone else except him.

2. Someone Who Leaves Islam.

some Muslims have a good intention to call people to Islam and want 

everyone to be Muslims. They invite people to accept Islam merely by 

repeating the Kalimab (La ilaha ilPAllah —There is no god but Allah), but 

they do not teach the people about Islam before that or follow up their 

(ju’wfl by teaching them their deen correctly. These new converts will be 

very weak if they are not protected and taught within a good environment 

where their ittifln can become strong. It is our responsibility to help our 

new Muslim brothers in this way.

As for any of you who revert from their deen and die as an unbeliever, 

their actions will come to nothing in this world and the Next. They are 

the companions of the Fire, remaining in it timelessly forever. (2:217)

If we wish to be with the slaves of the All-Merciful, we must strive to 

keep peace between us and Allah, us and ourselves, us and all human 
beings, us and all of creation.

Say. “Act, for Allah will see your actions, and so will the Messenger and 

the Believers. You will be returned to the Knower of the Unseen and the 

Visible and He will inform you regarding what you did.” (9:105)

As for those who do jihad in Our Way, We will guide them to Our Paths. 
Truly Allah is with the good-doers. (29:69)

.. .and do not fornicate; anyone who does this shall pay the penalty and 

on the Day of Rising his punishment will be doubled and he will be 

humiliated in it timelessly ... (25:68-69)

3. The Adulterer Who is or has been Married

Islam does not force anyone to be a Muslim.

There is no compulsion where the deen is concerned. (2:256)

The person who wants to become a Muslim should study Islam and try 

to understand as much as possible about it before he accepts it. Such a 

person will not take his responsibility lightly. The one who enters Islam 

just by saying some words that he does not fully understand will be a 

weak Muslim and is in danger of leaving Islam very easily. These days 

If the evidence of four valid witnesses is produced or the person 

themselves voluntarily confesses, Islam requires the court to sentence this 

person to death. Allah had given them a Muslim marriage partner with 

whom they could have an intimate relationship, but they have left what 

is permitted and gone to what is forbidden seeking pleasure from it. By 

this act the male adulterer steals the rights of someone else s wife — or 

possibly someone else s future wife — from her husband and so destroys 

the relationship between them. Adultery destroys families, threatening the 
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stability of the whole community. It damages the trust between people 
and weakens the society. A strong deterrent is therefore necessary.

Imran ibn al-Husayn related that a woman came to the Messenger 
of Allah » and confessed to adultery. He was reluctant to accept her 
confession but she told him that she was expecting a child from her act 
and wanted to be purified by punishment according to Islamic Law, which 
calls for the death penalty by stoning. The Prophet told her to come back 
after the child was born, and she did so. Then the Prophet asked her to 
take the child away and nurse it for the full term and come back after 

that When the child was weaned she retuned to the Prophet and asked 
once more to be punished for her wrong action. The Prophet 5? sentenced 

her to death and the penalty was carried out. At her funeral Umar saw 
the Prophet $ leading the prayer for her and asked him: “How can you 
pray for someone who was no better than a prostitute?” The Messenger 

of Allah reph’ed: “She made tawba. If her repentance was shared between 
seventy of the people of Madina, it would be enough for all of them.” 

(Muslim, Abu Dawud, an-Nasa’i and Ibn Majah)

High Moral Standards

The life transaction of Islam is based on the middle way.

Thus We have made you a middlemost community, that you may act as 

witnesses over mankind... (2:143)

This balance can be found in every aspect of Islamic life, because if we 

wish to drawnear to Allah, exalted is He, we must moderate our lives and

avoid going to extremes. Men and women of other religions who try to 

get nearer to God, often go to extremes to kill their desires by becoming 

monks and living within the confines of monasteries and never marrying. 

Allah recognises that all desires are a part of human nature and that 

while it is wise to avoid temptation there is greater knowledge in gaining 

control over our desires than in denying them. Allah has commanded us 

to keep all our desires under control within the limits He has given us 

in the Majestic Quran and according to the advice of His Messenger 

£ who said that marriage is half the deen and if a man marries he has

completed half his deen, and so he should fear Allah in the other half. 

(Al-Bayhaqi). Allah does not want us to deny our sexual desires. When 

some of the Companions like LJthman ibn Madh’un and Abu’d-Darda 

wanted to draw near to Allah, exalted is He, by staying far away from 

women, the Prophet £ forbade them to do this because marriage is the 

sunnah of all the prophets and messengers.

Wahb ibn Abdullah related that the Prophet made a bond of 
brotherhood between Salman al-Farsi, and Abu’d-Darda -A*. One day 
Salman visited his brother Abu’d-Darda, and his wife informed him that
he was in bad condition because he fasted every day and prayed every 
night Salman advised his brother: “Abu’d-Darda! You have a duty to 
Allah and you have a duty to yourself and to your family. Give each what 
is their right” Later Abu’d-Darda mentioned this to the Prophet and he 
said: “Salman is right” (Al-Bukhari)

Anas ibn Malik related that three people came to the house of the 
Prophet » to enquire about how he worshipped Allah. After they had 
been informed they said to each other: “We should worship more than 
the Prophet because Allah has already promised to forgive him.” The 
first said: “I will pray all night every night.” The second said: “I will 
fast every day.” The third said: “I will never marry.” When the Prophet 
« heard about this he became angry and asked: “Did you say that? By

you and yet I pray and I sleep, I fast and I break my fast, and I marry. 

Whoever does not follow my example is not one of us.” (Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim)

The Prophet £ demonstrated that Allah has created mankind with the 

potential to fillfill the finest of forms and to build a community of noble 

human beings according to the highest moral standards. The Islam he 

brought us is not just something to be practised in the mosque but a 

complete dem that encompasses all aspects of life from spiritual matters 

to business to intimate relationships between men and women.

My salat, my sacrifice, my living and my dying are for Allah, the Lord of 

the Worlds. (6:162)
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The slaves of the All-Merciful, are human beings who strive to 
maintain these high standards by keeping peace between themselves 
and the community and guarding themselves by keeping far away from 
committing adultery and not even permitting the thought of it to enter 
their minds. Indeed, Islam considers adultery to be one of the major 

wrong actions.

Al-Haytham ibn Abi-Malik related that the Messenger of Allah said: 
“No wrong action is worse in the eyes of Allah after shirk than the sperm 
which a man puts in the vagina of a woman who is not halal for him.” 
(Ibn Abi’d-Dunya)

Abdullah ibn Masud <$> related that he asked the Messenger of Allah
“What is the greatest wrong action?” The Messenger replied: “To 

make a partner with Allah when He Himself alone without partners 
created you." Abdullah continued: “What is the next worst after that?” 

The Messenger replied: “To kill your child because you fear it will take 

your food.” Abdullah continued: “And what is next worst after that?” 

The Messenger replied: “To commit adultery with your neighbor s wife.” 

(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

In the advice which Luqman gave to his son he said: “O my son, beware 

of adultery because it begins in fear and ends in regret/’

Imam al-Qurtubi stated in his commentary on the verses regarding the 

slaves of the All-Merciful (25:68): “From these verses we know that there 

is no worse wrong action after disbelief than to kill someone without 

just cause or to commit adultery.”

We should not allow ourselves to take pl

How to Avoid Temptation

Islam advises us to avoid the conditions which could tempt us to fall 

into the trap.

I. By avoiding the secondglance

easure from looking at someone 
of the opposite sex who is forbidden to us.

Hudhayfa ibn al-Yaman narrated that the Messenger of Allah $$ said: 

“The glance (at something which is haram to us) is like one of the poisoned 

arrows of Iblis. Whoever leaves it out of fear of Allah, Allah will put 

sweetness in his heart until he returns to his Lord.” (Al-Hakim)

Also from at-Tabarani, related by Ibn Mas’ud as a hadith Qudsi, 

“Whoever leaves it out of fear of Me, I will put sweetness in his 

heart”

And he # said: “Beware of the glance because the first one is for you and 

the second one is against you.” (At-Tirmidhi, Ahmad, Abu Dawud)

In other words, the first look cannot be avoided and the one who looks 
away will be rewarded with sweetness in his heart, but the second glance 
is a wrong action and so it will be written against him. Furthermore, it 

may lead deeper into temptation.

Allah, exalted is He, orders us in the Generous Qur’an:

Say to the believers (mu’minun) that they should lower their eyes and 
guard their private parts. That is purer for them. Allah is aware of what 

they do. (24:30)

The word mu’minun — believers — encompasses both men and women, as 

do all sound masculine’ plural nouns and verbs.

Allah praises the believers who keep away from adultery.

It is the believers who are successful: those who are humble in salat; those 

who turn away from worthless talk; those who pay zakat; those who guide 

their private parts - except from their wives or those they own as slaves, 

in which case they are not blameworthy; but those who desire anything 

more than that are people who have gone beyond the limits. (23:1-7)

...the men and women who guard their chastity ... Allah has prepared 

for them forgiveness and a great reward. (33:35)

And those who guard their chastity. Except for their wives and those that 

their right hands possess, — for then they are free of blame. (70:29-30)
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2. By avoiding sitting alone with a stranger

Abdullah ibn Abbas relates that the Messenger of Allah % said: “Don’t 

sit alone with a woman who is a stranger unless a third person is present.” 

(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Although the command above is addressed to men, Muslims have 

always understood the obvious corollary that it is addressed to women 

as well.

3. By dressing and acting modestly

Say to the believers (mw’ininun) that they should lower their eyes and 

guard their private parts. That is purer for them. Allah is aware of what 

they do.

Say to the believing women that they should lower their eyes and guard 

their private parts and not display their adornments - except for what 

normally shows - and draw their head coverings across their breasts. 

(2430-31)

It is important to be aware of the symmetry that exists between the 

conduct of Muslim men and women, particularly as it pertains to 

clothing and matters of modesty. Although the shariah gives slightly 

different legal definitions of modest behaviour and dress for men and 

for women, the reality is that Muslim men and women have almost 

always and in every culture behaved very similarly in this respect. Both 

dressed modestly covering their physical forms and their hair, although 

it is legal for a man’s hair to be uncovered. However, with changes in 

Muslim society introduced by modern commercial modes, Muslim men 

have largely abandoned this behaviour pattern leaving women alone as 

its guardians.

<o many people have lost the natural sense of shame of wrongdoing, 

^tnoROver, parents and society at large increasingly regard shame and 

modesty as unnatural impediments to modern life and work to eradicate 

ditminyoung people. As Islam is the irn of jitrab, it confirms the natural 

indinarion to shame and modesty.

hmm Malik narrated in his MmMttr

Z»d ibnTalha hnRukana said, “The Messenger of Allah & said, ‘Every 

imhas an innate character.The character of Islam is krya’.’”

howing ef fc lav/iis of purity
We should remember that Allah increases the reward for someone who 

is tempted bv a beautiful woman to commit adultery, and conversely of 

course a woman who is tempted by a man, but resists the temptation. 

Allah has given us a good example in die story of Yusuf and Zulaykha 

in the Noble Qur'an.

The woman whose house it was solicited him. She barred the doors and 

said, “Come over here!" He said, “Allah is my refuge! He is My lord and 

has been good to me with where I live. Those who do wrong will surely 

not succeed.” She wanted him and he would have wanted her, had he not 

seen the Clear Proof of his Lord-That happened so We might avert from 

him all evil and lust He was Our chosen slave. (I2:22-23)

When Zulaykha found that it was impossible to seduce Yusuf SJ3 

she had him thrown in prison. But Yusuf 3© preferred prison to the 

consequences of committing adultery. His high level of awareness of 

Allah, exalted is He, gave him genuine fear of Allah’s punishment and 

we should all remember this if we arc similarly tempted, lest we feel safe 

due to a lack of awareness.
Haya’ is a positive attribute of both men and women whose meaning is 

the sense of shame that keeps people from wrong action and the sense of 

modesty with which people are naturally endowed. This sense of shame 

is more important than outward matters of clothing. Indeed in our age 

the worst problem is not merely that people dress immodestly but that

Abu Hurayra < related that the Messenger of Allah $ said that seven 

people will be under the shade on the day when there will be no shade 

(The Day of Rising). One of those people will be a man who is invited 

by a very beautiful woman to commit adultery andhe says: I fear Allah! 

(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)
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5. Fearing Punishment in this World and the Hereafter

Abu Hurayra also related that the Messenger of Allah $ said: “As 

for the believer who commits adultery: His belief will depart as he does 

wrong. As for the believer who drinks alcohol: His belief will depart from 
him as he drinks. As for the believer who steals: His belief will depart 

from him as he steals.” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

We have mentioned that adultery is the second worst wrong action in 
the sight of Allah. In the case of the married adulterer, male or female, 
the prescribed punishment is the death penalty. We know from the 
story of the woman who committed adultery but made tawba and was 

stoned after her baby was weaned that this severe punishment is actually 

a mercy. The Messenger of Allah led the prayer over her. If a person 

escapes punishment in this world, they should fear the punishment of 

the Hereafter. The penalty of death by stoning is significant because the 

whole community should take part, thus expelling this sickness from 

their society and at the same time being deterred from falling into this 

themselves.wrongdoing

Only a society based on the law of the Shari’ah of Islam can possibly 

maintain the balance by satisfying our human needs in a way which does 

not harm others.

Uthman ibn ‘Affan relates that the Messenger of Allah said: “O 

young Muslims! The one who is able to pay the dowry should get married. 

It will help him to keep his eyes lowered and protect his private parts.” 

(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

The slaves of the All-Merciful live moral lives, not because they are afraid 
of sickness but because they know that the one who follows his own 
desires will become the slave of his desires, and become like an animal 
moved by its instincts.They seek the highest status, which is to be a slave 
of Allah, and this requires obedience and self-discipline.

Sahl ibn Sa’d *£> related that the Messenger of Allah said: “Whoever 
controls what is between his lips and what is between his thighs will enter 

the Garden.” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Of course there is no satisfaction in following our desires. If we surrender 
our will and become the slave of Iblis then how can we be happy? Only 

by purifying ourselves and living entirely for the sake of Allah can we 

attain to the true form of a human being and fulfill our eternal purpose. 

This can only be done by controlling our animal nature. So if we want 

to be slaves of the All-Merciful we must take ourselves far away from 

immorality, avoid temptation and not allow our desires to increase by 

following the steps which lead to the Fire.

Keeping within the Limits

As has been mentioned previously, Allah wants us to control our desires, 

not to kill them. To protect us from the dangers of adultery, Islam invites 

us to marry. Allah says in the Glorious Qur’an:

And from among His signs is that He created for you wives from among 

yourselves, that you might find repose in them, and He has put between 

you affection and mercy. Indeed in that are signs for a people who reflect. 

(30:21)

For this reason, marriage is recommended for the Muslim who can afford 

it and fasting is recommended for the Muslim who cannot.
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must completely avoid all serious wrongdoing. There are many hadith 

on this subject.

8. True Repentance
•oo«»

... exceptfor those who turn in repentance and believe and act rightly. Allah 

will transform the wrong actions of such people into good — Allah is Ever- 

Forgiving, Most Merciful —for certainly all who repent and act rightly have 

turned sincerely towards Allah... (25:70-71)

A
 wrong action is something that does harm. It may harm the one who 

does it, other people, the society or the earth. Some wrong actions 

cause great damage to society, and these are referred to as serious wrong 

actions. The slaves of the All-Merciful completely avoid all major wrong 

actions and do their best not to commit any wrong actions at all.

What are the Major Wrong Actions?

These are wrong actions which Allah, exalted is He, and His Messenger 

have absolutely forbidden.

If you avoid the serious wrong actions you have been forbidden, We will 

erase your bad actions from you and admit you to the gate of honour. 

(4=31)

Those who avoid major wrong actions and indecencies and who, when 

they are angered, then forgive. (42:37)

To whoever avoids major wrong actions and indecencies — except for 

minor lapses — truly your Lord is vast in forgiveness. (53:32)

These verses tell us that if we keep away from serious wrong actions, Allah 

may forgive us for our lesser wrongs, so if we want Allah's forgiveness we

Abu Hurayra related that the Messenger of Allah & said: “The five 

obligatory prayers., and from Friday prayer to Friday prayer, and from 

Ramadan to Ramadan, Allah will forgive you for your small wrong actions 
as long as you avoid all major wrong actions.” ’(Muslim)

Abu Hurayra < also related that the Messenger of Allah said: 
“Whoever dedares sincerely that there is no god but Allah, the doors of 
the Garden will open for him all the way up to the throne, as long as he 

avoids major wrong actions.” (At-Tirmidhi)

Salman al-Fairi ♦ related that Messenger of Allah 3s said: “Whoever 

purifies themselves completely (by and wm2u) before the Friday prayer, 

comes to die mosque and joins the worshippers, and listens attentively 
until die imam has completed his prayer, Allah will erase any wrong that 

they have done since the previous Friday, as long as they avoid major 

wrong actions." (Al-Bukhari)

After mentioning three major wrong actions — those who do not call to 

any god beside Allah and do not take the life of anyone Allah has made 

inviolate except in the course of justice, and do not fornicate (25:68) 

- the passage from Surat al-Furqan above continues with the serious 

warning

...anyone who does that will receive an evil punishment and on the Day 

of Rising his

it timelessly, for ever... (25:69)

punishment will be doubled and he will be humiliated in

According to some scholars, there are seven major wrong actions.

Abu Hurayra £ related that the Messenger of Allah said: “Avoid the

seven destroyers: associating partners with Allah, magic, killin someonea
unlawfully, consuming the property of an orphan, consuming usury, 

running away from battle and slandering chaste but forgetful believing 

women,” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Abdullah ibn Abbas listed seventy major wrong actions. (Al-Koba’ir,
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Imam adh-Dhahabi). We can know these major wrong actions by 

studying the Generous Qur’an and hadith literature. If we find a wrong 

action which is followed by a warning of Allah’s anger, His curse and 

His punishment upon the perpetrators we can be sure that this is one 

of the major wrong actions.

Why does Allah mention the most serious major wrong actions: 

associating partners with Allah, killing another human being unlawfully, 

and adultery in the passage about these slaves of the All-Merciful? Of 

course the slaves of the All-Merciful would not even think of committing 

any major wrong actions, but Allah, exalted is He, wants us to know 

that the way to become one of these special human beings that He loves 

begins by keeping ourselves far away from all serious wrong actions and 

resolving to perform only good deeds for the rest of our time in this 

world. There is a very useful book on the subject of the major wrong 

actions written by Imam adh-Dhahabi, who lived from 673-748 A.H. He 

mentioned seventy major wrong actions in his book, and supported this 

with evidence from the Generous Qur an and the hadith literature.

Repentance (taw)

... except for those who make tawba and have iman and act rightly: Allah 

will transform the wrong actions of such people into good - Allah is 

Ever-Forgiving, Most-Merciful. (25:70)

After Allah, exalted is He, mentions the worst of the major wrong actions 

and their punishment, He opens the door of tawba (repentance) for the 

one who truly feels remorse for his wrongdoing, makes a strong intention 

to live in an upright manner within the limits of the Shari’ah and never 

to return to these wrong actions. Sincere remorse is demonstrated by 

never ceasing to beg Allah, exalted is He, for forgiveness and always being 

afraid that Allah will punish us for our wrong actions.

Ibn Mas ud said: “The believer sees his wrong actions as a mountain 

which he is afraid will crush him, but the wicked man sees his wrong 

actions as if they were a fly which had settled on his nose that he could 

brush away with one stroke of his hand.” (Al-Bukhari)

If an evil impulse from Shaytan provokes you, seek refuge in Allah. He

is the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing. (7:200)

The slaves of the All-Merciful are the ones who, because they have taqwa, 

seek refuge in Allah.

As for those who have ta^wa, when they are bothered by visitors from

Shaytan, they remember and immediately see clearly. (7:201)

Repentance is the key to success. However much a man profits from his 
wrongdoing in this world he cannot find satisfaction. No matter how 

much wealth he amasses, he will always feel that something is missing. 

One of the Sali&un said: “O Allah! What will the one who has lost you 

find? What will the one who has found you lose? Whoever finds Allah, 

finds everything and whoever loses Allah, loses everything.”

Repentance is the result of right guidance from Allah, exalted is He.

When He looks into the heart of a man and finds a strong intention to 

act rightly and avoid wrong actions, He will help him. Allah, exalted is 

He, says in a hadith qudsi:

Whoever draws near to Me by a hand’s breadth, I draw near to him by 

a forearms length, and whoever draws near to Me by a forearm s length 

I draw near to him by a span. If he comes to Me walking I come to him 

running. (Al-Bukhari)

Allah protects those who sincerely repent by giving them discrimination 

between good from evil, and honours the people who use their 

intelligence. It is for these people that the All-Merciful has sent His 

prophets and messengers to remind us of the contract which He made 

with all human beings in the spirit world.

When your Lord took out all their descendants from the loins of the 

children of Adam and made them testify against themselves: "Am I not 

your Lord?”They said: “We testify that indeed you are!” Lest you say on 

the Day of Rising: “We knew nothing of this.” (7:172)

Allah, exalted is He, understands that human beings are not angels and 

into wrong action and make mistakes, so in His mercy
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He has opened the door of repentance for us.

Anas ibn Malik related that the Messenger of Allah said: “All of 
the sons of Adam commit wrong actions, but the best of them are the 
ones who repent.” (At-Tirmidhi)

Abu Musa al-Ash’ari related that the Messenger of Allah $$ said: “In 

the night Allah spreads His hands for the one who does wrong during the 
day, and in the day He spreads His hands for the one who does wrong 

during the night. He will do this until the sun rises from the West (on 

the Last Day).” (Ahmad and Muslim)

Allah will accept all repentance except at two times, at the time of death 
and when one of the signs of the Last Day appears. An example of this 

is the story in the Glorious Qur’an of Pharaoh when he cried out to 
Allah as he was drowning, and of the people of previous nations who 

did not listen to their messengers and so Allah destroyed them.

Or lest they should say: “If only Allah had guided me, I would have had 

taqwa” or lest he should say, when he sees the punishment: “If only I 

could have another chance so that I could be a good doer!” “No, the fact 

is that My signs came to you but you denied them and were arrogant and 

were one of the disbelievers.” (39:57-59)

There is a story about a man who worshipped Allah for twenty years and 

then he did wrong actions for twenty years. After this he wanted to return 

to worship of Allah but was afraid that Allah would not accept him. Allah 

sent him a message in his dream: “O My slave! You worshipped Me for 

twenty years so I will be generous to you and you disobeyed Me for twenty 

years so I will give you another chance, and if you return to worshipping 

me I will accept you.” (Ibn Rajab in Jami’al-'Ulum wa’l-Hikani)

Those who, when they act indecently or wrong themselves, remember 

Allah and ask forgiveness for their bad actions (and who can forgive bad 

actions except Allah?) and do not knowingly persist in what they were 

doing. Their recompense is forgiveness from their Lord and gardens with 

rivers flowing underneath them, remaining in them timelessly, forever. 

How excellent is the reward of those who act! (3:135-136)

fear and Hope

'[he believer is balanced between fear and hope: fear of his wrong actions 

and lad of good deeds and hope in Allah’s forgiveness and mercy.

Abu Hurayra £ related that the Messenger of Allah said: “If the 

believers really knew the punishment that Allah has prepared, none of 

diem would have any hope of entering the Garden. And if the unbelievers 
really knew the reality of the mercy that Allah has prepared, none of them 
would despair of entering the Garden.” (Muslim)

Allah praises the Prophets and Messengers because they lived between 

fear and hope.

They outdid each other in good deeds calling out to Us with hope and 

fear, and used to humble themselves before Us. (21:90)

The Conditions for Repentance

Allah wants all the believers to make tawAa.

You who believe! Make tawba to Allah. It may be that your Lord will erase 

pur bad actions from you and admit you to gardens with rivers flowing 

under diem. (66:8)

Say. "My slaves, you who have transgressed against your selves, do not 

despair of the mercy of Allah. Truly Allah forgives all wrong actions. 

He is the Ever-Forgiving, the Most-Merciful.” Turn to your Lord and 
1 submit to Him before punishment comes upon you, for then you cannot

be helped. (39:53-54)

The slave must not think that his wrong actions are too great compared 

with the mercy of Allah. As long as his wrong action is not s/rirfc 

(associating partners with Allah) He will forgive it if the slave makes 

. realtawk

Allah does not forgive anything being associated with Him but He forgives 

whoever He wills for anything other than that. (4:48)

Allah does not forgive anything being associated with Him but He forgives



True Kl^cntance 81
78 Slaves of the All-Merciful

whoever He wills for anything other than that. Anyone who associates 
something with Allah has gone very far astray. (4:116)

Anas ibn Malik related that Messenger of Allah said: “Allah is 
more pleased about the repentance of His slaves than a man who loses 

his camel with all his food, water and possessions and who, after trying 
to catch it, loses hope and lies down exhausted under a tree, and then 

it comes to him and he catches its rope and says in his joy: “O Allah, 

You are my slave and I am Your lord!” He was so happy that he made a 

mistake but Allah was more pleased because in his joy he remembered to 

thank his Lord. (Muslim)

The Conditions Necessary for Repentance to be Accepted

The learned scholars mention three conditions for tawba.

1. To leave the bad action.

2. To feel remorse.

3. To make a firm intention never to do it again.

And if the wrong action concerns other people there is another 

condition.

4. He must ask the forgiveness of the people whom he wronged.

If it was a matter of money or property there is one more condition.

5. He must return it to them.

The Signs that Repentance is Accepted

To be accepted, repentance must be followed by right action, so Allah 

says in the passage from Surat al-Furqan:

...except for those who make tawba and have iman and act rightly ... 

(25:70)

The Prophet & said: "If the slave truly repents (tawba nasuhd) Allah will 

make the recording angels forget his wrong actions and the land and

I

I

I

I

I

creatures forget that they witnessed his wrong actions, until he comes to 

the Day of Rising without any witness that he made any wrong action. 

(Ahmad and ad-Darimi)

The sign that Allah has accepted a person’s tawba is that He will change

.The signs
of Allah’s acceptance of salat are that it will stop a man from making 

bad actions and the sign of the acceptance of hajj is that the one who 
makes it will be better than before.

the person so that instead of doing wrong they will act rightly

Many Muslims misunderstand what the Qur’an means when it tells us 
to do good deeds. They think that if they give some money away in a 
good cause they have balanced their good deeds and Allah will forgive 
them. However they have got their priorities wrong because first of all 
they must do what Allah has made obligatory on them. Good deeds 
begin with the obligatory acts of worship, such as salat and zakat, then 
the wind), then extra good actions like sadaqa.

Recite what has been revealed to you of the book and establish salat. Salat 

prevents indecency and wrongdoing. And remembrance of Allah is greater 
still. Allah knows what you do. (29:45)

pt is customary for the imam to recite these verses after the iqamah (call 

to stand for the prayer) and before the first takbir (Allahu Akbar)/)

If a man makes this sincere tawba and follows it with good actions, Allah 

promises in these verses about the slaves of the All-Merciful that he will 

turn their wrong actions into good deeds:

Allah will transform the wrong actions of such people into good — Allah 

is Ever-Forgiving, Most-Merciful. (25:70)

The True Value of the Material World

To help us to make tawba we must try to grasp the greatness of Allah, 

exalted is He, and understand the true value of the dunya (material world) 

and what it represents, because this world is nothing in comparison to 

the dh'ra (Hereafter).
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Do not let the life of the dunya delude you, and do not let the 

(Shaytan} delude you about Allah. (31:33} (Also 35:5}

My People! The life of the dunya is only fleeting enjoyment. It Is tjle 
Hereafter that is the permanent abode. (40:39}

Whatever you have been given is only the enjoyment of the life of the 
dunya. What is with Allah is better and longer lasting for those who have 
iman (truly believe} and trust in their Lord. (42:36}

Were it not that mankind might have all become one community (of 
disbelievers desiring only the worldly life}. We would have given those who 
reject the All-Merciful silver roofs to their houses and silver stairways to 
ascend and silver doors to their houses and silver couches on which to recline, 
and gold ornaments. All that is merely the trappings of the life of the dunya. 
But the Hereafter with your Lord is for those who have taqwa. (43:33-5)

Know that the life of the dunya is merely a game and a diversion and 
ostentation and a cause of boasting among yourselves and trying to outdo 
one another in wealth and children: like the plant-growth after rain which 
delights the cultivators, but then it withers and you see it turning yellow, 
and then it becomes broken stubble. In the Hereafter there is terrible 
punishment but also forgiveness from Allah and His good pleasure. The 
life of the dunya is nothing but enjoyment and delusion. (57:20)

The Messenger of Allah knew better than any other human being about 
the reality of this dunya because Allah showed him what we cannot see. 
Allah, exalted is He, showed him the Garden and the Fire. So he always 
advised us to be busy in this world but never to forget the Next world.

Abu Hurayra related that Messenger of Allah said: “Hurry to make 
good actions before seven overtake you: poverty distracts you, riches make 
you arrogant, the pain of sickness makes you forget, old age makes you 
lose your mind, death comes unexpectedly, the coming of ad-Dajjal, and 
the Hour (of the Last Day).” (At-Tirmidhi)

In fact the Hour is their promised appointment and the Hour is more 

disastrous. (54:46)

True Repentance 81

The Messenger of Allah 35 said: “Three things follow a dead man to the 

graveyard, his family, his wealth and his deeds. Two of them turn back and 
one of them goes with him. The two that turn back are his family and his 
wealth. Only his deeds go with him. (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Ibn Abbas said that the Prophet 35 said that there are two gifts which 

many people squander, their health and their free time. (Al-Bukhari)

So if we want to become slaves of the All-Merciful, we must hasten to 
repent to Allah, exalted is He, and to prove our sincerity we must waste 
no time and increase our good deeds as much as we can, starting with 
what He has made obligatory on us. May Allah grant us success and 
draw us nearer to Him. Ameen.
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Abu Dhan relates a hadith which was related by the Messenger 

of Allah & “0 My slaves! I forbid falsehood to Myself and I forbid it 

amongst you, so do not do itT '(Muslim)

9. False Witness

And the Messenger of Allah said “Anyone who wrongs another must 
ask forgiveness of him, otherwise there is no dinar or dirham (no reward 

for his actions).There will be no hasanat (recorded good deeds are recorded 
as iaMatf) and if he has no he will have to accept the wrong actions

of his brother whom he wronged.” (Al-Bukhari)

... those who do not hear false witness ... (25:72)

What is the Meaning of Shahadat az-Zur in Islam?

IslamicShari’ah came to protect peoples rights and to establish justice 
among them. The strong one is the weaker until he repays the wrong he 
has done to the other. The weak one is stronger until what is rightfully 

his has been re mr ned to him.

B
earing false witness (shabadat az~zur) means that a man testifies about 

something that he did not really see or was not actually present at 

when it happened. So by his false statement he distorts the truth by 

changing right into wrong and wrong into right How many families 
have been destroyed, how many rights lost, couples separated and honour 

lost by the lies of a false witness? There is no worse wrong action than 

to be the cause of people losing what is rightfully theirs.

Testifying falsely is one of the major wrong actions. In this description 

of the slaves of the All-Merciful, Allah, exalted is He, uses a negative 
construction to emphasize that the slaves of the All-Merciful, absolutely 

do not speak falsely. Between this major wrong action and the three 

previously mentioned major wrong actions (associating partners with 

Allah, killing without just cause and committing adultery) there are two 

verses. In these verses Allah explains that His forgiveness and mercy are 

waiting for the one who sincerely turns to Him in repentance and feels 

remorse for his wrong actions. Allah promises someone who truly repents 

that He will transform his bad actions into good actions.

Allah has put some conditions on the one who sincerely repents and one 
is that he returns in full what he has taken wrongfully to those whom he 

wronged, because unless he does this he is still doing wrong to them.

Bearing false witness is one of the major wrong actions committed 
with the tongue. The Messenger of Allah warned Mu’adh ibn Jabal 

about this matter.

Indicating his tongue he said: “Control this!” Mu’adh asked, “Messenger 

of Allah! Will we be questioned about what we say?”The Prophet replied, 

“Muadh, know that nothing will cast men on their faces on the Day of 

Reckoning like the harvest of their tongues.” (At-Tirmidhi)

If a Muslim performs all the obligatory acts of worship but does not 

control his tongue, he has not understood the true meaning of worship, 

because worshipping Allah, exalted is He, means managing every aspect 

of our daily lives according to the Shari’ ah. Allah does not accept the 

worship of men who use their tongues to attack others with lies and 

false accusations, and these people will be in a bad situation, in both 

this world and die Next.

Abu Hurayra related that the Messenger of Allah said about these 

people: “Do you know who is the greatest loser?” The Companions 

answered: “He is the one who has completely lost all his wealth and his 

livelihood.”The Prophet replied, “Not at allTThe biggest loser among my 

nation will be he one who comes to the Day of Judgment bringing all 

his prayers, Hs faring and his charitable deeds, but has also abused one,
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if they are not sufficient to repay the harm he has done,

cheated another, stolen from another and drawn the blood of another. 

Allah will give all his good deeds to the people whom he harmed, and 

then the wrong 
actions of his victims will be piled on his head and the angels will be 

ordered to take him to Hell.” (Muslim)

Never be a Witness for Falsehood

In Islamic law, Allah has made witnessing one of the means by which 

justice is established. When deciding a claim by one party on another, 
witnesses are brought to uphold the claimants story, which is why a 

Muslim is absolutely forbidden to pretend to be a witness to something 

when he was not actually present or knows nothing about it. Clearly, 

in this case, his testimony would be false. Islam also forbids us to be a 

witness to something that is against the Shari’ah.

When Bashirs son Nu’man was born, he was so happy that he wanted to 

give him a garden as a present His wife requested him to ask the Prophet 
£ to be a witness to this transaction. When Bashir entered and explained 

his request, the Prophet extended his hand and asked Bashir: “Did you 

give all your children the same as you gave Nu’man?” Bashir said: No, 

The Prophet instantly withdrew his hand and said: “I will not be a witness 

to wrongdoing.” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Ayman ibn Khuraim £ related that once the Messenger of Allah stood 

to address the people and said, “People! False witness is equal to shirk!” He 

repeated this three times and then recited: "Have done with the abomination 

of idolatry and have done with telling lies. (22:30)” (Ahmad)

Abu Dharr 4> related that, "The Messenger of Allah was reclining 

amongst the Companions and he said to us: 'Shall I tell you the greatest 

of wrong actions?’We said, ‘Yes, Messenger of Allah.’ He answered: ‘To

associate partners with Allah, to disobey your parents in an ill-mannered 
fashion...’ and then he sat up as if to emphasize his words and said: ‘lying 

speech and bearing false witness, lying speech and bearing false witness 

...’ and he went on repeating this until his voice faltered and we became 

concerned for his health." (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

| People Bear False Witness?

fhey may do it because of favouritism for someone of the same 

nationality, tribe, group or religion. If this favouritism causes someone 

to act falsely then it is forbidden, because a Muslim must always hold 

| the truth in any circumstances.

The Messenger of Allah said: “Support your brother whether he is 

a wrongdoer or wronged.” The Companions were surprised and asked: 

“We understand that we should support him if he has been wronged but 

how can we support him if he is doing something wrong?” The Prophet 

replied: “By preventing him from doing wrong and guiding him to do 
right” (Al-Bukhari)

Some Muslims take only the first part of this hadith and use it as a reason 

to justify testifying on behalf of the one who has done wrong. This 
illustrates how important it is to mention a hadith only in its complete 

form, with full understanding of the circumstances under which it took 

place.We have been advised strongly to seek hadith only from the scholars 

of Islam, so that we will be rightly guided.

It might be out of greed, like a person who makes a false statement in 

order to get a reward from the person whose testimony he is supporting, 

without considering the bad end that will come to him, because Allah 

will surely hate him and punish him in this world and the Hereafter.

A (brief) enjoyment of this world and then they will return to Us. Then 

We will let them taste the terrible punishment because they disbelieved. 

(10.70)

They willreceive punishment in the life of this world and the punishment 

of the Next world is harsher still. They have no defender against Allah. 

(13:34)

The life of this world when compared to the Next is only fleeting 

enjoyment (13:26)

It might be because the one who bears false witness hates the one who 

he is testifying against and sees a chance to take his revenge by telling a
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lie. This is absolutely forbidden because Allah has commanded us to be 
completely fair with everyone, even our enemies.

O you who believe! Stand out firmly for Allah as just witnesses; and let 
not the hatred of others incite you into not being just. (5:8)

O you who believe! Stand out firmly for justice bearing witness for 
Allah alone; even though it be against yourselves, or your parents or your 
relatives, whether they are rich or poor, Allah is well able to look after 
them. Do not follow your own desires and deviate from the truth. If you 
twist and turn away, Allah is aware of what you do. (10:135)

The Crimes of the False Witness

The person who bears false witness commits many serious crimes.

I. He has told a lie. By saying that he saw something that did not really 
happen he has falsely changed the true course of events.

It is only those who do not believe in the signs of Allah, who fabricate 
falsehood, and it is they who are liars. (16:105)

This is a serious wrong action because Allah hates liars.

Then we pray and invoke the curse of Allah on those who lie. (3:61)

2. He has wronged himself because by giving false testimony he brought 
punishment upon himself

Allah wronged them not but they wronged themselves. (3:117)

It was not Allah who wronged them but they wronged themselves. 

(29:40)

3. He has wronged the person he testified against because he caused him 
to lose his rights. On the Day of Judgment that man will be repaid all 

his rights in full.

The way of blame is only against those who wrong people and act as 
tyrants in the earth without any right to do so. Such people will have a 
painful punishment. (42:42)

4. He has wronged the person who asked him to support his false 
testimony because he helped him to commit a wrong action by stealing 
the right of the other. Perhaps if he had not helped him the man 
would not have been able to commit a wrong action. In this world he 
will receive the same as his friend but in the Next world the Qur’an 
teaches us:

On that day the dosest friends will be enemies to one another. (43:67)

So the man who does this has sold his drm for the other mans worldly 
gain, not even for his own.

The Damaging Effect of False Testimony on Society

Giving false testimony destroys deen, dunya, man and society. This can be 
seen dearly in some societies in which false witness has spread. Look at 
the number of lawyers who successfully argue to help wealthy criminals 
avoid justice by manipulating the truth. In this corrupt society no one 
feels secure, crimes increase and the punishment of Allah will cover them. 
The results are already visible.

This is why the Messenger of Allah $5 warns us so strongly against 
bearing false witness.

He said: “The feet of the one who bears false witness will not move from
his place until Allah commands him to be taken to Hell.” (Al-Hakim)

Associating Partners with Allah

All kinds of false witness are haram including associating partners with 
Allah, exalted is He, because this is falsely testifying that there are other 
gods with Allah. In the spirit world we all made a contract with Allah, 

exalted is He:

And He made them testify as to themselves: “Am I not your Lord?” They 
said: “Yes! We testify.” Lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection: 
"We have been unaware of mis.” (7:172)

The mushrikun have denied the contract that they made with Allah in



False Witness 89

88 Slaves of the All-Merciful

the world of spirits. They have also committed one of the major wrong 

actions because Allah says:

Verily, joining others in worship with Allah is indeed a great wrong 

action. (31:13)

it by his own power, this is also a falsehood. In the Glorious Qur’an

Failure to Attribute Power to Allah

When a man denies that what he has is a gift from Allah, and says that he 

got 
we find the story of Qarun, who said:

“This has been given to me only because of the knowledge I possess.” 

(28:78)

Abu Hurayra ♦ related that he heard the Messenger of Allah tell a 
story about three men of Bani Israel: a man with leprosy, a bald man 
and a blind man. Allah wanted to test them so he sent an angel in the 

form of a man who went to the leper and said to him: “What is it that 
you desire most?" The leper replied: “I would like to have wholesome 

smooth skin, because people are revolted when they see me and run away 

from me." The angel stroked the lepers skin and it became whole and 

smooth. Then the angel asked him: "What kind of wealth would you 

like to possess?” "Camels” reph’ed the man. So the angel gave the man a 

she-camel and said: "Allah will bless this camel for you.”

Then the angel, taking the form of a man, visited the bald man and said 

to him: "What is it that you desire most?’’The bald man replied: “I would 

like to have a good head of hair because people laugh at me and say I 

am ugly.”The angel stroked the bald mans head and it was covered with 

beautiful hair. Then the angel asked him: "What kind of wealth would 

you like to possess?” "Cows” replied the man. So the angel gave the man 

a cow and said: "Allah will bless this cow for you.”

Then the angel, taking the form of a man, visited the blind man and said 

to him: “What is it that you desire most?”The blind man replied: “I would 

like Allah to return my sight to me." The angel stroked the blind man s 

eyes and his sight returned. Then the angel asked him: “What kind of

u^joulhtoposscss?" "Sheep” replied the man. So the angel 

fe man a sheep and said: “Allah will bless this sheep for you.

I
As time passed the three men grew wealthier and wealthier. The first had 

a valley fall of camels, the second had a valley full of cows, and the third 

lud a valley full of sheep. Once more Allah sent the angel to them. The 

angel came to the first man in die form of a leper, just as the man had been 

before, and said: I am a poor travelling man; I ask you in the name of 

Allah who gave you good skin and made you wealthy to give me a camel to 

help me on my journey." “No,” said the first man. “I owe money to many 
people so I cannot give you anything.”Then the angel said: “I think I know 

you. Weren’t you once a poor leper like me, and Allah gave you good skin 
and made you wealthy?” “You are wrong”, replied the man. “I inherited 
this wealth from my father.”The angel said to him: “If you are a liar, Allah 
will return you back to the condition you were in before.”

The angel came to the second man in the form of a bald man, just as the 
man had been before, and said: “I am a poor travelling man, I ask you 
in the name of Allah who gave you beautiful hair and made you wealthy 

to give me a cow to help me on my journey.” “No,” said the first man. 
"I owe money to many people so I cannot give you anything.” Then the 

angel said: T think I know you. Weren’t you once a poor bald man like 

me, and Allah gave you beautifid hair and made you wealthy?” “You are 

wrong”, replied the man. “I inherited this wealth from my father.” The 

angel said to him: “If you are a liar, Allah will return you back to the 

condition in which you were before.”

The angel came to the third man in the form of a blind man, just as the 

man had been before, and said: “1 am a poor travelling man, I ask you in 

die name of Allah who gave you your sight and made you wealthy to give 

me a sheep to help me on my journey.” The third man said: I was once 

blind just as you are, but Allah returned my sight to me. All the sheep 

in this valley are mine. Take as many as you wish because it is all from 

Allahf’The angel said to him: “I am an angel who Allah sent to test the 

three of you. He has blessed your wealth and will punish the other two. 

(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)
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the world of spirits. They have also committed one of the major wrong 

actions because Allah says:

Verily, joining others in worship with Allah is indeed a great wrong 

action. (31:13)

Failure to Attribute Power to Allah

When a man denies that what he has is a gift from Allah, and says that he 

got it by his own power, this is also a falsehood. In the Glorious Qur’an 

we find the story of Qarun, who said:

“This has been given to me only because of the knowledge I possess.” 

(28:78)

Abu Hurayra related that he heard the Messenger of Allah tell a 

story about three men of Bani Israel: a man with leprosy, a bald man 

and a blind man. Allah wanted to test them so he sent an angel in the 

form of a man who went to the leper and said to him: “What is it that 

you desire most?” The leper replied: “I would like to have wholesome 

smooth skin, because people are revolted when they see me and run away 
from me.”The angel stroked the lepers skin and it became whole and 

smooth. Then the angel asked him: “What kind of wealth would you 

like to possess?” “Camels” replied the man. So the angel gave the man a 

she-camel and said: “Allah will bless this camel for you.
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you like to possess?” "Cows” replied the man. So the angel gave the man 

a cow and said: “Allah will bless this cow for you.”

Then the angel, taking the form of a man, visited the blind man and said 

to him: "What is it that you desire most?”The blind man replied: “I would 

like Allah to return my sight to me.”The angel stroked the blind mans 

eyes and his sight returned. Then the angel asked him: “What kind of 

wealth would you like to possess?” “Sheep” replied the man. So the angel 

gave the man a sheep and said: “Allah will bless this sheep for you.”

As time passed the three men grew wealthier and wealthier. The first had 

a valley full of camels, the second had a valley full of cows, and the third 

had a valley full of sheep. Once more Allah sent the angel to them. The 

angel came to the first man in the form of a leper, just as the man had been 

before, and said: “I am a poor travelling man; I ask you in the name of 

Allah who gave you good skin and made you wealthy to give me a camel to 

help me on my journey.” “No,” said the first man. “I owe money to many 

people so I cannot give you anything.” Then the angel said: “I think I know 

you. Weren’t you once a poor leper like me, and Allah gave you good skin 

and made you wealthy?” “You are wrong”, replied the man. “I inherited 

this wealth from my father.”The angel said to him: “If you are a liar, Allah 

will return you back to the condition you were in before.”

The angel came to the second man in the form of a bald man, just as the 

man had been before, and said: “I am a poor travelling man, I ask you 

in the name of Allah who gave you beautiful hair and made you wealthy 

to give me a cow to help me on my journey.” “No,” said the first man. 

“I owe money to many people so I cannot give you anything.” Then the 

angel said: “I think I know you. Weren’t you once a poor bald man like 

me, and Allah gave you beautiful hair and made you wealthy?” “You are 

wrong”, replied the man. “I inherited this wealth from my father.” The 

angel said to him: “If you are a liar, Allah will return you back to the 

condition in which you were before.”

The angel came to the third man in the form of a blind man, just as the 

man had been before, and said: “I am a poor travelling man, I ask you in 

the name of Allah who gave you your sight and made you wealthy to give 

me a sheep to help me on my journey.” The third man said: “I was once 

blind just as you are, but Allah returned my sight to me. All the sheep 

in this valley are mine. Take as many as you wish because it is all from 

Allah!” The angel said to him: “I am an angel who Allah sent to test the 

three of you. He has blessed your wealth and will punish the other two.” 

(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)
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We must always remember to thank Allah, exalted is He, for the gifts 

He has given us.

The Responsibility of the Witness

Being a witness is very important in Islam and no one is allowed to 

conceal the truth. If anyone avoids testifying, Allah will judge him as if 

he has testified falsely, because he has been the reason for another person 

to lose what was rightfully his. So Allah says:

And do not hide the evidence, for he who hides it, surely his heart is 

sinful. And Allah is the All-Knower of what you do. (2:283)

So if a Muslim is asked to be a witness he must do so and fear only 

Allah.

_ supple with the remembrance of Allah, exalted is He. May 

jjjjh hart mercy on our noble predecessors who, when someone said 

, good wwl would praise him by saying: “By Allah! The angels put 

words on your tongue.” And when one of them began to speak 
yu they would stop him saying: "By Allah! Shaytan has put these 
wri on your tongue.”

Allah guide us to always speak the truth and encourage our brothers 

to do so and join us with the slaves of the All-Merciful. Ameen.

Dirrah ibn Dumrah al-Khannani was a close friend of Sayyidina Ali 

&>. One day he entered the court of Mu'awiya ibn Abi Sufyan So 

Mu’awiya commanded him: “Tell us something about Ali ibn abi Talib.” 

Dirrah replied, “Leader of the faithful, please do not ask me about him.” 

Mu’awiya said: “No, you must speak.” Mu’awiya commanded him, so 

Dirrah replied: “I swear by Allah that Ali was a wise man, he judged justly, 

he had great knowledge, he disliked the beauty of this world and he loved 

the darkness of the night for standing in prayer, and he wept often.” He 

continued to extol the virtues of Sayyidina Ali until tears rolled down the 

faces of Mu’awiya and his court. By the time he had finished they were 

all sobbing deeply. After he finished Mu’awiya said: “That was exactly 

Abu’l-Hasan (Hilyat al-Awliya, Abu Nu’aym al-Asbahani)

From this story we can see that Dirrah ibn Dumrah, in spite of the 

obvious danger of praising Sayyidina Ali in front of his rival, testified 

truthfully fearing only Allah. It is important to see that Mu’awiya also 

testified to the truth of his statement and, instead of punishing Dirrah, 

he wept openly and prayed for Allah to have mercy on Ali ibn Abi Talib

It was not possible for either of these great men to deny the truth.
►a

So if we want to be slaves of the All-Merciful, we must not allow our 

tongues to harm others, we must only speak the truth, and keep our
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...and when they pass by worthless talk, pass by with dignity ... (25:72)

A
fter Allah, exalted is He, stresses that the slaves of the All-Merciful 
do not commit the major wrong action of bearing false witness, 
He says that they avoid worthless talk, which comprises all the wrong 

actions of the tongue, such as misleading, harmful remarks, laughing at 
others, boasting and exaggeration. Indeed the slaves of the All-Merciful 
have reached their exalted station by carefully considering each word 
before they utter it, knowing that every action they make, including their 

speech, is recorded.

You neither do any deed nor recite any portion of the Qur’an nor do any 

deed (good or evil), but We are Witness thereof, when you are doing it. 

And nothing is hidden from your Lord (so much as) the weight of an 
atom on the earth or in the heaven. Not what is less than that or what is 

greater than that but it is in a Clear Record. (10:61)

And with Him are the keys of the Unseen, none knows them but He. 

And He knows whatever there is in the land and in the sea; not a leaf falls 

but He knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth, nor 

anything fresh or dry, but it is written in a Clear Record. (6:59)

A man called Sa’ah ibn Mu’awiya, who had travelled a great distance to learn
I•I* ut Islam, found the Prophet £ sitting amongst his Companions reciting

Surat az-Zilzalah. “So whoever does good equal to an atom’s weight shall see 

it. And whosoever does evil equal to an atom’s weight shall see it.” (99:7-8) 

When the recitation was completed the man stood up and appeared to be
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(Remember) that the two receivers (recording angels) receive (each human 
being), one sitting on the right and one on the left (to note his or her 
actions). Not a word does he (or she) utter but there is a watcher by him 
ready (to record it). (50:17-18)

If we wish to increase our mum, we must be careful not to say anything 
false or harmful to others. When a person’s tongue is free of this kind 

of speech it is dear evidence that they have complete iman and have 
established an honourable and upright life.

The Messenger of Allah said. "Iman is not complete until the heart is 
rectified and die heart cannot be rectified until the tongue is controlled.” 
(Ahmad)

He £ also said. “Allah makes the uprightness of all the limbs of the body 
follow the tongue? (Abu Sa’id al-Khudri)

He £ also said: “When a man wakes up, his whole body says to his tongue: 
‘Fear Allah for our sake, because we follow you. If you go straight we will 
go straight and if you go astray we will go astray?’ (At-Tirmidhi)

The slaves of the All-Merciful know that speech has been given to man 
as a trust. It can be the reason for success in this world and the Hereafter. 
Allah will be pleased with the one who keeps this trust and speaks with 
good words. And the opposite is also true. If we fail to keep this trust 
we will lose in this life and in the Hereafter, because Allah will be angry 
with the one who breaks this trust and speaks evil words.

A man may say something praiseworthy without realising the value of his 
words in the sight of Allah and yet because of them Allah will raise his

•T*n

leaving to return to his people so the Companions asked him: '’You came 
from so far away to see the Prophet- Why are you leaving without asking 
him for anything." He said "Todav I have learned that Allah will judge our 
actions good and bad. even those as small as the weight of an atom. This is

j O • ^9

enough advice for me to manage my Whole life,” ( Ahmad

The slaves of the All-Merciful know that each word uttered is 

counted.
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station by many degrees. Another man may say something blameworthy 

without realising the value of his words in the sight of Allah, and yet 

because of them Allah will cause him to fall into the Fire for a depth of 

seventy years. (Al-Bukhari)

The Good Word

What is meant by ‘the good word’ in this context? We have already 

mentioned at length the damage done by vain speech. The opposite 

is true of the good word. A good word has a positive effect in this 

world and the Hereafter. Its meaning encompasses remembrance of 

Allah, invocation, recitation of the Noble Qur’an, teaching the detn 

of Islam, transmitting knowledge, enjoining good, forbidding evil, 

speaking truthfully, giving gentle advice, encouragement, greetings 
and enquiring after our neighbour’s welfare. The good in this world is 

the benefit it gives to others. The good in the Hereafter is the benefits 

that continue to flow from it after the speaker’s death and its value in 

his balance on the Day of Reckoning. To help us to understand the 

value of a good word and a bad word Allah made a simile for us in 

the Generous Qur’an:

Do you not see how Allah sets forth a parable? A good word is like a 

good tree, whose root is firmly fixed, and its branches (reach) to the sky. 

Giving its fruit at all times by the leave of its Lord, and Allah sets forth 

parables for mankind in order that they may remember. And the parable 

of an evil word is that of an evil tree uprooted from the surface of the 

earth, having no stability. Allah will keep firm those who believe, with 

the word that stands firm in this world and in the Hereafter. And Allah 

will cause to go astray those who are wrongdoers, and Allah does what 

He wills. (14:24-27)

If we examine these verses, we see that Allah has enclosed the example 

of a good word between a good beginning and a good end. He begins 

by inviting us to learn something beneficial and ends by inviting us to 

consider its value. Allah connects His name to the good word but not 

to the evil word in the next verse. This is to teach us that all good comes 

from Him in the beginning and the end, but evil can only come from 

Shaytan and the embattled self.

From Allah likening a good word to a tree we understand the 

following.

1. Good soil is needed to grow a good tree, and likewise a good word 

can only spring from a pure heart.There is an Arabic saying: “Each cup 

gives its shape to what it contains.” The heart of a believer is full of love 

of Allah so that good words will come from his tongue even when he is 

in great distress. When the Prophet lost his beloved son Ibrahim, he

said: “The heart is sad and the eyes shed tears but we only say what is 

pleasing to Allah.” (Al-Bukhari, Abu Dawud and Ahmad)

2. A good tree has strong roots so that it cannot be uprooted by the 

strongest wind. Likewise, the good word cannot be affected by slander 

or false accusations because Allah protects it from harm.The good word 

is pure and unpolluted by any falsehood, lies, or slander so the heart 

accepts it easily.

The Khalifa al-Mahdi, the father of Harun ar-Rashid loved racing pigeons;

He kept a flock of birds on the roof of the palace and delighted in spending 

time with them. One of his servants wanted to gain favour with him so 

he said that the Messenger of Allah had said that the sports that he 

approved of were running, riding, archery and flying birds. Al-Mahdi, who 

was an educated man, said, “You are a liar! The Prophet only mentioned 

the first three and you mentioned the fourth just to please me. Because of 

what you have said I will kill the birds immediately and never keep birds 

again.” (41 Ba‘irh al Hatbutbji sbarb iktisar ulum al~hadith, Ibn Kathir)

3. Just as a good tree always bears fruits, so does a good word. The 

fruits of good words are unlimited because they multiply in this life and 

continue to multiply in the Hereafter.

Abu Hurayra $ related that the Messenger of Allah said: “No actions 

can benefit a son of Adam after his death except sadaqa which continues 

to give benefit, knowledge that he passes on, or a right-acting son who 

prays for him.” (Muslim)
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We are still benefiting from the good words that were passed on to us by 

the scholars of Islam, and humankind will continue to do so until the 

Last Day. Some of these scholars passed away hundreds of years ago, 

may Allah have mercy on them, but their words are still a light for us.

Seeking the Good Word

The slaves of the All-Merciful pass by evil words and evil play and seek 

out good company in circles where good words are spoken. These are 

the circles of knowledge and remembrance of Allah, exalted is He. If 

we wish to learn what is meant by good words, where else can we learn 

except by sitting with the people who possess them?

protection from the Punishment of the Fire.” Allah asks them: “Have 

they seen it?” They reply, “No, by Your Name! They haven’t seen it.” 

Allah asks, "What if they had seen it?” They reply: “They would seek 

Your protection from it even more?” So Allah says: “You are witnesses 

that 1 have already forgiven them.” One angel says: “There was a person 

there who had just come to attend to some business.” Allah says, “I will 

forgive him too. These are the people who if anyone sits with them, he 

will not lose.” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Abu Said al-Khudri <£> related that once the Messenger of Allah £ 

entered a circle of the Companions and asked them — although he knew 

well: “Why are you gathered here?” They replied, “We are gathered here 

to remember Allah and to praise Him and thank Him for guiding us 

to Islam.” He asked them, “By Allah! Do you sit only for this reason? 

They replied: “By Allah! We sit here only for this reason.” He said to 

them, “I did not ask you to swear by Allah about what you were doing 

because I didn’t trust you. I asked you because the angel Jibril came to 

me and told me that Allah is proud of you and is praising you in front 

of the angels.” (Muslim)

One of the slaves of the All-Mercifid, Umar ibn al-Khattab said: “I do 

not like this wodd except for three things: the place where my forehead 

touches die ground in prostration, the places where people gather for 

knowledge, seeking good words as they would choose the best dates from 

the dish, and striving in Allah’s way.” (Miftah as-sa’ada, Ibn al-Qayyim)

The slaves of the All-Merciful seek the company where good words 

are spoken.

Abu Musa al-Ash’ari related that the Messenger of Allah said: “You 

are on the Attn of the ones who you keep company with, so choose your 

companions carefully.” (Ahmad, Ibn Abi’d-Dunya, al-Hakim)

Abu Hurayra related that the Messenger of Allah said: “There are 

angels whose job it is to roam the earth seeking out circles where Allah is 

remembered. When they find such a circle, they call to their companions: 

“Come to the object of your quest!” They surround the gathering with 

their wings outspread reaching up to the heavens and Allah asks them 

(although he already knows): “What are My slaves saying?” They reply: 

“O Allah, they are glorifying You and praising You and magnifying Your 

Name.” Allah will ask them: “What do they want from Me?”They reply: 

“They are asking You for the Garden.” Allah asks them: “Have they seen 

it?” They reply, ‘No, by Your Name! They haven’t seen it.” Allah asks, 

“What if they had seen it?”They reply, “They would desire it even more?” 

Allah asks them: “What do they seek?”The angels reply: “They seek Your

The good companion and the bad companion can be compared to a man 

who sells perfume and a blacksmith. When you visit the perfume seller he 

may give you a gift or you may purchase some musk from him and at the 

very least you leave with a sweet trace of his scent upon you. When you 

visit the blacksmith his flying sparks may burn your clothes and you will 

leave smelling of the smoke from his furnace. (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

In Islam the good friend is the one who, when you see him, it causes 

you to remember Allah. His company keeps you far from bad speech 

and wrong action and his good advice will help you in this world and 

the next, because he considers it his duty to guide his brother to the 

right path and give him advice which will draw him closer to Allah, 

exalted is He.



98 Slaves of the All-Merciful

The Prophet once said to Mu’adh “By Allah I love you! So do not 

forget to say after every salat:
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‘O Allah, help me to remember You, to thank You, and to worship You 

well’.” (Abu Dawud, an-Nasa’i, Ahmad, Ibn Hibban and al-Hakim)

When Abu Bakr Siddiq became the Khalifa he addressed people saying: 

“People! If you see that I am on the right way help me. But if you see that 

I am on the wrong way correct me.” One of the people who was listening 

said: “If we see you on the wrong way we will correct you by the sword!” 

Abu Bakr said, “I thank Allah that He has given me company which will 

correct me if I go astray!” (Al-Kattani)

Aisha advised us that when the Messenger of Allah had been sitting 

in a gathering, he would make the following supplication before rising 

to leave:
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“All glory and praise belong to You, I witness that there is nothing worthy 

of worship except You. I seek your forgiveness and turn to You.” (An- 

Nasa’i and Ahmad)

You are the owner of a word until you speak it but after you have spoken 

it it will own you, so fear Allah. If we wish to be among the slaves of 

the All-Mercifiil the first step is to control our tongues.

II. Calling to Allah’s Way

... those who when reminded of tie Signs of their Lord, do not turn their 

backs, deaf and blind to them ... (25:73)

r
he slaves of the All-Merciful are the people about whom Allah says 

in the Noble Qur’an:

Allah has promised those of you who have iman and do right actions that 

He will make them successors in the land, as he made those before them 

successors and will firmly establish for them their deen with which He is 

pleased, and give them, in place of fear, security. (24:55)

The condition of the Muslim Ummah today is as we see. If the Muslim 

Ummah wishes to return to its former status then it must return to 

Allah and every Muslim must try to be a slave of the All-Merciful. At 

that time Allah will fulfill His promise to His people as He has stated 

in this verse;

The slaves of the All-Merciful in obedience to Allah, exalted is He, 

perform the important work of calling the people to the true way of 

Islam. Amongst the previous nations only the messengers, prophets 

and some of their followers were commanded to call the people to 

worship Allah, exalted is He, each one followed by another, until the 

sending of Muhammad £ with the Last version of Islam which will 

apply until the Last Day. Our Prophet, the Last of the Messengers, 

has firmly placed the responsibility for calling people to Allah s "Way 

on our shoulders. In his last address to the people gathered at Arafat 

he said:
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“The one who is here with us today must inform those who are not 

present. Perhaps the one who receives this message will be better than 

the one who relates it.” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Abu Barakah Nufay’a ibn Haritha and Abdullah ibn Amr ibn al-As & 

related that the Messenger of Allah said: “Transmit what I have brought 

to you even if it is only one verse, and the one who tells a lie about me 

deliberately can be sure of his place in the Fire.” (Al-Bukhari)

Mu’awiya related that the Messenger of Allah said: “If Allah wishes good

for someone he gives him understanding of the Aten. I am only the bringer of 

knowledge but Allah gives understanding to everyone according to their degree 

and maybe the one who transmits the
who understands it better than he does.” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Calling to Allah, exalted is He, has been the work of the prophets and 

messengers throughout time and Allah

There is no community to which a warner has not come. (35:24)

There are Messengers We have already told you about and Messengers 

We have not told you about. (4:164)

knowledge will teach it to someone

says in the Noble Qur an:

Da’wa or calling to Allah, exalted is He, has two aspects.

I. Reminding 

exalted is He.

our Muslim brothers and sisters of their duty to Allah,

Let there be a community among you who call to the good, enjoin the 

right: and forbid the wrong. (3:104)

2. Calling non-Muslims to worship Allah, exalted is He.

You are the best nation ever to be produced before mankind. You enjoin 

the right, forbid the wrong, and have true belief in Allah. (3:110)

I. Reminding the Islamic Ummah

We are commanded to enjoin the right and forbid the wrong.

The Messenger of Allah said: “When anyone of you witnesses

something wrong, he should use his hands to prevent it. If he does not 

have the power to do that he should use his tongue. If he does not have 

the power to do that then he should reject it within his heart, and this is 

the weakest degree of faith.” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Abdullah ibn Mas’ud relates that the Messenger of Allah jfe: “I 

Muhammad, swear by the One who commands my Self! You must enjoin 

the good and forbid the wrong and force the ignorant wrongdoer into 

die path of right action. Otherwise Allah will confound your hearts and 

you will be cursed as were some of the nations before you.” (Fa^twil-r- 
Amaah ’ 1 -jr ■

Not everyone has the power to prevent the wrong with his own hands. 

Sometimes, only the imam, the ruler, or someone who has authority 

over people can do it Not everyone has the ability to change things by 

his tongue. Sometimes, only the one who has the ability to explain the 

matter to others in a wise and kind way can do it, and he must be careful 

that his warning does not have the opposite effect.

Call to die way of your Lord with wisdom and fair admonition, and argue 

with them in the kindest way. Your Lord knows best who is misguided 

from His way. And He knows who are guided. (16:125)

Allah has made this form of da’wa amongst Muslims an urgent necessity. 

Our situation is as if the pin of the grenade has been pulled. If we do 

not act on it things will get much worse. The Muslims can only be in 

a good state as long as they counsel each other to do good actions and 

prevent each other from doing wrong, and it is because some of the 

previous nations failed to do this that Allah, exalted is He, destroyed 

I them.. ,

Those among the tribe of Israel who were unbelievers were cursed on the 

tongue of Dawud and that of Isa, the son of Maryam. That is because 

they rebelled and overstepped the limits. They would not restrain one 

another from any of the wrong things that they did. How evil were the 

things they used to do! You see many of them taking those who are 

unbelievers as their friends. What their lower selves have sent forward
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before them is evil indeed, bringing Allah’s anger upon them. They will 

suffer punishment timelessly, forever. (5:78-81)

Ask them about the town which was by the sea when they broke the 

Sabbath - when their fish came to them near the surface on their Sabbath 

day but did not come on the days which were not the Sabbath. In this 

way we put them to the test because they were deviators. When a group 

of them said: “Why do you rebuke a people whom Allah is going to 

destroy or severely punish?” They said, “So that we have an excuse to 

present to your Lord, and so that hopefully they will gain fearful awareness 

of Allah.” Then when they forgot what they had been reminded of, We 

rescued those who had forbidden evil and seized those who did wrong 

with a harsh punishment because they were deviators. When they were 

insolent about what they had been forbidden to do, We said to them: 

“Be apes, despised, cast out!” (7:163-166)

Imam an-Nawawi explains in Shark Muslim that the noble scholars agree 

that these verses indicate that when you have performed your duty by 

advising the people, the wrong actions of the ones who refuse to profit 

from your advice will not harm you, as Allah says in Surah Fatir: No 

one shall carry another’s burden.” (35:18)

Abu Bakr once said: “O people! You have read the verse, You who 

have imanl You are only responsible for yourselves. The misguided cannot 

harm you as long as you are guided,’ but I have heard the Messenger of 

Allah saying ‘People who do not change something wrong when they see 

it are on the verge of a sweeping punishment from Allah'." (Abu Dawud, 

at-Tirmidhi and an-Nasai)

So our duty is to remind Muslims because we are all in the same boat. 

An-Nu’man ibn Bashir related that the Messenger of Allah gave 

us a good example of this situation.

Some people were travelling on a boat. The wise people had waited 

patiently until last and were riding on the upper deck. Every time the 

passengers below wanted water, they had to ask the ones on the upper 

deck. They did not like having to ask them all the time so one of them 

had an idea. He suggested boring a hole in foe side of foe boat so that 

they could have water whenever they wished without having to ask for it. 

Now if the people on the upper deck do not prevent them from carrying 

out this foolish plan they will all perish. (Al-Bukhari)

This is the predicament we are in today. If we think that we are good 

Muslims and so why should we care about those Muslims who are bad, 

this is not correct because when foe punishment of Allah comes upon 

the people He will only save foe ones who used to enjoin the right and 

forbid the wrong.

Zainab bint Jash relates that foe Prophet once entered her room 

looking very worried and said: "There is no god but Allah! Today the 

wall keeping back the hoards of Gog and Magog opened a crack!” Zainab 

became afraid and asked, “Messenger of Allah! Will we all be destroyed? 

Even when there are good people amongst us?” He replied, “Yes, if 

wickedness is allowed to spread.” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

The noble scholars have remarked about this that even if there are 

good people but they do not enjoin foe right and forbid the wrong, the 

punishment of Allah will come on them all, but Allah will judge them 

individually according to their actions and their intentions.

2. Calling Non-Muslims to Islam

Every Muslim must call others to worship Allah, exalted is He, each 

according to his own ability. If he cannot teach by speech, he must teach 

by setting a good example, following the Shari’ah correctly and showing 

others true Islam by his actions. One of the biggest reasons preventing 

non-Muslims from entering Islam is that some Muslims do not follow the 

teachings of Islam. This is especially true concerning our dealings with 

others in worldly matters. Some Muslims misunderstand the teachings 

of Islam and think that it is enough to perform the obligatory acts of 

worship such as salat, sawm, or zakat, but their worship has no effect at all 

on their daily lives and they continue to treat others unfairly in business. 

Unfortunately, it is this minority which attracts the most attention 

while the majority of Muslims go about their daily lives unnoticed in
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sincere worship of their Lord. A sign that Allah has indeed accepted 

their devotions is that their worship will have a positive effect on their 

daily lives and their transactions with others. Allah, exalted is He, says 

about the salat.

Salat precludes indecency and wrongdoing. And remembrance of Allah 

is greater still. (29:45)

The imam recites this verse before opening the congregational prayer on 

Jumu ’ah. The same dictum applies to all acts of worship.

Abu Hurayra related that the Messenger of Allah said about these 

people: “Do you know who the greatest loser is?” The Companions 

answered: “He is the one who has completely lost all his wealth and his 

livelihood.” The Prophet replied, “Not at all! The biggest loser among 

my nation will be the one who comes to the Day of Judgment bringing 

all his prayers, his fasting and his charitable deeds, but also has abused 

one person, cheated another, stolen from another and drawn the blood 

of another. Allah will give all his good deeds to the people whom he 

harmed, and if they are not sufficient to repay the harm he has done, 

then the wrong actions of his victims will be piled on his head and the 

angels will be ordered to take him to the Fire.” (Muslim)

real Islam. Otherwise, they will be preventing them from finding Allah’s 

Way. We should remember that in the time when the Muslims were 

really practicing their deen, especially in their dealings with others, large 

numbers of non-Muslims were attracted to Islam. Islam swept through 
Asia including Indonesia, the country with the largest population 

of Muslims in the world. No army came to conquer and no swords 

were unsheathed. The people were attracted to Islam by the exemplary 

manner and honest business practices of the Muslim traders. Those who 

witnessed their actions would ask: “What is the source of this excellent 

conduct?" They found the answer was the true deen of Islam.

So every Muslim must fear Allah and remember that he will be questioned 

in front of Allah about his Islam. Has he demonstrated true Islam by 

his good behaviour or has he prevented people from knowing the truth 

by not following Islam correctly?

If we want to be counted among the slaves of the All-Merciful, the 
beauty of Islam must show in our daily lives and our transactions with 
everyone.

The people who bar others from Allah’s Way and bar non-Muslims when 

they are invited to accept Islam will say: “If Islam is truly the best way of 

life as you have said, why is your Islamic world comprised mostly of the 

underdeveloped and poorer countries of the world?” The answer is that 

these countries are under-developed because the Muslims are far from 

the teachings of Islam. In previous times when our predecessors were 

following Islam completely they built a great civilisation. The entire world 

benefited from the Muslim civilisation. At the time when Europe was 

in the darkness of ignorance, the Muslims had such a high standard of 

knowledge that students would come from all over the world to learn not 

only about Islam but about all branches of knowledge and science.

It is every Muslim s responsibility to call non-Muslims to worship Allah, 

exalted is He, by practicing the deen correctly and showing others the
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Those who are blind in this world will be blind in the Hereafter and even 

further off the path. (17:72)

12. Accepting Guidance

The slaves of the All-Merciful wait with fearful awareness for the 
reminders which Allah sends to them. When they are reminded they take 
the maximum benefit and Allah increases them in knowledge and light. 
How different they are from the one who listens and does not take any 
benefit from Allah’s Signs, about whom Allah says:

... those who when reminded of the Signs of their Lord, do not turn their 

backs, deaf and blind to them ... (25:73)

T
he slaves of the All-Merciful are those who call people to follow the 

way of Islam. They completely accept with humility any reminder 

that comes to them, as long as it is true.

When they are reminded of the Signs of their lord, they do not turn 

their backs, deaf and blind to them. (25:73)

eyes and ears but they do not use them. They haveAllah has given them
hearts they do not understand with. They have eyes they do not see with. 

They have ears they do not hear with. Such people are like cattle. No, 

they are even further astray/They are unaware. (7:179)

If you call them to guidance, they do not hear. You see them looking at 

you, yet they do not see. (7:198)

Have they not travelled about in the earth and do they not have hearts to 

understand with or ears to hear with? It is not their eyes which are blind 

but their hearts in their breasts which are blind. (22:46)

Among them are some who listen to you. But can you make the deaf to hear 

even though they cannot understand? Among them are some who look at 

you. But can you guide the blind even though they cannot see? (10:43)

The likeness of the two groups is that of the blind and the deaf and the 

seeing and the hearing. Are they the same as one another? So will you 

not pay heed? (11:24)

When he does learn something of Our signs, he makes a mockery of 
them. (45:8)

When he is told to have fear of Allah, he is seized by pride which drives 
him to wrongdoing! Hell will be enough for him. What an evil resting 
place! (2:206)

And in the very next verse Allah contrasts these people with the slaves 

of the All-Mercifiil.

And among them are some who give up everything, desiring the good 
pleasure of Allah. (2:207)

The slaves of the All-Merciful are foot like the hypocrites who, each, 

time a Surah was sent down there were some among them who said 
doubtfully.

Which of you has this increased in Faith? (9:124)

Each time a Surah is sent down, they look at one another implying, “Can 

anyone see you?” then they turn away. Allah has turned their hearts away 

because they do not understand. (9:127)

The slaves of the All-Merciful say: “We hear and we obey” They are the 

ones who are successful (24:5). They are not like the Jews of Madina 

who:

... have sworn by Allah with their most earnest oaths that if you give 

them the command they will go out. Say: “Do not swear. Honourable 

obedience is enough.” (24:53)
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Why do the slaves of the All-Merciful, when they are reminded of the 

signs of Allah follow them? It is because they are by Allah and with Allah. 

They are totally obedient and totally submitted. They have overcome 

their lower selves and there is no place for egotistical appetites and desires 

in their pure souls. . ?

When they are bothered by visitors (evil thoughts) from Shaytan, they 

remember and immediately see clearly. (7:201)

They are not proud like Iblis. He was the greatest worshipper amongst 

the jinn and as a reward for his devotion, Allah, exalted is He, had raised 

his station and allowed him to sit amongst the angels. The angels are 

made of pure light and cannot disobey Allah’s commands, and so when 

He commanded them to bow down before the Adamic form of man

to whom He had taught the names of all things, the Angels prostrated, 

but Iblis was not pure like an angel. He was proud of himself and his 

pride prevented him from obeying Allah’s command.

We said to the angels: “Prostrate to Adam!” and they prostrated, with the 

exception of Iblis. He refused and was one of the arrogant unbelievers. 

WO

When We said to the angels: “Prostrate yourselves to Adam!” they 

prostrated with the exception of Iblis. He was one of the jinn and 

wantonly deviated from his Lord’s command. (18:50)

The slaves of the All-Merciful do not have any pride at all.

One day, the Messenger of Allah said to the Companions: “The 

one who has an atom’s weight of pride will not enter the Garden.” One 

amongst them said: “But a man likes to wear good clothes and good 

shoes.” The Prophet said, “Allah is beautiful and loves beauty. Pride is 

to reject the Truth and look down on others.” (Muslim)

How could the slaves of the All-Merciful possibly have any pride, when 

they know that the Prophet said:

The Garden and the Fire were once arguing about who would get the 

most provision. The Fire said: “Inside me go all the oppressors and the

proud." The Garden said, “Inside me go all the ordinary people and the 

poor." Allah, exalted is He, judged between them and said, “You are the 

Garden, My Mercy, and I will be merciful to whoever I wish. You are the 

Fire, My Punishment, and I will punish whomever I wish. And I will fill 

you both.” (Muslim)

The slaves of the All-Merciful follow the verse that says:

Allah does not like any arrogant boaster. (31:18)

Haritha ibn Wahab narrated that he heard the Messenger of Allah

say. "Shall I tell you about the people of the Fire? You can find there every 

oppressor and arrogant boaster who exalted themselves above others ” 

(Al-Bukhari and Muslim) - . '

Examples of the Humility of the Slaves of the All-Merciful

Umar ibn aMattab

During his rule as Khalifa he £ wanted to stop the amount of the dowry 

from increasing because some of the young men could no longer afford to 

marry. He stood on the minbar and announced, “I want to put a limit on 

the wb (wedding gift or dowry).” A woman stopped him saying, “Have 

you never heard this verse? ‘If you desire to exchange one wife for another 

and have given your original wife a large amount (as a dowry), do not take 

any of it.”’ (4:20). So Umar said: “Umar is wrong and you are right.” 

(Al-Bayhaqi, Ibn Majah, Tafiir al-Qurtubi, Tafsir Ibn Kathir).

If he had not been a true believer he would have punished her for her 

insolence, but as one of the slaves of the All-Merciful he admitted his 

wrong with humility in front of all the assembled people.

When he was informed that the Messenger of Allah had passed away, 

Umar drew his sword and said: “If anyone says the Prophet has passed 

away I will kill him!” Abu Bakr caught him and said: “Have you never 

heard this verse before?” He recited, “Muhammad is only a Messenger 

and he has been preceded by other Messengers. If he were to die or be 

killed, would you turn on your heels?” (3:44). When he heard this the
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sword dropped from Umars hand and he said: “It is as if I had never 

heard this verse before,” and he accepted it. (Al-Bukhari)

Manan ibn Mabran

It is related by Manan ibn Mahran that while he was sitting with some 
guests, his female slave came to him carrying a dish full of hot soup. She
carelessly tripped and spilled the soup on him. He was going to beat her 
but she said: “ LVad-kadhiminad-^haydh — those who control their anger”. He 
replied: “I have ” Then she said: ‘‘‘wa3leafina ‘ani’n-nas — and who pardon 
others”. He replied: “I pardon you.”Then she said: “wa’llabuyubibbul- 
mubsinin — for Allah loves the good doers”.’ He said: “You are free for the 
sake of Allah!” (Al-Jami’li abkam al~Qu r’an, al-Qurtubi in his commentary 
on 3:134) What an example of humility, self-control, obedience and 
fearful awareness of Allah’s signs this noble man has given us!

the potential to be high

So we can see from the verses we have included here that if man is 
humble and acts according to the knowledge he has been given, he has 

er than the angels but if he is arrogant and 
refuses to obey, he will sink down lower than the cattle. It is up to us! 

If we want to be counted amongst the ranks of the slaves of the All- 

Merciful, we must accept it when someone tells us the Truth, even if it 

is against our wishes.

And among them are some who 

pleasure of Allah. (2:207)
give up everything, desiring the good

13. Women

Those who say, “Our Lord give us joy in our wives and our children.

(25:74)

A
llah has raised the station of the slaves of the All-Merciful and given 

them special attention in return for their devotion. Nevertheless, 

they are human beings and would not consider themselves to be different 
from other men and women. They know that to do anything unnatural 
would be against the human form in which Allah, exalted is He, has placed 

them and so would be displeasing to Him, and certainly not a good way 
to draw near to Him. Accordingly, they marry, have families and live 
normal lives just like everyone else. They are not like monks and nuns 
who try to come near to Allah by living in isolation from the world and 

from the opposite sex, a most unnatural and unhealthy situation. They 

will not draw near to Allah as do the slaves of the All-Merciful, who 

know that when you empty your heart of everything other than Him, 

and reflect deeply on the message of the Noble Qur’an, everything you 

see in this world becomes a sign which reminds you of Allah, exalted is 

He, not a temptation which distracts you from Him. This level can only 

be achieved when you love for the sake of Allah and live according to 

the example of the Prophet & and his Companions &. Marriage is the 

Sunnah of most the prophets and messengers.

Marriage is my Sunnah. Whoever disregards my Sunnah is not from 

among us. (Ibn Majah)

And among His signs is this, that He has created for you mates from 

among yourselves, that you may dwell in tranquility with them; and He 
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has put love and mercy between you. Verily in that are signs for those 

who reflect. (30:21)

The slaves of the All-Merciful love their families and know that Allah 

will judge them concerning how they fulfill their duties to each other.

Abdullah ibn Umar related that he heard the Prophet saying, 

“Everyone of you is a guardian and is responsible for his charge; the ruler 

is a guardian and is responsible for his subjects; the man is a guardian 

in his family and responsible for his charges; a woman is a guardian of 

her husband s house and responsible for her charges; and the servant is 
a guardian of his masters property and is responsible for his charge.” I 
definitely heard the above from the Prophet and think that the Prophet 

££ also said, “A man is a guardian of his fathers property and responsible 
for his charges; so everyone of you is a guardian and responsible for his 

charges.” (Al-Bukhari 3.733)

It is said that a woman is a mother, a sister, a daughter and a wife and 

every man is enclosed on all sides by these four aspects of womanhood, 

just as every man is a father, brother, son or husband. Consequently, it 

is important for all of us to understand what these responsibilities are; 

for men and women to know how to treat each other; and for men and 

women to know what they should expect from their mothers and wives, 

and their fathers and husbands.

The Status of Women before Islam

In the verse above, the first thing that the slaves of the All-Merciful 

pray for is their wives, and so we must begin to explain the status 

of women in Islam. However, before we begin, it is important to 

put things in perspective. If we go back in history to examine the 

condition of women before the light of Islam shone on their society 

we will find that women had been deprived of their rights as human 

beings even by the laws of their country. Let us look at the conditions 

under which women were forced to live in the Arab world before the 

coming of Islam.

woman was sometimes considered an object, a piece of property. After 

her husband’s death she might be disposed of in the inheritance in the 

same way as apiece of furniture. In pre-Islamic Arabia, some of the Arabs 

bad a cruel custom of burying some of their baby daughters alive.

When the baby gid buried alive is asked for what crime it was killed.

(81:8-9)

Sometimes if a father learned that his wife had borne him a baby girl 
his reaction was inhuman.

When one of them is given the good news of a baby girl, his face darkens 

and he is furious. (16:58)

Has He taken daughters from what He created and chosen sons for 
you? When any of them is given good news of the very thing which 
he himself has ascribed to the All-Mercifid, his face darkens and he is 
furious. (43:17)

Womens Rights in Islam

When Islam came, it gave back to women the rights which they had lost 
during the previous age of oppression. This is still true today.

Muslim women have the right to buy, sell, own property and have their 

own personal wealth, to inherit wealth and to make wills.

Men have a portion of what they acquire and women have a portion of 

what they acquire. (4:32)

Women can choose whether to marry and whom they wish to marry. 

No one can force them against their wishes. Once when a case of forced 

marriage was reported to the Prophet he allowed the woman (who was 

forced into marriage) the option to revoke the marriage, if she desired 

to do so (Abu Dawud, Kitab an~Nikah, No. 1797).

Muslim women are permitted to take part in all aspects of community 

life, praying in the mosque, visiting relatives and friends and going to 

the market A Muslim woman can transact business, hold a position of
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authority, participate in discussion and declare her knowledge about 

anything she wishes. Women can also hold positions in governance 

according to their abilities.

The men and women of the believers are friends of one another; they 

command what is right and forbid what is wrong. (9:71)

Umar also used to seek the counsel of Shaffa the market inspector, 

pay due regard to her and hold her in high esteem. (Ibn Hajar in al-Isabak 

quoted by Hasan Turabi)

A Muslim woman, not only has the right to a full education, indeed it 

is essential that she has one. There is a traditional saying: “Educate a 

man and educate one person; educate a woman and educate the whole 

family.” Therefore, a Muslim woman must be educated in order to 

fulfill her role as a good Muslim mother and it is the duty of a man to 
ensure that his wife learns about Islam. The fact that so many of the 

teachings of the Prophet have come to us through his wife Aisha 4 

is testimony to how much he taught her and to womens role in passing 

on the knowledge of Islam.

Men and women who are truthful. Men and women who are steadfast.

Men and women who are humble. Men and women who give sadaqa. Men 

and women who fast Men and women who guard their private parts. Men 

and women who remember Allah often. Allah has prepared forgiveness 
for them and a great reward. (33:35)

Women can have a higher status than men by their toqwa and their good 

actions.

Mankind’. We created you from a male and female, and made you into 
peoples and tribes so that you might come to know each other. The 

noblest among you in Allah’s sight is the one with the most taqwa. Allah 

is All-Knowing, All-Aware. (49:13)

The Noble Qur’an mentions several women whom Allah raised to a 

level higher than most men.

And when the angels said: “Maryam (mother of Isa), Allah has chosen 

you and purified you. He has chosen you and purified. He has chosen 

you over all other women.” (42:43)

Womens Status in Islam

As mens fellow human beings women are considered to be equal to 

men and Islam makes no distinction between men and women in front 

of Allah, exalted is He, and Allah rewards men and women equally for 

their good deeds. ' *• •

Anyone who acts rightly, male or female, being a Believer, We will give 
them a good life and We will recompense them according to the best of 

what they did. (16:97)

The men and women of the believers are friends to one another. They 

command what is right and forbid what is wrong, and establish salat and 

pay zakat, and obey Allah and His Messenger. They are the people upon 

whom Allah will have mercy. (9:72)

Men and women who are believers. Men and women who are obedient.

We revealed to the mother of Musa, “Suckle him and then when you fear 

for him cast him into the river and do not fear or grieve; We will return 

him to you and make him one of the messengers.” (28:7)

Wives of the Prophet, you are not like other women provided you keep 

your duty to Allah. (33:33)

Allah has made an excellent example of those who believe: the wife of 

Pharaoh when she said, “My Lord, build a house in the Garden for me 

in Your presence and rescue me from Pharaoh and his deeds, and save 

me from the people who are wrongdoers.” (66:11)

However, Allah has made men and women different and given them 

different roles and responsibilities. Muslims recognise these physical 

differences and do not expect more from any human being than they 

are capable of doing.

The greatest responsibility that any human being can be given is to carry,



116 Slaves of the All-Merciful
"Women HI

deliver and care for a new life and Allah gave this privilege to woman 

because of her nature. In turn, Allah gives her the highest respect by 

commanding us to be good to our mothers and by honouring her with 

the highest reward.

We have enjoined on man kindness to his parents; in pain did his mother 

bear him, and in pain did she give him birth. (46:15)

Does it not please any of you that if she is pregnant by her husband and 

he is satisfied with her that she receives the reward of one who fasts and 

prays for the sake of Allah? And when she delivers, there isn’t a mouthful 

of milk flowing from her nor an instance of the child’s suck, but that she 

receives, for every mouthful and for every suck, the reward of one good 

deed. And if her child keeps her awake at night, she receives the reward 

of one who frees seventy slaves for the sake of Allah. (At-Tabarani in 

al~Awsat, Ibn Asakir)

It is a mans responsibility to work to create the just society devoted to 

worship of Allah in which his wife can live and his children grow up, as 

it is his duty to ensure that his family is provided for by going out and 

earning, paying particular attention to making sure that his income is 

halal. While the woman has every right to earn and to work in the world, 

the beauty of Islam is that she does not have to. Allah has given a woman 

more status and recompense for her job as a mother than a man could 

give her for any other job.

However, the role of a woman is not only limited to being a wife or a 

mother as there are numerous examples from amongst the Companions 

of the Prophet of women who were business women or scholars 

as well as wives and mothers, and who lived life to the full physically, 

mentally and spiritually.

Amongst the Companions there were brave women who accompanied 

their men to battle, and some even fought alongside them or took care 

of the wounded. Anas ibn Malik related that when he was telling the 

story of the Battle of Uhud, the Messenger of Allah said about one of 

these women, Umm Umara Nasibah bint Ka'b “Whenever I looked

romyn^tottomy left 1 found her fighting to protect me;’ (Ibn Sad) 

Ue Prophet’s daughter was among the women who would bring
<et to exhausted warriors and care for the wounded. On the day of 

die Opening of Makka to Islam, Umm Hani, the daughter of AbuTalib 
and sister of Ali, said to the Messenger of Allah “Messenger of Allah,

my mothers son Mi ibn AbiTalib daims that he will kill someone to 

whom! granted safety, so-and-so the son of Hubayrah!”The Messenger 

& said to her, “Those to whom you grant safety, we grant safety.” (Al- 

bukhan and Muslim) What amazing women these Companions were! 

Few women, or even men, today can reach their status.

However, there are many women in this world who have not accepted the 

guidance which has come to us from Allah, exalted is He, who will say that 

such freedom is nothing, and indeed, in some societies, women appear to 

be 'free to do anything they wish. However, the apparent freedom they 

imagine they possess in this world denies the spiritual nature of the human 

being, which must be developed if we are to completely fulfill the purpose

peoples hearts overlooks the privileged status to which Allah, exalted is 

He, has raised Muslim women, whose lives are guided by knowledge and 

obedience to His laws and whose hearts are full of spirituality.

The world and all things in the world are precious but the most precious 

thing in the world is a virtuous woman. (Ahmad and Muslim)

Muslim women are dearly different from non-believing women and 

under Islamic law they are under complete protection as long as they 

worship Allah according to the laws He has given us. In a magazine called 

lartdoi al-Muslimoon, issue 238, there is an article about a famous French 

fashion model called Fabian who embraced Islam. Her experience clearly 

illustrates the honourable status that Islam has given to women.

She said, “If it were not for the mercy of Allah, I would have lost my 

life as a human being completely and descended until I became like an 

animal, driven to satisfy all its desires without manner or limitations.

I never felt that the fashion I wore was beautiful. I only felt that I was 

looked down on by others.”
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She goes on to say that she had been treated like an animal with no 

soul, but after she became a Muslim she discovered what it was like to 

be treated as a human being.

A Womans Life

A woman goes through three stages during her life. In each stage, Islam 
gives her special care and kindness, honour and respect.

Z. As a Daughter

Sons and daughters should be treated equally in the matter of receiving 

gifts. The Messenger of Allah said: “Be just between your children 

in gifts. And if I wanted to give more to any one of them I would give 

to daughters/’

In the time before Islam sometimes a man would become angry if a female 

child was born. After Islam, Wafila ibn al-Askar said: “A good sign for 

a wife is that she began her life as a girl, because Allah says, ‘He creates 
whatever He wills; He gives daughters to whoever He wishes (42:49). 

He mentions the female before the male to honour her.”

A daughter has the right to be educated and it is obligatory for her 

parents to teach her about Islam.

The Messenger of Allah said: “Whoever has two daughters and brings 

them up according to Islam until they become adults, he will come [this 

close to me] on the Day of Rising,” and he raised his first and second 

fingers touching each other to indicate how close they would be to him. 

(Muslim)

2. As a Wife

Allah teaches us in the Qur’an:

Women possess rights similar to those held over them. (2:228)

The Messenger of Allah % said, “You must give her food, provide her 

with clothes, never hit her face, never say ugly words and never banish 

her from your house.” (Minhaj al~Muslim)

Uemostperfectof betaersisthebestof diem in character and the best
of you is the West to bis family. (Abu Dawud and at-Tirmidhi)

The bride has the tight to tnabr (dowry). This is the obligatory bridal- 
money given by the husband to his wife at the time of their marriage.

And give to women their dowry with a good heart, but if they are happy 

to return some of it to you, make use of it with pleasure and goodwill. 
(4:4)

A husband must honour his wife and be generous to her.

0 you who believe! You are forbidden to inherit women against their 

will Nor should you treat them with harshness, that you may take away 

part of die dowry you have given them - except when they have become 

guilty of open lewdness. On the contrary live with them on a footing 

of kindness and equity. If you take a dislike to them, it may be that you 

dislike something and Allah will bring about through it a great deal of 
good. (4:19)

We should treat our partners as we would like them to treat us.

Regarding the verse: “Women possess rights similar to those held over 

them” (2:228), the rights against women are the rights of the husband. 

According to accepted Islamic doctrine (Minhaj al-Muslim) these are:

• Obeying him as long as this does not involve disobeying Allah. If 

she is unable to obey him because she is overburdened, he should be 
gentle and lenient and if she is disobedient he should be patient and 

forgive her when she returns to obedience.

• Protecting his property and his honour and asking his permission to 

leave the house.

Safeguarding her husband’s interests in his absence (4:34)

Travelling with him if he desires her to.

Allowing him to enjoy the pleasures of intimacy with her.The Prophet 

$ said, “If a man calls his wife to his bed and she refuses him and he
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remains angry with her, the angels curse her until morning.” (Ahmad,

al-Bukhari, Muslim and Abu Dawud)

Asking his permission to fast. The Prophet said, “It is not lawful 
for a woman to fast when her husband is present unless he has given 
her permission.” (Al-Bukhari)

A couple should begin their marriage by making the intention to protect 
each others rights according to the Shari’ah, to make their family an asset 

to the Muslim community and to bring up their children as Muslims. 
They should always encourage each other to worship Allah and act 

according to the Glorious Qur’an and Sunnah.

Abu Hurayra related that the Prophet said, “May Allah have mercy 
on a man who rises at night to pray and wakes up his wife and they 

pray two rak’ats together. Allah will write them amongst the people who 

remember Allah much.” (Abu Dawud)

3. As a Mother

We have already mentioned the great privilege that is motherhood. 

There are numerous hadith telling us how we should treat our 

mothers.

Your Lord has decreed that you should worship none but Him, and that 

you should show kindness to your parents. (17:23)

It is forbidden to raise our voices in front of our mothers.

Whether one or both of them reach old age with you, do not say, *Ugh.' 

to them out of irritation and do not be harsh with them but speak to 

them with gentleness and generosity. Take them under your wing, out of 

mercy, with due humility and say, “Lord, show mercy to them as they 

did in looking after me when I was small.” (17:23-24)

When a man came to the Prophet & and asked, “Who should I keep 

good relations with?” He answered, “With your mother.” Then the man 

asked, “And next?” The Prophet again answered, “With your mother.” 

Again the man asked, “And next?” The Prophet & again answered, “With

Ag^tkman asU “Wne^TIwProphttSanswtred.
"With your father’ (Muslim)

Allah orders us to take care of our mothers because they have suffered 

for their families.

We have instructed man concerning his parents. Bearing him caused his 

mother great debility and the period of weaning was two years: Give thanks 

to me and to your parents. I am your final destination. (31:14)

Aisha related that Messenger of Allah 35 said, “I entered the Garden and 

1 heard someone reciting die Qur’an and I asked, ‘Who is that?* It was

revealed to me, ‘This is Harith ibn an-Nu’man.’” The Prophet 35 said, 

“This is because he treated his parents well and because he was the greatest 

in honouring his mother.” (Musnod Abd ar-Razzaq)

Abdullah ibn Umar saw a man from Yemen carrying his mother on his 
shoulders to cirde the Ka ba during the Hajj. Afterwards the man came 

to him and asked, “Have I repaid her for her kindness to me when I was 

a child.” Abdullah replied, “Not even for one breath that she gave when 

she was giving birth to you!”

So if we wish to be among the slaves of the All-Merciful, men must take 
care of how they treat their mothers, wives and daughters and women 
must strive to be good wives to their husbands and good mothers to 

their children.
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14. Children

Those who say, ‘Our Lord give us joy in our wives and our children

W
ealth and children are the pleasures of the life of this world, but 

in your Lord s sight, right actions which are lasting bring a better 
reward and are a better basis for hope. (18:46)

Islam teaches us that our children are entrusted to us, that we are 

responsible for them and that Allah, exalted is He, will judge us 

concerning how we take care of them.■a

The condition of each of us today is a result of our childhood 

experiences, and each of us should remember this when we think of 

our children. Children are born with a pure nature. Their parents either 

make an effort to teach them how to become adult Muslims, or neglect 

to teach them. Islam teaches parents to be awareof this point, and to 

try to correct themselves and their families.

O You who believe! Safeguard yourselves and your families from a fire 

whose fuel is people and stones. (66:6)

There is an old tradition which says that when you teach a child it is like 

carving on a stone, but when you teach someone old it is like writing 

on water. For this reason we should instill good habits in our children 

from an early age.•

The Messenger of Allah advised us: “Command your children to 

pray when they are seven years old, and when they reach ten, discipline

them if they do not, and have the boys and girls sleep in a separate 

place.” . •

The Companions would teach their children the Qur’an and inspire 

them with tales of the perfect example of the Messenger of Allah. It is 
a Muslim parents duty to teach their children the pillars of Islam and 
Iman, and the basic rules of the Shari’ah; to bring them up on the path 
of truthfulness, right action and good manners. Allah has promised a 
great reward to parents who take good care of their children, which means 
helping them to develop physically, mentally and spiritually.

Raising Healthy Children

How can we ensure that our children develop strong minds, bodies and 

spirits?

1. Physical Development

We should make sure that our children are healthy children by:

i. Teaching them deanliness. They should learn to keep their bodies, 

dothes and rooms dean. This is good preparation for worshipping 

Allah, exalted is He, because if we want to pray we must wash our 

bodies correctly, wear dean dothes and be sure that the place where 

we pray is dean.

ii. Teaching them to eat from the Ada/, to avoid the haram and to avoid 

waste and extravagance.

Waste not by extravagance. Truly Allah does not love the extravagant. 

(6:141)

Eat and drink but do not be extravagant. He does not love the extravagant. 

(7:31) ■ g I

iii.Encouraging  them to play some sports like running and swimming.

Umar said: "Teach your children to throw the spear, swim, ride a horse 

and read good poetry.”
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2. Mental Development

We must teach children that human beings should not behave like animals 
because Allah has provided us with intelligence. We should develop our

i. Teaching them to read and write.

Read: In the Name of your Lord who created, created man from dots 
of blood. Read: and your Lord is the Most Generous, He who taught 

by the pen, taught man what he did not know. (96:1-5)

ii. Encouraging them to think about everything and to reflect on the 

wonder of created things.

In the creation of the heaven and the earth, and the alternation of night 

and day, there are Signs for people with intelligence: those who remember 

Allah standing, sitting and lying on their sides, and reflect on the creation 
of the heavens and the earth; “Our Lord, You have not created this for 

nothing. Glory be to You!” (3:190-1)

iii. Taking them with us when we travel, because seeing different cultures 

and places at first hand will widen their understanding and stimulate 

their intelligence. Allah commands us to travel:

Travel about the earth and see the final fate of the deniers. (16:36)

Say: “Travel about the earth and see the final fate of the evildoers.” 

(27:69)

Say: “Travel about the earth, and see how He brought creation out of 

nothing.” (29:20)

Whole societies have passed away before your time, so travel about the 

earth to see the final fate of the deniers. (3:137)

3. Spiritual Development

Parents must teach their children the good manners of Islam, such as 

asking permission to enter and respecting privacy.

Enter not houses other than your own until you have asked permission

and greeted those in them. (24:27)

Children should be taught to understand how good manners will help 

them to get along and improve society around them, and how bad 

manners will have a negative effect on their lives and the people around 
them. As young people have limited experience of life, we should try to 

make our lessons easy to understand and remember. Traditionally parents 
have used stories with a moral, which exemplify the qualities of fairness, 
honesty and generosity, as our Prophet $£ would do when he taught his 

Companions. We have mentioned previously such stories as ‘The bald 

man, the leper and the blind man’.

Children copy their parents, so we must give them good examples to 

follow. If children see their parents performing the salat and practicing 

Islam in their speech, manners and everyday lives, it will affect them. 

This is why the Messenger of Allah tells us never to tell a lie or break 

our word to small children, because if we do they will not be able to 

trust anything we say. If you want your children to study and promise 

something as a reward for their obedience you must give it to them, 

however small you may think it is. Also, do not forbid your children to 

do something which you yourselves do and expect them to obey you. 

Many parents blame their children when they should blame themselves. 

They forget that their children are only copying them.

Parents should give children a secure and loving environment in which to 

develop. They should always support each other and never fight in front 

of their children. Mothers should not complain to their children about 

their husbands because it will tear the childrens hearts in two. How many 

children lose respect for their parents through these mistakes? How many 

of us leave our good manners at the door when we enter our homes and 

please ourselves thinking that no one is watching. There is no place where 

a Muslim can forget good manners and courtesy. We must try to be slaves 

of the All-Merciful, who have taqwa at all times and in every place, because 

our young children are watching us and learning from us and the angels 

are recording everything we do wherever we are, so it is as important to
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be a Muslim in the home as it is in the mosque or anywhere else. It is 

important to remember that our babies receive everything through their 
mothers, so if a father want to give love to his baby he must make his 
wife feel secure and loved, and be considerate to her.

Parents should encourage their children to read stories about the most 
excellent of human beings, the prophets, messengers and the people 
who followed them, so that they will be inspired to be like them, and 

stories which demonstrate the excellence of honesty, wisdom, courage, 
generosity and humility. The Companions told their children of the 
heroic actions of people who fought in the battles to defend and establish 
Islam in the land.

Parents must bring up their children wisely. It is important to be gentle 

and kind but sometimes it is necessary to treat them firmly. To know 
when to be kind and when to be firm requires wisdom. Even when we 
have to be strict we must show love. It is not the child whom we dislike; 
we only dislike the bad action. It is because we love our children that 

we correct them. The Messenger of Allah has given us many good 

examples of how to treat children.

Abu Hurayra <£• relates that once the Messenger of Allah H kissed one of 

his daughters sons. One of the people of the desert was present and was 

surprised when he saw this. “I have ten children and I have never kissed 

any one of them/” he announced proudly. The Prophet asked him, 

“How can I help you when Allah has taken all mercy from your heart? 

The one who does not show mercy will not be shown mercy/’

Parents must guide their children to choose good friends, because their 

friends will have a big influence on their development.

The Messenger of Allah said: “You are on the deen of the ones with 

whom you keep company, so choose your friends carefully.”

companion and the bad 

who sells perfume and a blacksmith. When you visit the perfume seller he 

may give you a gift or you may purchase some musk from him or at the 

very least you will leave with a sweet trace of his scent upon you. When 

companion can be compared to a man

you visit the blacksmith, the sparks flying from his forge may burn your 

dothes and you will leave smelling of the smoke from his furnace.

In the advice of Luqman 353 to his son Allah gives us a good example 

of how and what we should teach our children.

And remember when Luqman said to his son, advising him: “O my son, 
do not associate anything with Allah. Associating other with Him is a 

terrible wrong.” (31:13)

“0 my son, even if something weighs as little as a mustard seed and 
is inside a rock or anywhere else in the heavens or the earth, Allah will 
bring it out. Allah is All-Pervading, All-Aware. My son, establish sdat and 

command what is right and forbid what is wrong and be steadfast in the 
face of all that happens to you.That is certainly the most resolute course 

to follow. Do not avert your face from people out of haughtiness and do 

not strut about arrogantly on the earth. Allah does not love anyone who 

is vain or boastful. Be moderate in your tread and lower your voice. The 

most hateful of voices is the donkeys bray.” (31:16-19)

The first thing that Luqman 3$ forbids his son is associating partners 
with Allah, the most hateful of wrong actions, and the first thing he 
advises his son to do is perform the salat, because this is the foundation 
of a life based on worshipping Allah. There is no worship without salat, 
and if you want your children to be good you must teach them to make 
a good connection with Allah, exalted is He. The prophet Ibrahim 35$ 

prayed?

“My lord, make me and my descendants people who establish salat” 

(14:40),

and Allah says about the prophet Isma’il 35$:

“He used to command his people to do salat and give zakat and he was 

pleasing to his Lord,” (19:55)

In Surah Ta Ha, Allah, exalted is He, says:

“Instruct your family to do salat and be constant in it.” (20432)
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The Duties of Parents
Allah teaches us to take care of children even before their birth, so He 

places many duties on parents for the sake of their children.

Men are advised to choose good wives to be their mothers.The Messenger 
of Allah said:

A man wishes to marry a woman for four reasons: her wealth, her family, 
her beauty or her deen (practice of Islam). You must win the one with 
the deen, or you will not be able to fulfill all your wishes. (Al-Bukhari 
and Muslim)

This is because it is the mother who first teaches her children good 
manners and good character by her example, because they are always in 
her care and company. She has a very strong influence on the children. If 

the father is a right-acting man but the mother is not, the children will 
lose their deen because although the man teaches them good behaviour 

his wife will not support him.

Parents must choose a good name. Abdullah ibn Umar i^> relates that the 
Messenger of Allah said that Allah loves most the names Abdullah 

and Abd ar-Rahman (Muslim). We aspire to live up to our names, so we 
must help our children by giving them the names of the best people, like 

the Prophets and Messengers, the Companions and the great scholars 

of Islam.

The Messenger of Allah loved good names, and he would sometimes 

change a new Muslims name. Once when a man embraced Islam, he 

asked, "What is your name.” The man replied: “It is Sab (Difficult).” So 

the Prophet said, “No! Your name is Sahl (Ease)!” (Abu Dawud, Ahmad 

and at-Tirmidhi)

This man Sahl had a grandson whose name was Sa’id ibn al-Musayyab, 

who was the greatest scholar among the Followers of the people of
•a

Madinah.

Aisha said that the Messenger of Allah used to change ugly names. 

(At-Tirmidhi)

Abdullah ibn Umar & related that the Messenger of Allah # changed 

the name of a woman who was called Asiya (Disobedient) into Jamila 

(Beautiful). (At-Tirmidhi)

Once a man came to the Khalifa Umar and complained about the bad
behaviour of his son. Umar ordered him to bring the son to him and 
asked him why his father was angry with him. The son replied: “Before 
you judge me and teach my duty to my father tell me what my fathers 

duty is to me!” Umar said, “Your father’s duty is to choose a good mother 
for you, to give you a good name and to teach you Islam.” The son said: 
“My father chose a prostitute as my mother. He named me Julan (a kind 

of beetle) and he never taught me Islam.” Umar turned to the father and 
said, “You made trouble for your son before he made trouble for you. 

You are the one who is responsible!”

Aflqa (Sacrifice) — When a child is born the parents should sacrifice 
two sheep if it is a boy and one sheep if it is a girl according to the 
Shafi’i school, and equally one sheep for each according to the Maliki 
school.

Samura ibn Junub related that the Messenger of Allah $$ said: “On 

its seventh day the baby should be given a name and have an animal 

slaughtered in its honour, and have its hair cut.” (At-Tirmidhi and al- 

Hakim)

We must make the adban (Call to prayer) in the baby’s ear, according to 
the Shafi’i school but not according to the Maliki.

We must treat boys and girls equally.

If we really want to protect our children we must have taqwa, because 

Allah says:

People should show concern in the same way that they would for small 

children, if they were to die leaving them behind. (4:9)

As for the wall, it belonged to two orphan boys in the town. Their father 

was a right-acting man and your Lord wanted them to come of age and 

then to unearth the treasure as a mercy from Him. (18:82)
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It was because the orphaned boys’ father was a right-acting man, that 

Allah protected his sons’ treasure.

Living in a Non-Muslim country

The scholars of Islam have written many books about how to bring 
up children according to Islam. This responsibility is even heavier on 
Muslims who live in countries surrounded by non-believers. In a Muslim 
country, children can learn about Islam from many sources. Even if the 
parents do not educate them well, they can still get a good example from 
the school, their friends, the mosque, and other family members. However, 
in a non-Muslim country, they have only one source to learn their Islam 
and that is their parents and their parents’ community. So every Muslim 
living in a non-Muslim country has a heavy responsibility; first, to be a 

genuine Muslim and demonstrate to others the beauty of Islam; second, 
to bring up his children according to the Shari’ah. Therefore, the parents 

must have a good intention and do their best to set a good example and 
if they need assistance, they should go to the Islamic centres and the 

mosques. Otherwise they will be judged in front of Allah, exalted is He, 

if their children lose their Islam.

We must remember that good children are one of the greatest treasures 

parents can have in this world and the Hereafter.

Abu Hurayra narrated that the Messenger of Allah said: "When 

the son of Adam dies all his actions cease except for three things: 

sadaqat al~jariyah — a charity which continues to give benefit, usefill 

knowledge which he has passed on, and a good son who prays for 

him.” (Muslim)

So if we wish to be amongst the slaves of the All-Merciful, we must 

take good care of our children and do our very best to bring them up 

as Muslims.

15. The People of Iqwi

And make us foremost among those who have taqwa ... (25:14)

(Taqwa is acute awareness that Allah knows every action we make and 

fear of displeasing Him.)

W
hen the slaves of the All-Merciful make this prayer, they are hopeful 

that their right action, uprightness and obedience to Allah, exalted 

is He, will cause their wives and children to follow their example.

And we will unite those who had iman with their offspring, who followed 

them in mutn, and We shall not decrease the reward of their own actions 

in any way. (52:21)

They have fulfilled their potential as human beings; they have achieved 

the station of the salihun (right acting), and because of this Allah will 

protect their children during their lives and after their deaths.

Look how Allah used one of His prophets and messengers, Musa >&&& 

and one of His Awliya (friends) Khidr to rebuild the wall in that 

inhospitable town. When Musa objected, saying:

“If you had wanted, you could have asked for a wage for doing that!” 

(18:77)

Khidr explained that Allah had given him knowledge of the Unseen, 

and said:

“As for the wall, it belonged to two orphan boys in the town; and under 

it was a treasure belonging to them. Their father was one of the salihwn
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and your Lord wanted them to come of age and unearth the treasure as 

a mercy from Him.” (18:82)

Ibn Abbas 0 said that the right-acting forefather on whose behalf Allah, 
exalted is He, had been merciful to the two orphan boys had lived seven 

generations previously! Allah advises those who fear for their families’ 
well-being after their death to be among the right-acting.

People should show concern in the same way that they would fear for 

small children if they were to die leaving them behind. They should have 

taqwa and say words that are appropriate. (4:9)

To ‘say words that are appropriate’ means to declare sincerely that there 

is nothing worthy of worship except Allah alone, without partners and 

that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger, which implies following 

the Way of Islam completely.

Make us foremost among those who have taqwa ... (25:74)

The slaves of the All-Merciful ask Allah, exalted is He, to make them 

leaders who will act as living examples and guides to the people who 

seek taqwa, because if Allah, exalted is He, gives a person right guidance 

and the people follow his example, Allah will give that person a great 

reward.

Abu Hurayra relates that the Prophet said: “As for someone who 

leads the people to right-action, Allah will give him a reward equal to the 

rewards of all the people whom he guided until the Last Day without 

decreasing their rewards in any way. And as for someone who leads the 

people astray, Allah will heap upon him the wrong actions of all the 

people whom he misguided until the Last Day, without decreasing their 

punishment in any way." (Muslim)

The slaves of the All-Merciful ask Allah for taqwa and advise others to seek it 

because they know that is the best provision for this world and the Next.

Take provision: but the best provision is taqwa of Allah. So have taqwa of 

me, people of intelligence! (2:197)

One day, Ali ibn abi Talib was passing by a graveyard and he greeted 

its inhabitants: “Peace be upon you, O inhabitants of the graves! What 

is your condition now? ... I will tell you about your condition in this 

world. Your wealth has already been divided, your homes already have 

new occupants, and your wives have already remarried.” Then he wept 

and said: “By Allah! If they could answer me they would reply that the 
best of provisions is tiqwa!”

After a man dies nothing can help him but his ta^wa and good deeds.

Anas related that the Messenger of Allah said: “Three things 

accompany the dead person to his grave: his family, his wealth and his 

deeds.Two of them will return. Only one thing will stay; it is his deeds.” 

(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

The Value of Iaqwa

To understand the value of taqwa we should remember that it is the reward, 

which Allah promises fasting, the fourth pillar of Islam.

You who have iman! Fasting is prescribed for you, as it was prescribed for 

those before you - so that hopefully you will have taqwa. (2:183)

Our masters in the struggle against the wayward self recommend fastin

for this reason.

The Meaning of

Taqwa comes from the Arabic word wiqaya, which means protection, and in 

the Way of Islam, taqwa means to make a wall between you and the haram.

This is why Abu Dharr related that the Messenger of Allah said: 

“Have taqwa of Allah wherever you are, follow a wrong action by a good 

action to erase it, and act with good character towards people.” (At- 

Tirmidhi, Suh’A)

The Messenger of Allah always reminded his Companions to have 

taqwa, and to remember that Allah is always watching over them. He 

would even remind children.
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Abdullah ibn Abbas related: “One day the Prophet $$ was riding on a 

camel and I was sitting behind him and he said to me: ‘Boy! I will teach 
you something: Remember that Allah is always watching you and you 
will have taqwa, and if you do this all the time and keep yourself away 
from what He has forbidden. He will protect you and He will be with 
you always. If you ask, ask only of Him. If you need help, ask help only 

of Him. Know that if all the people in the world gathered to help you 
they could not help you unless Allah wills; and if all the people in the 

world were gathered to harm you they could not harm you unless Allah 

wills.’” (At-Tirmidhi, sahih)

Sayyiduna Ali gave us a complete example of taqwa when he said: " Taqwa 

is to fear al-Jalil (the Majestic), to obey the laws of Islam, to be content 

with a little, and to prepare yourself for the day when you will have to 

leave this world and go to the Next.”

Umar ibn al-Khattab & asked Hudhayfa to teach him about taqwa, and 

he replied: “Leader of the Faithful, what will you do if the path ahead of 

you is muddy and overgrown with thorns?” Umar replied: “I will gather 

up my robe and be careful where I step.” Al-Hudayfa said: “That is taqwa! 

To gather up your robe is to perform good deeds and to be careful where 

you step is to avoid bad deeds.”

Allah recommended taqwa to all the former and later nations.

We have instructed those given the Book before you and yourselves, to 

have taqwa of Allah. (4:131)

Surat ash-Shu ara, we find the examples of Nuh, Hud, Salih, Lut and 

Shu ayb, peace be upon them all, who all advised their people: “Will you 

not have tajwa of Allah and obey Him?” (26:106 and subsequent ay at). 
The prophets and those who followed them and all the salibun until the 
Last Day struggle with themselves to keep to the way of to^wa because 
they know that it is the best way to draw near to Allah, exalted is He.

The Fruits of Taqwa

Allah has mentioned many of the characteristics of the people of taqwa 
in the Noble Qur’an.

That is the book without any doubt. It contains guidance for those who 

have those who believe in the Unseen and establish salat and give 

of what We have provided for them; who believe in what has been sent 

down to you and what was sent down before you, and are certain about 

the Hereafter. They are the ones who are guided by their Lord. They are 

the ones who have success. (2:2-4)

Those with true devoutness are those who believe in Allah and the Last 
Day, the Angels, the Book and the Prophets, and who, despite their love 

for it, give away their wealth to their relatives and to orphans and the 

very poor, and to travellers and to beggars and to set slaves free, and who 

establish saAtf and pay zakat; those who honour their contracts when they 

make them, and who are steadfast in poverty and illness and in battle. 

Those are the people who are true. They are the people who have ta^wa. 

(2:177)

Mankind! Have taqwa of your Lord who created you from a single self and 

created its mate from it and then disseminated many men and women from 

the two of them. Have taqwa of Allah in whose name you make demands 

on one another and also in respect of your families. Allah watches over 

you continually. (4:1)

O you who have iman! Have taqwa of Allah and always speak truly. 

(33:70)

Every one of the prophets and messengers called the people to taqwa. In

A Garden as wide as the heavens and the earth, prepared for the people 

who have taqwa: those who give in times of both ease and hardship,

those who control their rage and pardon other people — Allah loves the 

good doers - those who, when they act indecently or wrong themselves, 

remember Allah and ask forgiveness for their bad actions (And who can 

forgive bad actions except Allah?) and do not knowingly persist in what

they were doing. (3:134-5)

Here are some of the fruits of taqwa:
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• Allah will be with them.

Fear Allah and know that Allah is with the people of taqwa. (2:194)

• Allah loves them.

Allah loves the people who have taqwa. (3:76)

• Allah only accepts their actions.

Allah accepts only from those who have taqwa. (5:27)

• Allah gives them discrimination.

You who have iman! Have taqwa of Allah and believe in His Messenger. 

He will give you a double portion of His mercy and grant you a light by 

which to walk and forgive you. (57:28)

You who believe! If you have taqwa, He will give you discrimination and 

erase your bad actions for you and forgive you. And Allah’s favour is 

immense. (8:29)

Allah will ive them baraka (blessings)

If only the people of the cities had believed and had taqwa, We would have 

opened up to them blessings from the Heaven and the Earth. (7:96)

Taqwa is one of the signs of the awliya (friends of Allah).

Yes, the friends of Allah will feel no fear and know no sorrow: those 

who believe and show taqwa there is good news for them in this world 

and the Next. (10:62-63)

Allah will open all His treasures to someone who has taqwa.

And whoever has taqwa of Allah and keeps his duty to Him. He will make 

a way for him to get out of every difficulty. And He will provide for him 

from where he does not expect.... Whoever puts his trust in Allah — He 

will be enough for him. ... Whoever has taqwa of Allah — He will erase 

his bad actions from him and greatly increase his reward. (65:2-5) 

Allah has promised them the Garden.

That is the Garden which We will bequeath to those of our slaves who

have t<qwo.(I9:63)

• The people of taqwa have been promised the shade of Allah’s Throne 
on the day when there is no shade (the Last Day)*

• They will be saved in the Next world.

There is not one of you who will not pass over it (Hell). That is the final 

decision of your Lord. Then We will rescue those who had taqwa and We 
will leave the wrongdoers in it on their knees. (19:71-72)

• They will be delivered to a place of safety.

Allah will give security to those who had taqwa in their victorious Safe 
Haven. No evil will touch them and they will know no sorrow. (39:61)

The Signs of Ziquu

To struggle to attain taqwa does not mean to kill one’s human nature, 

which is why Allah does not accept monasticism in Islam:

But monasticism they invented for themselves; We did not prescribe it 

for them. (57:27)

We are human beings and within each of us is a struggle between right and 

wrong. It is by taqwa that we can overcome the wrong, and if sometimes 

because of the frailty of human nature we do something wrong, it is by 

our taqwa that we immediately turn back to Allah.

As for those who have taqwa, when they are bothered by visitors from 

Shaytan, they remember immediately and see clearly. (7:201)

The believers are those whose iman is increased when Allah is mentioned, when

His signs are recited to them, and who put their trust in their Lord. (8:2)

Those who, when they act indecently or wrong themselves, remember 

Allah and ask forgiveness for their bad actions — and who can forgive 

bad actions except Allah? — and do not knowingly persist in what they 

were doing. (3:135)
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Those who are filled with the fear of their Lord, who have iman in the 
signs of their Lord, and who do not associate anything with their Lord, 

those who give what they have/given their hearts fearfiiLof their return 

to their Lord, such people are truly racing towards good things, and they 

are the first to reach them. (23:57-61)

Salvation

Taqwa is the salvation of man in this world and the Hereafter. Look at what 

happened to the Master of the people of taqwa, Sayyidtma Muhammad £ 

during his emigration to Madina accompanied by Abu Bakr As they 

hid in the Cave of Thawr, while the musbriJtun-were searching for them 

outside, Abu Bakr was afraid that they would capture the Prophet and he. 

said: “If one of them looks at his feet he will see us!” The Messenger of 

Allah replied: “When two people are together Allah is the third.”

Look what happened to the prophet Yunus

Yunus too was one of the Messengers. When he ran away to the fully 

laden ship and cast lots and lost. Then the fish devoured him and he 

was to blame. Had it not been that he was a man who glorified Allah, he 

would have remained inside its belly until the Day they are raised again. 

(37:139-144)

Abdullah ibn Umar ibn al-Khattab related that the Prophet told

the Companions a story about the taqwa of the people of earlier times. 

Three men were travelling in the desert and they wanted to stop to rest. 

The sun was hot and they sought shelter in a cave. While they were in 

the cave the earth shook and a large stone rolled across the entrance to 

the cave. It was too heavy for them to move and they were faced with the 

prospect of dying inside the cave. Then one of them said: "If we want

good action by which they had remembered Allah. 

from my sheep. One day I returned late and they were both sleeping. 

Although my children were hungry and crying I stood by my parent’s 

bedside carefully holding the milk until they woke up and I could feed 

them with it So Allah, if You accept this action from me, please remove 
the stone from the entrance to the cave.” The stone moved a little.

The second one said: “O Allah, the daughter of my cousin was very 
beautiful and 1 desired her too much. I asked her to have sex with me 

she was in trouble and she came to me asking

for money and I asked her to give me her body in return. When we were 

alone together and I was about to enter her she said: ‘Fear Allah1.’ I gave 

her the money and let her go. So Allah, if you accept this action from 

me, please remove the stone from the entrance to the cave.” The stone 

moved some more.

but she refused. One day

The third one said: “I was a businessman and one of my workers left 

my employment without taking his salary. I kept his money for him and 

traded with it He did not return for a long time and his money grew 

more and more. After many years, the worker finally returned and asked 

for his money. 1 showed him a wide piece of land full of cattle, workers 

and buildings and said, ‘Everything in this whole area is your salary.’The 

worker said: ‘Do not make fun of me, all I am asking for is my salary. It 

was only a small amount’ I told him: ‘I used your money to do business 

and oyer the years it has grown into everything that you see before you, 

so now you can take it.’ 0 Allah, if you accept this action from me, please 

remove the stone from the entrance to the cave.” Allah ordered the stone 

to move away from the entrance to the cave and the men left in safety. 

(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

These men were delivered from danger because of their tatjwa.

Many people misunderstand one very important point about seeking 

taqwa. That is that we have to remember our duties to ourselves and to 

others.

The first one said: “I was a shepherd and my parents were very old and 

weak. The only thing they could eat was the milk I used to bring them
Imam Ibn Rajab A> says: “It mostly comes to someone who does his 

duty to Allah with loving obedience. Most people if they try to do this
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neglect their duties to others or only fulfill them partially. These people 

do not leave time or energy for their duties to their families and the 
community. To be able to give what is due to Allah, and what is due to 
people is something which can only be achieved 
they are the true people of taqwa”

by a few special people;

There are people who devote themselves to their duties to Allah, seeking 
taqwa while they neglect those around them. They have completely 
misunderstood the meaning of taqwa, because the purpose of gaming 
taqwa is to regulate our lives. As we increase in taqwa, so the results must 
appear in our daily activities, because for the people of taqwa every action 
in Islam is an act of worship, whether they are with their families or their 
companions or out doing business in the world.

to Allah, exalted is He, and his duties to the people. He said:

“Have taqwa wherever you are, follow a wrong by a right to erase it and
be of good character among the people.” (At-Tirmidhi, sahih')

The high status of the people of taqwa is mentioned in many verses of 
the Noble Qur’an, one of which will suffice for all.

For those who have there is Triumph (the Garden). (78:31)

So if we want to be one of the slaves of the All-Merciful, we must increase 
in taqwa, may Allah gather you and us with them. Ameen.

K4y salat, my sacrifice, my living, and my dying are for Allah, the Lord of 

the Worlds. (6:162)

act according to what is in their hearts and 
remember their duties to others.
The real people of taqwa

... those who give in times of both ease 
their rage and pardon other people 
(3:134)

and hardship, those who control

— Allah loves the good doers.

To obey Allah's commands without hesitation is the proof of having 
taqwa.

in a bad condition because he fasted every day every night.

Wahb ibn Abdullah i& related that the Prophet made a bond of 
brotherhood between Salman al-Farsi, and Abu'd-Darda i&. One day 
Salman visited Abu'd-Darda and his wife informed him that he was 

and prayed
Salman advised him: "Abu'd-Darda! You have a duty to Allah and you 
have a duty to yourself and to your family. Give each what is their right." 
Later Abu'd-Darda mentioned this to the Prophet and he said, “Salman 
is right." (Al-Bukhari)

This is why the Messenger of Allah & advised Abu Dharr & in the 
hadith we mentioned previously, to strike a balance between his duties
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neglect their duties to others or only fulfill them partially. These people 
do not leave time or energy for their duties to their families and the 
community. To be able to give what is due to Allah, and what is due to 
people is something which can only be achieved by a few special people; 
they are the true people of taqwa.”

There are people who devote themselves to their duties to Allah, seeking 
taqwa while they neglect those around them. They have completely 
misunderstood the meaning of taqwa, because the purpose of gaining 
taqwa is to regulate our lives. As we increase in taqwa, so the results must 
appear in our daily activities, because for the people of taqwa every action 
in Islam is an act of worship, whether they are with their families or their 
companions or out doing business in the world.

to Allah, exalted is He, and his duties to the people. He said:

"Have taqwa wherever you are, follow a wrong by a right to erase it and 

be of good character among the people.” (At-Tirmidhi, sahib)

The high status of the people of taqwa is mentioned in many verses of 
the Noble Qur’an, one of which will suffice for all.

For those who have taqwa there is Triumph (the Garden). (78:31)

So if we want to be one of the slaves of the All-Merciful, we must increase 
in toijwa, may Allah gather you and us with them. Ameen.

My salat, my sacrifice, my living, and my dying are for Allah, the Lord of 
the Worlds. (6:162)

The real people of taqwa act according to what is in their hearts and 
remember their duties to others.

... those who give in times of both ease and hardship, those who control 
their rage and pardon other people — Allah loves the good doers. 

(3:134)

in a bad condition because he fasted every day and prayed

To obey Allah’s commands without hesitation is the proof of having 
taqwa.

Wahb ibn Abdullah related that the Prophet made a bond of 
brotherhood between Salman al-Farsi, and Abu'd-Darda i&. One day 
Salman visited Abu'd-Darda and his wife informed him that he was

every
Salman advised him: "Abu'd-Darda! You have a duty to Allah and you 
have a duty to yourself and to your family. Give each what is their right." 
Later Abu'd-Darda mentioned this to the Prophet and he said, “Salman 
is right." (Al-Bukhari)

This is why the Messenger of Allah #5 advised Abu Dharr 4k in the 
hadith we mentioned previously, to strike a balance between his duties
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against the materialistic impulses of the lower self. They-have mastered 

this world and connected their Selves to the spiritual realm. Their feet 
are walking onthe earth but their hearts are in heaven. Allah has raised 
diem as a living example for all human beings to aspire to. These are the 
slaves of the All-Merciful.

16. The People of the Garden

... such people will be repaid for their steadfastness with the Highest Paradise, 

where they will meet with welcome and with ‘Peace’. They will remain in it 

timelessly,for ever. What an excellent lodging and abode! (25:75-76)

T
he people who struggle to purify their selves and draw near to Allah, 

exalted is He, will be rewarded in this world and in the Hereafter.

By the soul and He Who fashioned it, and taught what is right and what 

is wrong. Verily he succeeds who purifies it, and he fails who corrupts 

it. (91:7-10)

The people who struggle to purify their souls are most precious to Allah, 

exalted is He, because their hearts are truly alive.

Muhammad the Seal of the Prophets

Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but he is the Messenger 

of Allah and the last of-the Prophets. (33:40)

He .said that he was .only sent to perfect good character, and although 

he has passed away, and we can no longer learn directly from him in this 
world, he has left us everything we need to purify our selves. He has left 
amongst us thrpeople who have followed his teaching and purified their 
own selves, the living proof of the authenticity of the Message of Islam, 

the slaves of the All-Merciful whose purpose is to live among us as our 

teachers and our examples until the Last Day. They live amongst us, yet 

few people know who they are; they can be found in every time, even 

if they are few, and without thgm there is no value and no meaning to 

human ltfe, because they are die reason why Allah, exalted is He, created 

man, to worship Him.

Have they not travelled through the land, and do they not have hearts to 

understand with and ears to hear with? Verily it is not the eyes that grow 

blind but the hearts in the breasts that grow blind. (22:46)

►a

When the people who struggle to purify their selves see those who are 

ahead of them on the path of nearness to Allah, exalted is He, they do 

their best to imitate them in their good character and their worship in 

order to reach to their level. When they see people who are in a worse 

state than themselves, they realise the gifts which they have been given 

and give thanks to Allah, exalted is He, for His mercy to them.

Allah, exalted is He, has presented these purified selves as a great example 

to us. They are neither prophets nor messengers but He has honoured 

them because they have won a great battle, die jihad an-nafs- the struggle

Such people will be repaid for their steadfastness with the Highest Paradise, 

where they will meet with welcome and with ‘Peace’.They will remain in 

it timelessly, for ever. What an excellent lodging and abode! (25:75)

After Allah, exalted is He, describes the characteristics of the slaves of 

the All-Merciful in the previous verses, He tells us of the great reward 

He has prepared for them - the Highest Place in the Garden. In the last 

part of the previous verse, the slaves of the All-Merciful pray to Allah 

to make them foremost among the people of taqwa, and it is for their 

taqwa that Allah has given them this great reward.

And those who have of their Lord will be driven to the Garden 

in companies, and when they arrive there, finding its gates open, its 

custodians will say to them, “Peace be upon you! You have done well so 
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enter it tunelessly for ever.” They will say: “Praise be to Allah Who has 

fulfilled His promise to us and made us the inheritors of this land, letting 

us settle in the Garden wherever we want. How excellent is the wage of 

those who work!” (39:73)

Race each other to forgiveness from your Lord, and Gardens with rivers 

flowing under them, remaining in them timelessly for ever. How excellent 

is the reward of those who act! (3:133)

The Garden is mentioned in numerous verses in several chapters of the 
Noble Qur’an, and the Messenger of Allah $5 has said much about it, 

but what Allah has prepared for the saltbun is more than our minds could 

possibly imagine.

Abu Hurayra related that Allah, exalted is He, said on the tongue of 

the Prophet (baditb qudsi)*. “I have prepared for My right-acting slaves 

what eyes have never seen, ears have never heard and hearts cannot imagine. 
Recite this verse if you wish ‘No self knows the delight that is hidden away 

for it in recompense for what it used to do.’ (32:17).” (Al-Bukhari)

The Names of the Garden

Jannat Adri, the Everlasting Gardens of Eden

Gardens of Eden which the All-Merciful has promised to His slaves 

in die Unseen. His promise is always kept. They will not hear any idle 
talk there - nothing but: “Peace.” They will receive their provision there, 

morning and night. (19:61)

‘Everlasting Gardens’ indicates that the slaves of the All-Merciful will 

stay in the gardens for ever.

Ibn Umar related that the Messenger of Allah S said: “On the Day 
of Judgment Allah will bring death in the form of a ram and it will be 
slaughtered and there will be no more death. Then Allah will say: “O 
people of the Garden, dwell in the Garden without death forever! O 
people of the Fire, dwell in the Fire without death for ever!” (Al-Bukhari 

and Muslim)

Jannat an-Na’eem, Gardens of Delight

For those who have iman and do right actions there are gardens of delight, 

to remain in them timelessly, forever. (31:8)

There will be no sadness, suffering or worry there, only delight.

Bar us-Salam, The House of Peace

They will have the Abode of Peace with their Lord. He is their protector 

because of what they have done. (6:127)

Whoever enters this place will be in peace.

Anas ibn Malik related that the Messenger of Allah said: “On the Day 

of Judgment Allah, exalted is He, will bring a man who, although he was in 

the greatest trouble and experienced the most suffering in this life, is one of 

the people of the Garden, and Allah will order him to be dipped into the 

Garden once, and then He will ask him: “O Son of Adam, did you ever face 

any suffering or any afflictions in your life?”The man will say: “No, I swear 

by Your name I have never faced any problems or difficulties!” (Muslim)

This is the House of Peace, in it all previous troubles will be 

forgotten.•a

Why did Allah Create the Garden?

To Complete His Justice

Allah is the Just, and so the wrongdoer cannot have the same end as the 

good-doer.

All those who submit themselves completely to Allah and are Muhsin 

(good-doers) will find their reward with their Lord. They will feel no 

fear and will know no sorrow. (23:112)

If there were no Garden then right and wrong, believer and non-believer, 

oppressor and the one whom he oppressed, would all be equal.

WouldWe make the Muslims the same as the evildoers? What is the matter 

with you? On what basis do you pass judgement? (68:35-36)
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Would We make those who have iman and do right actions the same as 
those who cause corruption on the earth? Would We make those who 
have taqwa the same as those who are wicked? (38:28)

We frequently encounter injustice in this world, and everything does 

not always come right in the end. This world sometimes rewards the 
unbeliever and raises him over the believer and exalts the oppressor 

over those whom he has oppressed. However the Justice of the Day of 
Judgment is perfect and complete.

We will set up the Just Balance on the Day of Rising and no self will 

be wronged in any way. Even if it is no more than the weight of a grain 
of mustard-seed, We will produce it. We are sufficient as a Reckoner. 

(21:47)

To Increase Our Desire to Please Him

By creating the Garden, Allah, exalted is He, encourages His slaves to 

strive to do good deeds and try to draw nearer to Him.

Let people with aspiration aspire to that! (83:26)

So when a believer faces any difficulty or problem in this life he can 

accept it with patience because he knows that it is from Allah, exalted is 

He, and he will be rewarded according to his steadfastness.

Suhaib ibn Sinan related that the Messenger of Allah said: “I marvel at 

the condition of the believer. He will find benefit, whatever circumstances he 

is in. If he receives a gift he will give thanks to Allah. If Allah tests him, he 

will be steadfast. Whatever happens will turn out well for him. (Muslim)

When the believer is tested with a big trial it will not seem big to him, 

and he will see it as an opportunity to gain a reward from his Lord. 

Look at the suffering of the prophet Ayyub M. In spite of seven years 

of hardship he did not reproach his Lord but said: “Shaytan has afflicted 

me with exhaustion and suffering,” (38:41) and he was steadfast.

We found him steadfast. What an excellent slave! He truly turned to his 

Lord. (38:44) . ,;

Abu Sa id al-Khudri said that whatever difficulty tries the Muslim, 

whether it is physical hardship, sickness, sadness or adversity, even the 
prick of a thorn, Allah, exalted is He, will reduce his wrong actions and 
so he will benefit by it.

Anas related, “When the Prophet $$ was suffering the agonies of death, 
Fatimah A* was filled with pity and said: ‘My poor father, look how my 
dear father is suffering!’The Prophet calmed her saying: ‘Your father will 

not suffer after this day.’” (Al-Bukhari)

When the agony of death came to Bilal his wife cried and said: “What 

a sad day!” So he said to her, “Don’t say that! Say, ‘What a happy day!’ 

Tomorrow 1 will meet my beloved Messenger and his Companions.” 

(Ibn Majah)

The Attributes of the People of the Garden

Their Ages

They will be of equal age.

It is reported that the Messenger of Allah S said: “The People of the 

Garden will be thirty-three years old, and they will have the same stature 

as their fore-father Adam.” (Abu Dawud)

This is the best age because at this age the body has developed its full 

potential and is best able to enjoy the pleasures that Allah has prepared 

for it

Heir Rod

Jabir related that the Messenger of Allah tfe said: “The people of the 

Garden will eat and drink as much as they wish without ever needing to 

relieve themselves. Instead, they will perspire and it will smell sweet like 

musk.” (Muslim)

Their Admission to the Garden

And those who have to^va of their Lord will be 

in companies, and when they arrive there, findi 
driven to the Garden

ng its ates open,
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The companies will be composed according to the 
they excelled. The people of prayer will be together

worship in which
pie of

custodians will say to them, “Peace be upon you! You have done well so 
enter it timelessly for ever.” (39:73)

and the peo
fasting will be together and so on.

Abu Hurayra related that the Messenger of Allah said: “The first 

group to enter the Garden will be shining like the full moon on the 
fourteenth night. They will neither spit, nor blow their noses nor answer 
the call of nature. Their utensils will be of gold and their combs of gold 
and silver, in their censors will be aloes wood, and their perspiration will 
smell like musk. Every one of them will have two wives, the marrow of 
the bones of their legs will be seen through their flesh from their excessive 

There will never be disagreement or hatred amongst them; their

hearts will be as one heart, and they will glorify Allah in the morning 

and the afternoon.” (Al-Bukhari)

The second group will be shining like the brightest star in the night sky. 

(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

The First to Enter the Garden

The first to enter will be Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah

It is reported that he said: “I will come to the Garden and I will knock 

at the gate and the angel who guards it will ask: “Who are you?” I will 

say: “I am Muhammad.” He will say: “I have been ordered not to open 

the door to anyone before you.” (Muslim)

The Attributes of the Garden

It has eight doors.

It is reported that the Messenger of Allah said: “Whoever performs 

perfect wudu and testifies sincerely that there is no god but Allah, and that 

Muhammad is His slave and Messenger, will have all the eight doors of 

the Garden opened for him. Someone who is from the people of prayer 

will be invited to enter by the gate of prayer. Someone who is from the 

people of jihad will be invited to enter by the gate of jihad. Someone who 

is from the people of sadaqa will be invited to enter by the gate of sadaqa 

and someone who is from the people of fasting will be invited to enter 

by die gate of ar-Rayhan.” Abu Bakr asked: “Messenger of Allah, will 
anyone be invited to enter by all the gates?”The Prophet replied, “I hope 
that you will be one of them!” (Sabih)

Ih Laid of the Garden

It is reported that the Messenger of Allah 3$ said: “The dust of the Garden 
is saffron and the pebbles are pearls and rubies. Whoever enters will taste 
delight without any sorrow and he will live there forever without death 
and his dothes will never wear out.” (Ahmad and ad-Darimi)

Ik Lowest Level of the Garden

Abu Hurayra reported that the Messenger of Allah said: “The very 

last man will come to the gate of the Garden and it will be said to him: 

"Enter!” He will say. “O my Lord! How can I enter, it looks as if the 

Garden is full?” Allah will say to him: “Would you be satisfied if you 

were given a kingdom like one of the kingdoms of the material world?” 

He will say: “Yes, I would be satisfied.” Then Allah will say: “I will give 

you a kingdom like this, and another, and another, and another.” The man 

will cry out: “That is enough for me!” But Allah will continue to give 

him another until the man has ten kingdoms the same as the kingdoms 

of this material world.” (Muslim)

The Rivers of the Garden

An image of the Garden which has been promised to those who have 

toijwa; in it there are rivers of water which will always be fresh and rivers 

of milk whose taste will never change and rivers of wine, delightful to all 

who drink it, and rivers of honey of undiluted purity. (47:15)

The wine of the Garden is not like the wine of the material world, which 

douds the mind and causes sleepiness. It will bring clarity and ecstasy 

and leave no trace of dizziness.

It has no headache in it and it does not leave them stupefied. (37:47)
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The greatest river in it is Kawthar.

Anas related that when the Messenger of Allah $ was made to ascend 

to the heavens, he said when he returned: “I came upon a river in Paradise 

the banks of which were made of pearls. I asked Jibril, peace be upon him: 

“What is this river?” He replied: “This is Kawthar” (Al-Bukhari)

The Companions asked the Prophet £ to describe Kawthar and he said: 

“Allah has given this river to me. Its banks are made of gold set with pearls 

and rubies, and there are cups equal to the number of the stars in the night 

sky. My nation will come to it on the Day of Rising. Its colour is whiter 

than milk and its taste is more delicious than honey. Whoever drinks just 

one sip will never ever feel thirsty again.” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

The Women of the Garden

There will be dark-eyed maidens with them, with eyes reserved for them 

alone, just like closely guarded pearls. (37:48)

... and We will marry them to dark-eyed maidens. (52:20)

The Women Who Enter the Garden

Allah will raise the level of the earthly women who enter the Garden 

over the dark-eyed maidens.

... devoted, passionate, of like age. (56:37)

Umm Salama asked the Messenger of Allah “Are the women of 

this world better in the Garden than the dark-eyed maidens?” “Yes,” he 

replied. “Why is that?” she asked. “Because of their prayers and their 

fasting and all their worshipping, Allah will make their faces pure light, 

and clothe their bodies in silk of a greenish hue. Their combs will be 

gold,” he replied. Then she asked: “Some women have been married 

to two or more husbands in this world. Who will they be with in the 

Garden?” He replied: “Umm Salama/They will be able to choose the one 

with the best character and say: ‘O Allah! Marry me to this one.’ Umm 

Salama, good character is the best thing in this world and the Hereafter!” 

(At-Tirmidhi)

The Greatest Gift of the Garden

This is to gaze upon the Face of Allah, exalted is He.

Faces will be radiant Gazing at their Lord. (75:22-23)

For those who do good will be the best and more! (10:26)

'Best and more’ in this verse refers to the gift of gazing on the face of 

Allah, exalted is He. Imam Malik refers to this as better than the Garden 

and everything in it

Abu Sa id al-Khudri related that the Messenger of Allah said: “Allah 
will say to the people of the Garden: ‘People of the Garden!’ They will 
answer:‘At your service, our Lord!’ Allah will ask them: ‘Are you pleased?’

us what You have not given to any other of Your creation.’ Allah will say 
to them: ‘I will give you something better than that.* They will ask, ‘Our 
Lord! What is better than this?’ Allah will say, ‘I will bestow upon you 

my good pleasure so that you will never feel My anger.’ And the Great 
Veil will be removed so that they can gaze at Him.” Then the Messenger 

said, “I swear by Allah that there is nothing they could possibly love more 

than this!” and he recited: “For those who do good will be the best and 

more! (10:26)” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Abdullah ibn Umar related that the Messenger of Allah said: “ Some 

of the people of the Garden will see the Face of Allah twice a day, and 

he recited: ‘Some faces that day shall be shining and radiant, looking at 

their Lord.’” (75:22-23). (At-Tirmidhi)

The Garden Described in the Noble Qur’an

Those who have taqwa will be amid gardens and springs: “Enter them in 

peace, in complete security!” We will strip away any rancour in their hearts 

-brothers, resting on couches face-to-face.They will not be affected by 

any tiredness there and they will never be made to leave. (15:45-48)

As for those who believed in Our Signs and became Muslims: “Enter the 

Garden, you and your wives, delighting in your joy.” Platters and cups of 
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gold will be passed around among them and they will have all that their 
hearts desire and their eyes find delight in. You will remain in it timelessly, 
for ever. That is the Garden you will inherit for what you did. There will 
be many fruits in it for you to eat. (43:68-73)

The people who have taqwa will be in a safe place amid gardens and 
fountains wearing silk and fine brocade, face to face with one another. 
So it will be. We will marry them to dark-eyed maidens. They will call 
there for fruit of every kind, in complete security. They will not taste

punishment of the Blazing Fire. A favour from your Lord. That is the 

Great Victory. (44:51-57)

The truly good will be in perfect bliss on couches gazing in wonder. 

You will recognise in their faces the radiance of delight. They are given 

the choicest sealed wine to drink, whose seal is musk — let people with 

aspiration aspire to that — mixed with Tasnim: a fountain at which Those 

Brought Near will drink. (83:22-28)

How to Enter the Garden

Abu Hurayra related that the Messenger of Allah ft said: “You must 

know that no one can enter the Garden except by the mercy of Allah.” 

The Companions asked: “Not even you, Messenger of Allah?” He replied: 

“Not even me, unless Allah covers me with His mercy.” (Al-Bukhari)

Some people think that this hadith means that even though they do 

many bad things in this world, Allah will be merciful to them and admit 

them to the Garden. Of course this is wrong because Allah has said: 

How can I give My mercy to the one who refuses to obey Me?” If we 

study good people like the Companions, their immediate followers, and 

all the people who followed in their path, we will see that all of them 

did their best at all times to follow the commands of Allah, hoping to 

receive His mercy on the Day of Rising. Allah mentions them in the 

Noble Qur'an.

The people of taqwa will be among gardens and fountains, receiving 

what their Lord has given them. Certainly before they were good-doers. 

The part of the night they spent asleep was small and they would seek 

forgiveness before dawn. (51:15-17)

They will say. “Beforehand we used to live in fear among our families.” 
(52:26)

Shadad ibn Aws £> related that the Messenger of Allah ft said that Allah 
said: "1 will not gather two kinds of fear and two kinds of safety. If a 

man feels safe from Me in the material world I will make him fear Me on 

the Day of Rising. If a man fears Me in the material world I will make 
him safe on the Day of Rising.” (Abu Nu’aym in Al-Hilya)

To enter the Garden we must be on the way of the Messenger of Allah 
ft the Companions, the Followers and all those who came after them. We 
must have ta^wa and make efforts to obey the commands of Allah, exalted 
is He, and to avoid everything which He has forbidden us to do.

Abu Firas Rabi’a ibn Ka’b al-Aslami, the servant of the Prophet ft said: I 
always brought the Prophet water to perform wudu. One day he told me: 
“Ask me for anything.” I said “I want to be with you in Garden.” So the 

Prophet said “Help me by increasing your prostrations.” (Muslim)

Abdullah ibn Umar related that the Messenger of Allah said: “There 

are rooms in the Garden whose walls are dear so that you can see into 
them from the outside and you. can see outside from within them.” Abu 

Musa al-Ash’ari asked: “Messenger of Allah, who are they for?” He 

replied: “They are for peacemakers and the ones who pray at night while 

others are sleeping.” (Ahmad)

If you desire to enter the Garden you must know that you are like a 

traveller in this world and you must make good use of the gifts which 

Allah, exalted is He, has given you. Abdullah ibn Abbas related that 

the Prophet ft said: “Two blessings which many people fail to use to do 

good are health and free time”. (Al-Bukhari)

Abu Hurayra related that the Prophet ft said: “The Fire is surrounded 

by all kinds of things which increase our desires and attract us, and the
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Garden is surrounded by all kinds of undesirable things which repel us.” 
(Al-Bukhari)

Sahl ibn Sa’d related that the Prophet said: “Whoever can guarantee 
me what is between his jaw bones and what is between his legs, I guarantee 
him the Garden.” (Al-Bukhari)

So there are many ways to try if we want to get to the Garden and one 
of these is to try to be among the slaves of the All-Merciful, may Allah 

guide us to be of them. Ameen.

17. Supplication

Say: “Mat bos My Lord to do with you if you do not call on Him?” (25:77)

[h the preceding chapter we have lived with the slaves of the All- 

JLMerciful, the blessed men and women whom Allah, exalted, is He, 
describes in Surat al-Furqan.

Allah, exalted is He, describes their upright character, noble qualities and. 
exemplary behaviour to show us what we must strive for if we want to 
be counted amongst His beloved slaves. Every time we stand in prayer 
we ask Allah to lead us on the Straight Path and it is the slaves of the 
All-Merciful who, by their obedience and self-sacrifice have followed this 

path and arrived at its destination. For their efforts, Allah, exalted is Fie, 

has rewarded them with the greatest prize to which a human being can 

aspire. He has brought them into His Presence. Their love for Allah, 

exalted is He, being stronger than the attraction of the fleeting images 

of the material world, they see each image as a sign of their Beloved, 

directing them to His Unity.

One of the salihun said: “O My Lord! What has the one who finds "You 

lost! And what has the one who loses You found?” The one who finds *1
Allah has found everything, because now he is sure that what he loved 

in the material world was only an illusion. The one who is in love with 

the illusory images of this material world is like a man looking for the 

treasure at the end of a rainbow. Allah, exalted is He, teaches us by this 

beautiful sign that it is futile to desire something that will soon disappear, 

and he who does will lose everything. In this brief life the most precious 

treasure is something that will last forever.The slaves of the All-Merciful
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do not want the diamonds and rubies of this world. The treasure they 
seek is the knowledge Allah has promised them as a reward for their 

fearful awareness of Him. In the Hereafter this knowledge will manifest 
as the diamonds and rubies which they rejected in this life.

This world which used to be a barrier blinding them to the Reality has 
become a means by which they can draw near to Allah, exalted is He.

In houses which Allah has permitted to be built and in which His name 
is remembered, there are men who proclaim His glory in the morning and 

the evening, not distracted by trade or commerce from the remembrance 
of Allah and the establishment of salat and the payment of zakat; fearing 

a day when all hearts and eyes will be in turmoil — so that Allah can 

reward them for the best of what they did and give them more from His 

unbounded favour. Allah provides for anyone He wills without reckoning. 

(24:37-38)

You who have iman! Do not let your wealth or children divert you from 

the remembrance of Allah. Whoever does that is lost. (63:9)

^ey give in sadaqa:
... When they spend, they ate neither extravagant not grudging, 

(25:67)

They are very humble before their Lord:

... those who walk lightly on the earth. (25:63)

They respect the rights of and perform their duties to others:

...they do not kill anyone Allah has made inviolate except with the right 

to do so, and do not fornicate. (25:68)

They do not bear false witness against others. (25:72)

They perform their duties to their families:

...those who say. “Our Lord, give us joy in our wives and our children.” 

(25:74)

They accept advice from others if they make a mistake:

They know the secret of this temporary life and are seeking the 

permanent abode of the Hereafter.

Know that the life of this world is merely a game and a diversion and 

ostentation and a cause of boasting among yourselves and trying to 

outdo one another in wealth and children: like the plant-growth after 

the rain which delights the cultivators, but then it withers and you see it 

turning yellow, and then it becomes broken stubble. In the Next World 

there is terrible punishment but also forgiveness from Allah and His 

good pleasure. The life of the material world is but the enjoyment of 

delusion. Race each other to forgiveness from your Lord to a Garden, 

whose breadth is like that of heaven and earth combined, made ready for 

those who have iman in Allah and His Messengers. (57:20-21)

The slaves of the All-Merciful pray during the night: 

... those who pass the night prostrating and standing before their Lord. 

(25:64)

... those who, when they are reminded of the Signs of their Lord, do

not turn their backs, deaf dumb and blind to them. (25:73)

The whole of their lives are devoted to worshipping Allah, exalted is 

He:

Say. "My salat and my rites, my living and my dying, are for Allah alone, 

the Lord of the Worlds, Who has no partner.” (6:162-3)

For upholding these noble qualities they will gain a great reward:

... such people will be repaid for their steadfastness with the Highest 

Paradise, where they will meet with welcome and with ‘Peace’.They will 

remain in it timelessly, forever. What an excellent lodging and abode! 

(25:75-76)

Now Allah doses this blessed chapter with the following verse:

Say. "What has My Lord to do with you if you do not call on Him? But 

you have denied the truth, so punishment is bound to come.” (25:77)
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This verse indicates that Allah, exalted is He, only gives His attention 
to the people who believe in Him and pray to Him. Some people may 

think that this is unjust, but as we have said before: How can Allah pay 
attention to the people who deny that He has created them? How can 

there be a response when there is no asking? Why would those who 

deny that they depend on Allah ask Him for anything? If they did, they 

would admit their dependence upon Him and in that case He would 

answer them. So Allah is Just and behaves with complete fairness. He 

is the Most Merciful, so that in spite of their denial He gives them 

their provision in this material world, and gives them all the facilities 

they need so that they can be more successful than believers who do 

not make good use of what He has provided. However, because the 

non-believers deny Allah, exalted is He, and deny the life of the Next 

World, He limits their provision to this world only. In His Mercy He 

has sent messengers to teach them, He has put many signs in this world 

so that in fact everything around them is calling them to His Unity. 

In spite of this they do not use their intelligence to reach to Him. So 

why should He care for them?

The believers submit to the command of Allah, and they work in this 

world for the Next World, so He cares for them in this world and the 

Next World. The believers are struggling to draw near to Him, and 

sometimes they suffer from the loss of a loved one or from great hardship 

or oppression because He wants to test them. He has hidden His greatest 

Mercy in hardship because as a reward for the steadfast endurance of 

His believing slaves, He will increase their taqwa and draw them near. 

So the believers may lose everything in this world but in the Next world 

they will be repaid in full measure.

In the passage about the slaves of the All-Merciful, they call to Allah, 

exalted is He, saying:

Our Lord, avert from us the punishment of Hell. (25:65)

Our Lord, give us joy in our wives and our children and make us a good 

example for those who have taqwa. (25:74)

In the final verse of Surat al-Furqan, we learn about the importance of 

^-supplication.

Say, “What has My Lord to do with you if you do not call on Him? But 

you have denied the truth, so punishment is bound to come.” (25:77)

The Arabic word dw’a comes from the verb ‘to call’, and so it is used to 

describe the act of directly calling upon Allah, exalted is He, for His 

forgiveness, assistance, protection and gifts. The English equivalent is 

prayer or invocation. As the word salat which designates standing, bowing 

and prostrating before Allah is also translated as ‘prayer , we will use the 

original Arabic words to avoid confusion.

All of this creation is in need of its Creator?

0 Mankind, you are in need of Allah. Allah is the Possessor of All

Wealth... (35:15)

This is the heart of Islamic worship. The one who realizes his poverty 

and depends completely on al-Glani — The Wealthy, has grasped the 

essence of worship and understood the relationship between Allah, 

exalted is He, and His slaves.

Nu man ibn Bashir related that the Messenger of Allah said: “ Ad~du’a 

bmal-Wa-Supplication is worship” and recited: “Your Lord says:‘Cad 

on Me and! will answer you.Those who are too proud to worship Me wid 

enter Hell in humiliation.’ (40:60).” (Abu Dawud and at-Tirmidhi)

Anas ibn Malik related that the Messenger of Allah said: “ Ad~du‘a 

nmMal-ihda- supplication is the brain of worship”. (At-Tirmidhi)

When you call only on Allah for any reason, you confirm that everything 

in the entire Universe is in His hand, and this is the essence of the 

knowledge of His Oneness. It is your testimony to the fact that Allah is 

iis-SflfflflJ (Self-Sufficient), al-Ghani (Absolutely Wealthy, the owner of all 

things), fll-Malja’ol) (the Safe Haven) and al-Maladh (the Refuge).

Islam is the greatest gift in the whole world because it teaches us to pray 

to Allah alone without ascribing any partners to Him.
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Are many Lords better, or Allah, the Only One, the Conqueror? What 
you serve apart from Him are only names which you and your forefathers 
have made up. There is no authority for them from Allah. Allah Alone 
is qualified to judge. His order is to worship none but Him. That is the 

truth and the straight and upright don. (12:39-40)

In a badi th qudst related by Abu Dharr on the tongue of die Prophet 
rfe. Allah said: ‘All of you are astray except the one that I guide. Seek 
guidance from Me and I will guide you.” (Muslim)

‘Seeking guidance’ here means not only asking Allah but acting in a way 

which is pleasing to Him in order to be in a better position to ask for 

His favours.

It is because du a is confirmation of absolute dependence on Allah, 

exalted is He, that it is one of the principal attributes of the prophets, 

messengers and salihurt.

They used to hasten to do good deeds, and they used to call on Us with 

hope and fear, and used to humble themselves before Us. (21:90)

And the Friend of Allah, the Prophet Ibrahim 359 said:

“I will separate myself from you and all you call on besides Allah and 

I will call upon my Lord. It may well be that in calling I will not be 

disappointed. (19:21)

Remember your Lord s mercy to His slave Zakariyya, when he called on 

his Lord in secret and said: “My Lord, my bones have lost their strength 

and my head is crowned with white, but in calling upon You, My Lord, 

I have never been disappointed. (19:2-3)

The Prophet Yusuf called upon His Lord saying:

“My Lord, the prison is more preferable to me than what they call on 

me to do. Unless You turn their guile away from me, it may be that I will 

fall for them and become a man of ignorance.”His Lord replied to him 

and turned away their female guile and deviousness. He is the One Who 

Hears, the One Who Knows. (12:33-34)

And Dhu’n-Nun when he left in anger and thought We would not punish 
him. He called out in pitch darkness, “There is no god but You! Glory 
be to You! Truly I have been one of the wrongdoers.” (21:87)

By Jii’ii Allah cured the sickness of Ayyub

And remember Our slave Ayyub when he called upon his Lord: “Shaytan 
has afflicted me with exhaustion and suffering” "Stamp your foot! Here 

is a cool bath and water to drink.” (38:41)

And Ayyub, when he called out to his Lord: “Great harm has afflicted 
me and You are the Most Merciful of the merciful.” We responded to 
him and removed from him the harm which was afflicting him. (21:83)

Du’a has no limitations regarding its time, place, or state of purity, unlike 
die other rites of Islam such as salab, sawm and Hajj. We can call on Allah 
at any time and place and under any circumstances whether we are at 

home or travelling by land, sea or air.

Those who remember Allah standing, sitting and lying on their sides.

(3:191) . , •

Du’a is the key to the treasures of Allah. By one du’a Allah drowned the 

people of the earth.

Nuh said: “My Lord! Do not leave a single one of the disbelievers on 

the earth.” (71:26)

And by their du’a Musa and his brother caused Pharaoh to be 

destroyed.

"Our Lord! Destroy their wealth and harden their hearts, so they will not 

believe until they see a painful torment” Allah said: “Verily the invocation 

of you both is accepted.” (10:88)

Sulayman .$3 asked Allah, exalted is He, and he received what had been 

given to no other human being when He said:

My Lord! Forgive me and give me a kingdom the like of which will never 

be granted to anyone after me. (38:35)
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By the prayer of the Messenger of Allah, Muhammad Allah provided 

angels to assist the Muslims during the Battle of Badr.

Remember when you called on your Lord for help and He responded to you: 

“I will reinforce you with a thousand angels riding rank after rank.” (8:9)

When all doors have closed in front of someone who is wronged, the 

door of Allah, exalted is He, will remain open for him, and Allah has 

promised that he will not reject his call for help.

Abu Hurayra related that the Messenger of Allah & said: “Three 
are accepted without conditions: The prayer of someone who has been 

wronged, the prayer of the traveller and the prayer of a father for (or 

against) his children.” (Abu Dawud and at-Tirmidhi)

Once a man wronged Sa’d ibn Waqqas so Sa’d prayed and said: “0 

Allah, make him blind, and give him a long life in which to suffer 

many troubles.” All these things happened to the man. (Ahmad and 

at-Tirmidhi)

That is why Muslims are forbidden to harm anyone, whether a Muslim 

or a non-Muslim. Allah will accept the du a of someone who has been 

wronged, even if he is a disbeliever.

Jabir ibn Abdullah 4® related that the Messenger of Allah & said: “Avoid 

wrongdoing because it will cause darkness upon darkness.” (Muslim)

When the Messenger of Allah sent Mu’adh ibn Jabal to call the 

people of Yemen to Islam, he said to him: “You will encounter a people 

who are following the scriptures (Christians). Call them to testify that 

there is no god but Allah and that I am the Messenger of Allah. If they 

accept this then tell them that Allah, exalted is He, has commanded us 

to pray five times a day. If they accept this then tell them that Allah, 

exalted is He, has commanded us to collect taxes from the rich and 

distribute them among the poor (zakat). And be careful of the prayer of 

the one who is wronged because there is no veil between it and Allah.” 

(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

By this hadith we know that even if the person who has been harmed is 

not a Muslim his prayer will be answered. The Prophet always advised 

his Companions to be fair to all the people and not to wrong anyone.

He said: "The one who harms anyone of the people of the Book, or 
anyone with whom the Muslims have made a treaty, I will be a witness 
against him on the Day of Rising” (Abu Dawud)

This is why he tells us to be careful of our duties to others.

Judgement), because if he has any

Abu Hurayra <$> related that the Messenger of Allah said: “If anyone
of you wrongs someone he must ask that person for forgiveness before 
there comes a time when there is no dirham and no dinar (the Day of 

good deeds on this
taken from him and given to the one he has wronged and if he has no

the bad deeds of the person he wronged will be taken and 
heaped upon him.” (Al-Bukhari)

day they will be

Every self will be repaid for what it has earned. Today there will be no 
injustice. (40:17)

The wrongdoers will have ho dose friend or intercessor who might be 
heard.(40:18) — ’ . - ; ..:b.

For the wrongdoers there is no helper. (22:71)

Calling upon Allah when one is in need is a good action, and every du.’a 

you make will have a result in this world or the Hereafter.

Ubada ibn as-Samit £> related that the Ptophet said: “If any Muslim 

on this earth prays to Allah, Allah will give him what he asks, or protect 

him from harm, as long as he does not ask for something bad or ask to 

cause division amongst families.” (Tirmidhi)

Abu Sa id al-Khudri related that the Messenger of Allah said: “No 

Muslim makes a du’a without asking for something bad, or against his 

relatives, but Allah will give him one of three things: maybe He will 

answer his du’a and give him what he wants; or perhaps He will keep it 

until the Hereafter; or He will protect him from it if there is something 

bad in it for him.” (Ahmad and al-Hakim)
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The A Jab of Du a

1. Facing Qibla.

Ibn Abbas related that the Messenger of Allah during the Battle of 

Badr, looked at the disbelievers, faced Qibla, raised his hand and prayed 

to Allah for assistance. (Muslim)

2. Starting prayer witbpraise of Allah and asking Him for blessings on the Prophet

Umar ibn al-Khattab said that the prayer is suspended between earth 

and heaven until you ask for blessings on the Prophet. (At-Tirmidhi)

One man came to the mosque and started to pray by praising Allah and 

asking for blessings on the Prophet. The Prophet heard the mans 

prayer and said to him: “Continue your prayer because it has already been 

accepted.” (At-Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud and an-Nasa’i)

3. Raising the hands.

Salman al-Farsi related that the Messenger of Allah said: “Allah 

is ashamed and generous to the one who asks him with raised hands. 

(Ahmad, at-Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah)

It is considered best to raise your hands above the level of your chest. 

Ibn Rajab mentions that the Prophet sometimes raised his hands and 

prayed with the backs of his hands towards the qibla and his palms to his 

face; sometimes his palms would be towards the heavens and the back 

of his hands towards the earth; and sometimes he would just extend 

his forefinger as we do when we say shahada. We raise our hands so that 

they share with our tongue in praying to Allah, exalted is He, and to 

respectfully express that we are in need of Allah’s help.

4. Using the prayers that have been taught us by the Prophet

For example:

jUl

Our Lord, give us good in the dunya, and good in the akhira. (2:199)

5. Wiping the hands over the face after completing the prayer

Umar ibn al-Khattab said that when the Messenger of Allah raised 
his hands in prayer he never lowered them without wiping them over his 

face. (At-Tirmidhi)

This is because when you make du’a to Allah, exalted is He, His mercy 

and blessings will come to you as light so you should take it and put it 
on your face. * , * ■ • . •• ■a*

6. forwnita ring to pray in good health

Remember to pray in good health before sickness overcomes you and in 

good times before adversity strikes. (Imam Ahmad, at-Tabarani, related 

by Abdullah ibn Abbas ^)

7. Choosing a good time:

a. Sahar — the last part of the night.

In the hours before dawn, they were found asking for forgiveness. 
(51:18) ' ‘ ' ••.

Abu Hurayra *&. related that the Messenger of Allah said: “Allah, 

exalted is He, descends every night to the heaven of this world saying: 

‘Who is supplicating Me that I may answer him? Who is asking of Me 

that I may give to him? Who is seeking My forgiveness that I may forgive 

him?”’ (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

b. After the obligatory prayer.

Abu Umama al-Bahili related that a man asked the Prophet “What 

is a good time to have a prayer accepted by Allah, exalted is He. The 

Prophet replied: “The last part of the night and after the obligatory 

prayers.” (At-Tirmidhi)

c. Between the adhan (call to prayer) and the iqama (call to stand for 

prayer).

Anas ibn Malik 4# related that the Messenger of Allah said that Allah 

does not reject any du’a made between the adhan and the iqama.
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d. On the Day of Jumu’a.

Abu Hurayra & related that the Messenger of Allah said: “There is 

a time on the day of Jumu’a when if a man prays to Allah, exalted is He, 

his prayer will be accepted.” (Muslim)

e. The Day of Arafat.

f. During Ramadan — especially on the Laylat al-Qadr.

Aisha related: “I asked the Messenger what I should do if I come upon 

Laylat al-Qadr.” He replied: “You should say:

3-1 I -LA

‘O Allah! You are the Pardoner, and you love to pardon, so pardon me.’” 

(Ahmad)

g. During prostration.

Abu Hurayra related that the Messenger of Allah & said: “The closest 

the slave is to his Lord is when he is in prostration so increase your prayers 

at that time.” (Muslim)

& Choosing a good place.

a. Arafat.

b. During tawaf.

Abu Umar related that the Prophet said: “The doors of Heaven 

are open and prayers are accepted while circling the House of Allah, in 

the front lines when they join in battle, when the rain starts to fall, at the 

time of the iqama and when you look at the Ka’ba.” (At-Tabarani)

9. Saying ‘Ameen’at the end of the prayer.

1. Someone who is wronged.

2. Someone who is fasting.

3. A just leader.

Abu Hurayra & related that the Prophet said: “Allah will not reject the 
prayers of three: someone who is fasting until he breaks his fast, a just 
leader and someone who has been wronged. (Al-Bayhaqi)

4. A traveller.

5. Someone who is away from his homeland.

Abdullah ibn Umar related that the Messenger of Allah said: 

“The most quickly accepted du’a is from someone who is away from 

his homeland who prays on behalf of someone who is away from his 

homeland.” (Abu Dawud)

Abu’d-Darda related that the Messenger of Allah said: “If any 

Muslim prays for his brother when he is absent, the angels will say: Allah 

will give you what you ask.’” (Muslim)

6. A father who prays for his child.

7. Someone who is performing the Hajj.

8. A person who is sick.

Umar ibn al-Khattab related that the Messenger of Allah said: 

“When you visit a sick man ask him to pray for you because his prayer 

is like the prayer of the angels.” (Ibn Maj ah)

9. Someone fightin in the way of Allah.

10. Someone in distress.

Whose Prayer Will be Accepted?

Allah, exalted is He, accepts our prayers under many conditions. He 

accepts the prayer of:

He Who responds to the one in distress when he calls upon Him. 

(27:62)

Dm a connects a person to Allah, exalted is He. The Prophet was always 
in prayer. He had a prayer for waking, sleeping, eating, and during all
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the events of the day. He used to teach the children always to ask Allah 
when they needed something. 7

Abdullah ibn Abbas ife, was riding behind the Prophet $ one day and he 
said: Boy, I will teach you some words: Be mindfiil of Allah and He will 
be mindful of you. Be mindful of Allah and you will find Him in front 
of you. When you ask then ask Allah. When you seek help then seek help 
from Allah. Know that if the ummah gathered together to benefit you 
with something, they would not benefit you except with something that 
Allah had already written for you. If they gathered together to harm you 
with something, they would not harm you except with something that 
Allah had already written against you. The pens have been lifted and the 
pages are dry.” (At-Tirmidhi)

*■ “ “d “ “ -”“8ed 

according to the laws of Islam. .

* J- » He, -V » 

Ameen.

What are the Conditions for a Prayer to be Accepted?

I. All your life must be halaL

Sad ibn Abi Waqqas once asked the Messenger of Allah “Ask 
Allah to make me a person whose prayer is always accepted.” The Prophet 
said: “O Sa’di Always eat from halal [sources] and your prayers will be 
accepted.” (At-Tabarani)

This is why the prayer which he made which we mentioned previously 
was effective.

The Messenger of Allah said: “Allah is good and only accepts what is 
good. If a traveller raises his hands and prays, ‘Lord! Lord!’ and his food 
is haram, his drink haram, his clothing haram, he has been fed on the haram, 
so how can he be answered?” (Muslim)

2. You must enjoin the Siood and forbid evil.

Hudhayfa ibn al-Yaman <&> related that the Messenger of Allah said. I 
swear by the one who owns my self: You must enjoin the right and forbi 
the wrong or Allah, exalted is He, will punish you and you will pray to 
Him and He will not answer your prayers. (At-Tirmidhi)

If we want to be counted amongst the slaves of the All-Merciful, we mu
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Do not set up with Allah any other object of worship; or you will sit 
down reproved, forsaken. (17:22)

If anyone assigns partners to Allah it is as if he had fallen from the sky 
and been snatched up by the birds, or the wind had tossed him into a 
far-distant place. (22:31)

18. Conclusion
The slaves of the All-Merciful are the happiest people in this world. 

Allah, exalted is He, has given them the wonderful news that the angels 

are their friends:

D
uring our journey with the slaves of the All-Merciful, you may 

have been wondering whether such wonderful people really 

exist, and if so, where they can be found. The answer is that they 

have lived in every time and in every place. They may be hidden, and 

you may not recognize them, but they are definitely there. This world 

would have no meaning without them, because Allah, exalted is He, 

says in the Holy Quran: "I did not create jinn and men except that 

they should worship Me.” (51:56). The Noble Quran also teaches 

us: “Allah accepts only from those who have taqwa” (5:27). Allah, 

exalted is He, is maintaining this entire Universe only because of 

His beloved slaves. If we consider the entire human race, we will see 

they are the only ones who are fully aware that our purpose on this 

earth is to worship Allah obediently as He has instructed us. If a time 

comes when not one of them remains on this earth, be sure that the 

Last Day has come.

The qualities of the slaves of the All-Merciful are perfectly balanced. 

In their complete obedience to Allah, they appear to be angels, but 

they are not angels; they are human beings, just like us. The difference 

between them and the ordinary person is that they have overcome their 

desire for this world. They have certainty that Allah is the Creator and 

Controller of all things and that He Alone is worthy of worship. Thus 

they have made a strong connection to Him, and they strive to worship 

Him with complete sincerity, because they know that without sincerity 

their worship would have no meaning.

In the case of those who say “Our Lord is Allah” and then they stand 
firm, the angels descend on them saying, “Fear not, nor grieve! But receive 
the glad tidings of Paradise which you have been promised! We are your 
friends in this life and in the Hereafter: therein you shall have all that your 
souls desire; therein you shall have all that you ask for!” (41:30)

One of them is reported to have said, “If the kings of this world knew the 

joy we have been granted, they would fight us with their swords to take it 

from us.” Another is reported to have said, “O Allah what did he find who 

found you? And what did he lose who lost you?” The one who finds Allah 

has found everything and the one who loses Allah has lost everything.

The complete sincerity of the slaves of the All-Merciful and their perfect 
witnessing of Allah’s Unity, has intensified their desire to draw nearer 
to Him, so you will find them standing in prayer before their Beloved 
during the night. For them the night is better than anything else in this 
world. One of them confirmed this saying, “If it were not for the night I 
would love nothing in this world.” The inner light that they receive from 
their worship during their nights guides them through their days. They 
try to keep good relations with all of Allah’s creatures, and when they 

are confronted with the ignorant ones who can be found in every time 
and place, they act with humility and give good in return for bad.

The balanced character of the slaves of the All-Merciful is reflected in 
all their actions, so that when they spend they are neither extravagant 
nor mean.
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Do not let your hand be tied to your neck (like a misers) nor stretch it forth to 

its utmost reach so that you become blameworthy and destitute. (17:29)

Spendthrifts are the brothers of the shaytans; and the Shaytan is ever 

ungrateful to his Lord. (17:27)

They uphold justice, and they respect the dignity of each individual 

soul, so they are far away from harming innocent people or committing 

any indecency, and they do not give false testimony against others. Their 

hearts are always full of love for Allah, exalted is He, so their tongues 
are always busy remembering Him. When they speak, they select only 

good words and keep themselves far away from the vulgar speech of the 

ignorant ones who can be found in every time and place.

Like all human beings, the slaves of the All-Merciful sometimes make 

mistakes, but the difference between them and ordinary people is that 

they immediately turn to Allah in repentance. When an evil thought 

comes to them from Shaytan, they remember Allah and put things right! 

(7:201). And because their repentance is sincere, Allah promises that He 

will transform their previous wrong actions into good deeds saying:

O you who believe! Turn to Allah with sincere repentance! It may be that 

your Lord will remove your sins from you and admit you into Gardens 

under which rivers flow. (66:8)

The slaves of the All-Merciful consider their worship insufficient to 

repay Allah for the gifts that He has bestowed upon them. They regard 

their ingratitude as a sin, so they constantly seek forgiveness from their 

Lord, following the example of their inspiration, Muhammad, the 

Messenger of Allah

When asked by his wife Aisha "Why do you stand in prayer at night 

until your feet have become swollen, when Allah has revealed that He 

has forgiven your past and future sins?" he replied, "Should I not be a 

grateful slave?" (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

The slaves of the All-Merciful are humble when they are reminded of 

Allah. They are neither deaf nor blind to the signs of their Lord, so they 

strive to follow His commands without question because they desire only 

what He wants for them. They make their request only to Him, because 

they know that He is the Controller of all their affairs. And what do 
they seek from their Lord? They ask Him to make their feet firm on the 

Straight Path, to protect them from the temptations of Shaytan, and 
to guide their families to be obedient to Allah, because this is the only 
thing that will bring comfort to their eyes.

Allah, exalted is He, has promised that the slaves of the All-Jvlerciful will 
be the happiest souls not only in this world but also in the Hereafter, 
as a reward for their perseverance as they struggle with themselves to 

worship Him as He should be worshipped, and for their steadfastness 
as they strive to draw nearer to their Beloved.

Such people will be repaid for their steadfastness with the Highest 
Paradise, where they will meet with welcome and with ‘Peace’. They will 
remain in it timelessly forever. What an excellent lodging and abode! 
(25:75)

During our journey with the slaves of the All-Merciful, we have learned 

about their exalted status and the eternal happiness which awaits them. 

Do we want our journey to end here? Should we not try to emulate them, 

that perhaps Allah, exalted is He, in His great mercy may guide us to 

follow in their footsteps? We humbly ask Allah, exalted is He, to guide 

us all to be amongst the people whom He has elevated to the highest 

station, the slaves of die All-Merciful.

Asfor those who strive hard in Our Cause, We will surely guide them to Our 

Paths. And verily, Allah is with the ones who do good actions. (29:69)
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In the final verses of Surat al-Furqan, Allah describes | 
the special characteristics of those elite human beings I 
whom He has raised to a high status both in this world I 
and the Hereafter. They are the ones whom Allah has | 
honoured by joining their names with His. They are the | 
ones who will be safe on the Day of Judgement. They | 
are the ones whose souls are tranquil and whose hearts j 
have found peace. They are the Slaves of the All- I 
Merciful.

The Slaves of the All-Merciful are living proof of the 
authenticity of the Message of Islam. They have 
struggled with their selves and increased their 
devotion until they have become beloved to Allah, and 
He has purified their hearts. If we desire to be one of 
them, if we long to attain to their exalted ranks, we 
must hasten to learn about their special qualities and 
strive to imitate them.

Mohsen Shaker al-Bayoumi gave first delivered the 
contents of this book as Friday sermons in Arabic in 
Kobe Mosque, Japan and later added more detail to 
them. His lectures were transcribed and translated by 
Abd an-Nur Anthony Brewer for the English speaking 
congregation and subsequently compiled in book form.
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